
The Ups & Downs of Life 
Last year I had the privilege of officiating at the funeral of a man who was involved in the 
ups and downs of peoples’ lives.  He had spent his life in the elevator business. He had 
installed, maintained, repaired and most recently inspected them for the Province of BC. 
As I studied his trade, it became clear that the ups and downs of the elevator business 
pointed to our lives and how God comes to us.  

I learned that last summer Hitachi corporation unveiled one of the world’s fastest 
elevators. It was installed in the recently completed Guangzhou CTF Finance Center in 
Guangzhou China. This tower has 95 floors and stands 1,739 feet tall. The new high-tech 
elevator rockets its passengers from the ground level to the 95th floor in an incredible 45 
seconds or 65 feet per second. It is impossible for even the fastest human being alive to 
get from the ground level to the 95th floor of the Guangzhou CTF office tower in 45 
seconds. The tower and its staircase point to the impossible challenges of life.  

Each one of us has been hurt. The cruel acts of others have left emotional and physical 
wounds and scars on us. These injuries weaken us and make it very difficult to climb 
stairs.  We must also admit that we have hurt others. We also must admit that we have 
broken the rules of God and man by our thoughts, words and deeds.  The injuries we 
have inflicted on others together with the rules we have broken, burden our consciences. 
The burdens we must carry also make it very difficult to climb stairs. We desperately 
desire healing for our injuries and freedom from our burdens. We want to rise above them; 
but we can’t. We are stuck on the ground floor. Healing for our injuries and freedom from 
our burdens is as impossible as climbing from the ground floor to the 95th floor of the 
Guangzhou CTF Finance Center office tower in 45 seconds.    

Each one of us must face our mortality. Mortality causes some to eat right, exercise and 
order their lives so that their days on this side of the grave are maximized. It causes some 
to want to embrace life, to do as much as possible in the time they have on this earth. Still 
others deny their mortality and engage in all sorts of high risk behaviors. Some live in the 
shadow of death. They live in fear of its coming. They cling to life. The truth is, no matter 
what your attitude toward death is or what you do in response to that attitude, in the end 
we cannot outrun the grim reaper. To escape death is as impossible as climbing from the 
ground floor to the 95th floor of the Guangzhou CTF Finance Center office tower in 45 
seconds.    

The tower and the elevator are also a metaphor for God’s response to our helplessness. 
Jesus, the Son of God, came down from the 95th floor, from heaven, to the ground floor. 
His coming down was miraculous. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and 
born of the virgin Mary. His conception and birth were pure. He lived the perfect life. He 
broke no rule made by God. Jesus was thus truly innocent. Jesus also experienced 
human suffering and death. Despite his innocence, religious and political figures of his 
day plotted to charge him with a crime he did not commit and kill him. One of his disciples 
betrayed him to the authorities. He was arrested, charged, tried (in sham trials) and 
sentenced to death. In response, his disciples abandoned him. Jesus was no victim. He 
willingly accepted suffering and death. He suffered and died as payment for our sins and 
trespasses. He was buried and he rose from the dead on the third day. He ascended and 
rose to heaven. He went back up to the 95th floor.  



The risen Jesus does not stay on the 95th floor. He promised to come down. Jesus 
promised that whenever the Gospel of his innocent suffering and death for the forgiveness 
of sin is preached and is believed, he comes down and takes away those sins, heals 
those wounds and lifts believers, like an elevator, above those sins and burdens. He gives 
believers a new lease on life. Believers that are lifted-up by Jesus’ power can escape the 
ground floor and live a new life.  

Jesus declared: “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, 
even though they die; and whoever lives by believing in me will never die.” (John 11:25-
26). Jesus promised: “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also 
in me.  My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that 
I am going there to prepare a place for you?  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.  (John 14:1-4). 
When believers draw their last breath, Jesus comes down and rescues them and takes 
them to the top floor.   

Are you stuck on the ground floor? Jesus comes down every Sunday morning at Grace 
Lutheran at 9:00 and 10:30 (Sunday School 10:45). He comes in the Word preached and 
proclaimed and in the Sacraments. He wants to heal you, unburden you and lift you up. 
He wants to take you to new heights. Come out and see.  

In Christ, Pastor Ed Skutshek   

 


