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This year members of Grace Lutheran marched in the
Peachland Canada Day Parade on Wednesday July 1st.
Our entry consisted of five larger-than-life puppets and a
vehicle. We refurbished Goliath into the prophet Moses
(far right in the picture above). Our puppeteers consisted
of: Reegan and Lauren Forsythe, Julia Emmond and her
friend Mitchel Lambert, with Pastor Ed as Moses.
Parade organizers have told us that the crowd really
enjoys our VBS puppets, and that children and adults look
forward to seeing the Grace Lutheran puppet entry every
year. We have families from Peachland who attend our
VBS. Every year, in order to keep with our VBS theme, we
need to make some changes to our puppets in order to
keep the audience’s attention! If you have any ideas or
feel the Lord nudging you to help in this regard, please
talk to Pastor David.

On Monday our students learned how: The infant Moses
was placed in a tiny ark and set afloat in the Nile River in
order to avoid drowning at the hands of his Egyptian slave
masters. God guided the little ark right into the camp of a
princess of Egypt. She raised Moses as a prince of Egypt.
On Tuesday they learned how: Moses encountered God in
the flames of a burning bush. The bush was enveloped in
flames of fire and yet was not consumed. God called
Moses from the flames to lead God’s people out of Egypt
and into the Promised Land. At first Moses balked at God’s
call and made all sorts of excuses. God overcame the
excuses and Moses went to Egypt.
On Wednesday the classes learned how: Moses, in God’s
name, demanded that Pharaoh let God’s people go and
how Pharaoh refused Moses’ demand. In response to
Pharaoh’s refusal, God unleashed 10 plagues on Egypt.
Pharaoh finally let the people go. The people left Egypt
and began their journey to the Promised Land.

Vivien piloted her trusty Mustang convertible behind us,
with Deni Skutshek, Karen Emmond and Cindy Cressman
handing out treats to the children along the parade route.

On Thursday the children learned how: Pharaoh changed
his mind and chased after God’s people with his mighty
army. Pharaoh’s army caught up with them on the banks
of the Red Sea thereby trapping them. God turned this
tragedy into victory. He used Moses to open a dry path in
the sea and let His people cross. The sea fell on the
Egyptian army.

Grace had hoped to enter our VBS puppets in the
Westside Daze parade as well, however, the Celebration
of Life for Paul Skutshek was at the same time, and
prevented many of the marchers from participating.
Next year, we all look forward to participating in both
parades in Peachland and in Westbank. We have been
marching in the Peachland Canada Day Parade since 2011.

On Friday the children learned the Ten Commandments.

Vacation Bible School 2015

Lesson and craft time was followed by daily time of
singing, recess and snacks. Each group participated in a
singing class and learned songs specially assigned to the
group. The snacks served were healthy. Each day the
children were offered fruit or vegetables and water to
drink. Our recess crew carefully guided and shepherded
each group during recess time.
All the children participated in a daily closing program.
The closing included a review of the day’s lesson, singing
and the Lord’s Prayer.
On Friday all of the activities were cut short. At 11:15 AM
parents, grandparents and our congregants assembled
for a closing program put on by the children. The program
was led by the members of the oldest group (Grades 5-6).
These students unpacked the Biblical theme for each day
in a short narration. Between the narrations, the other
children and the narrators sang group songs and the
special songs each group had learned. The program was
followed by a pizza luncheon and real fruit popsicles.

This year our Vacation Bible School (VBS) was held the
week of Monday July 6th through Friday July 10th from
9:00 AM to noon each day. This year’s theme: Moses and
the Exodus. Some 40 to 45 children participated each day.
At 9:00 AM each day all the children assembled in our
sanctuary for an opening program. They sang songs,
learned to pray the Lord’s Prayer and received some
instruction on the lesson for the day. The children then
split into four classes for a time of instruction on a specific
Bible lesson and completed a craft which reinforced what
they had learned that day. In five lessons the children
learned about five major events surrounding Israel’s
Exodus from Egypt.

