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Hollywood recently released a remake of the iconic Cowboy Western classic “The Magnificent Seven.”    Yul 

Brynner played the starring role in the original movie released in October of 1960. The new movie, released 

in September of this year, stars Denzel Washington. 

The plot line in original movie and the new release are very similar. A town is held in the grips of an evil 

man and his minions. This axis of evil threatens the town’s very existence and the safety of its most 

vulnerable residents. The townspeople were simply not capable of defending themselves. They lacked the 

weapons of war required to mount a defense and the skills need to use them. In desperation, the 

townspeople reached out to seven gunslingers. The townspeople begged the gunslingers to protect their 

town and offered to pay them all the cash they had.  

First, the gunslingers armed and trained the able-bodied men of the town so they could join in the battle 

against the evil threatening them. Eventually the forces of evil attacked the town. The seven gunslingers led 

the fight against the axis of evil. They fought valiantly and led the town-folk in a pitched battle. The hired 

gunslingers and the people prevailed and utterly defeated their enemies. When the dust and smoke clear, 

we found that four of the seven gunslingers died in the fight for the town. The bounty, that was so crucial 

in the beginning, is no longer motivated anyone. The seven gunslingers were given the title the “Magnificent 

Seven,” because in the end: “they fought for the vulnerable people who could not fight for themselves.” The 

sacrifice of the seven and the able-bodied town-folk gave the whole town hope for a new future.  

Like the original, the remake of the Magnificent Seven has been a box office success. It seems movie-goers 

still love a movie where good does battle against evil and good prevails. We still want to believe that 

following a battle, the town and the lives of citizens will be rebuilt.       

The Magnificent Seven is just a movie, a fantasy.  However, on November 11th we will remember some real 

Magnificent Canadians who really fought for “vulnerable people who could not fight for themselves.” Some 

650,000 Canadians served in WWI. Of this number, more than 68,000 gave their lives. More than one million 

Canadians served during WWII and over 47,000 of them gave their lives. During the Korean conflict 26,791 

Canadians served and 516 of them gave their lives. Since October 1947 more than 1,800 Canadians have 

given their lives in service to our nation.  Those who fought and those who gave their lives, did not fight or 

die in vain. Their sacrifice assured that Canada remain the “true north strong and free.” As a consequence 

of their sacrifice, battle-scarred Europe and Asia were rebuilt and have really prospered. Old arch enemies 

have become friends and have formed alliances for the protection of our freedoms.  We must not only 

remember those who sacrificed their liberty and lives for us, we are called by them to live lives that are 

worthy of their sacrifice.   

On November 11th, I also remember the sacrifice of the church’s Magnificent One, my Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ. I remember my weakness and vulnerability. I have a desire to do good, but more often than I care to 

admit even to myself, I fail to do good, but do just the opposite. I have made mistakes and have intentionally 

hurt others. I cannot undo my mistakes or other evil acts   I have committed or their consequences.    While 

we may be the beneficiaries of medical wonders, in the end all interventions fail, we take our last breath 

and die. I believe that evil forces plague this world and the devil personifies this evil. I believe this evil 

plagues me. The good news is, that on Good Friday, Jesus fought for vulnerable people who cannot fight 

their sin, their death or the devil.  God placed our sins and our death on Jesus. So, when He suffered and 

died, He paid the price of our sin. By His resurrection from the dead, He opened the gate to eternal life to 

all who believe.  Jesus promised: “Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent 

me has eternal life and will not be judged but has crossed over from death to life.” He declared: “I am the 



resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die; and whoever lives by 

believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 

We are all vulnerable people. We need a hero to fight for us. Jesus fights for us, his words and his presence 

will change us.  We celebrate the real presence of Jesus on Sunday mornings at 9:00 (Contemporary) and 

10:30 (Traditional). Come, join us, Jesus is calling you. 

In Christ, Pastor Ed Skutshek  

 


