
Sparkling Jewels 
What causes a gemstone, like a ruby, sparkle?  It is light. Light enters into the ruby 
through one of its sides or facets. The dense core of the ruby acts as a prism and 
magnifies the light rays bouncing around its interior. Eventually each beam of light that 
entered into the ruby escapes out one of its facets.  The ruby first absorbs the light that 
is shined on it and then sends that light back out. It is the light the ruby sends back out 
that creates its sparkle.     

God has used gemstones as an image for His work in the lives of His people. The Prophet 
Zachariah promised: “The Lord their God will save his people on that day as a 
shepherd saves his flock. They will sparkle in his land like jewels in a crown.” 
(Zechariah 9:16). God has saved His people and He makes them sparkle like jewels. God 
gives His people a precious gemstone and light.  

God’s word is compared to light: Thy word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” 
(Psalm 119:105). This is the light that is shed by the Old and New Testament scriptures: 
We are all sinners, fallen from God’s grace, Satan’s prey, eternally separated from God 
by our sins. God does not leave us in this fallen state, He gave us Jesus, His one and 
only Son, who defeated Satan, suffered and died for our sins, and rose from the dead, so 
that all who believe in Jesus will have eternal life in heaven. The Holy Bible promises that 
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit will come live with us and work through us today and 
guide us through the gateway of death to eternal life.  

The Gospel message creates a beautiful gemstone in the hearer. The Apostle Paul said: 
“Faith comes from hearing and hearing from the Word of Christ.”  (Romans 10:17) 
The spoken word of the Gospel, the content being Jesus as Lord and Savior, is the means 
by which faith is created. When this Gospel is preached and proclaimed, the Holy Spirit 
can enter into a person’s heart and mind and create trust in the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirt and the promises made in God’s word.  This faith/trust is the gemstone that God 
creates in His people.  

God made rubies for the purpose of absorbing light and then reflecting it back so that they 
sparkle.  God gives us the gemstone of faith and trust so that we can absorb the light of 
Christ when it is preached and proclaimed and then reflects it back so that others can see 
and catch the light.   

I have seen this light sparkle in one of God’s people; my mother. God had given her a 
special gemstone, a deep and abiding faith in and love for Him. She was a woman of the 
Word, active in worship, meditation and study. She absorbed the light of Christ and 
reflected it back on her husband and her children. She unabashedly shared the Gospel 
with us and worked hard at keeping us all in the light of Christ.    

She shone Gospel light on us not only with her words, but by her actions. It was reflected 
in her love and faithfulness. She worked tirelessly for her family. She was my dad’s 
business partner, companion and confidant. She exuded peace and calm in times of 
trouble. The Gospel light shone in her many acts of love, kindness and compassion. She 
was able to comfort others because she had received consolation from God. God had put 
people in her life in times of need. God often showed her people who needed care and 
compassion and gave her the grace to reach out to them. That light shone in her capacity 
to forgive those who offended her. It shone in the unconditional love that she showered 
on her family. The light of Christ was reflected in the unshakable faith she had in her 



husband, children and grandchildren. She was also constant in encouragement. She 
always urged us to be the best we could be.  God reflected a great deal of His light through 
her.  

My mother has gone to be with the Lord, and this year I will celebrate another Mother’s 
Day without her. I thank God for the gemstone of faith He planted in her and for making 
her sparkle so brightly.  I thank God for giving her faith in Jesus Christ and the resurrection 
from the dead. Because of that faith, she is still one of God’s gemstones, still reflecting 
the light of Christ, and still sparkling.  

Something is missing in your life?  Want the light of Christ to shine on you? Do you want 
to sparkle?  Do you want to thank God for your mother?  Come worship with us on Sunday 
morning at 9:00AM and 10:30AM. If possible, bring your Mom.   

In Christ,  

Pastor Ed   

 