The VBS is made possible by the efforts of many people.
We must thank and praise God for the leaders He has
raised up for this purpose. We thank God for:
Principal: Heidi Vant Geloof for acting as primary
organizer of our VBS.
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Teachers and assistants: Heidi Vant Geloof, Julia
Emmond, Linda Hemming, Linda Hassman, Penny Pfahl,
Cindy Cressman, and Pastor David Wunderlich.

designed and supervised the construction of hundreds of
homes and several commercial projects in and around
Kelowna. His greatest joy was to watch as a plan, lines he
had drawn on paper, took shape and become a house.
First the foundation and basement were dug, formed and
poured. Then carpenters built the frame, the skeletal
structure, of the house. The house’s plumbing, heating
and electrical systems were roughed in. The exterior and
interior surfaces were covered with shingles, gutters,
siding, brick, stucco, doors, windows, drywall and flooring.
Cabinets, appliances, plumbing, heating and cooling and
fixtures were installed.
The home was eventually
inspected, approved and deemed ready for occupancy,
most often by a family. With a family under its roof, this
house became a home. A place of shelter and a place of
growth. Thousands of meals would be prepared and
shared under that roof. Children would be grow into
adulthood and leave that home to start their own. My
father loved to watch this process unfold. It was a privilege
for him to play a role in this process; to design and build
a house that became a home.

Kitchen Crew: Gerda Broz, Ruby Litke and Janet
Sutherland.
Recess Crew: Reegan & Lauren Forsyth and Zach Heise.
Music Crew: Deni Skutshek and Karen Emmond. Thanks
to Vivien Georgeson for audio visual services.
Materials for the VBS came from Sola Publishing. The
closing program was put together by Pastor Ed, who also
emceed the opening and closing each day.

As a man of faith, my father, the maker of plans, was a part
of a plan. The words of Holy Scripture reveal that God has
a great plan for His children, the church, the body of
Christ. The Apostle Peter revealed this plan in his first
letter to the church: “….you also, like living stones, are
being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood,
offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through
Jesus Christ.” (1 Peter 2:5) The church is described as a
spiritual building, made up of living stones, real people,
arranged by God’s hand into a real community.
Expressions of God’s spiritual household can be seen
almost everywhere in our world. The living stones are
active within God’s living spiritual house, as they are also
priests. They worship God through prayer, praise and
thanksgiving. They proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ in
its purity and in God’s name administer the Sacraments of
Baptism and Holy Communion. They work together with
other congregations to reach out with the Gospel in the
community around them and the world. They work with
other congregations to serve those in need through
humanitarian outreach. They invite people into their
spiritual household. Many come to God’s spiritual
household for shelter and solace. By God’s Word
proclaimed and the Sacraments administered many of
these guests are transformed into a living stones,
incorporated into the spiritual building and made priests.
By God’s grace and mercy His house becomes their home.
My father was one who entered the spiritual building as a
cherished guest and by God’s providence and the means
of Grace was made a living stone in God’s spiritual
household. Dad worshiped, learned and served in God’s
spiritual household. God directed dad’s skills and gifts to

Pastor Ed’s Message
From House to Home
(Printed in the Kelowna Capital News August)

I recently buried my dear father Paul. I miss him. God
blessed me with an extraordinary father. He was a great
teacher, provider, mentor, encourager and role model.
From 1968 to early 1990’s he and my mother built a
successful local business, Paul Construction Ltd. Dad
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design and supervise the construction of a church
building and work with others Christian brothers and
sisters in the development of seniors’ housing.

headphones or receiver. Some people report that the
clarity is better and certainly much more convenient.
Hearing aids from manufacturer ReSound have built in
wireless capabilities that may greatly help you in hearing
the sermons. At this time we understand that only the
hearing aids from ReSound (and possibly Beltone,
Interton and Nucleus) have the built-in technology that
allows this wireless connection. If you would like to discuss
this further, see Al Hamilton; or explain to your audiologist
that Grace has a “ReSound Mini Mic” connected to the
sound board and you would like to see if it works with
your hearing aid. Your audiologist can confirm if your
model is compatible and may need to enable the wireless
function. He should also be able to demonstrate how to
use your remote control to switch between normal
microphone and the wireless. There should be no charge
for this service and you won’t need to purchase anything.
Meet with Al, (sound booth), before or after a service and
he will “pair” your hearing aid with the church Mini Mic.

While God has been at work in this world building a
spiritual households for the last 2,000 years, His building
plans go beyond this life and this world. Jesus revealed
another building program, a kingdom in the making. “My

kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would
fight to prevent my arrest by the Jewish leaders. But now
my kingdom is from another place.” (John 18:36) Jesus
described his coming kingdom as a household. “My
Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would
I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place
for you?” (John 14:2) Jesus also has a plan for bringing his
subjects into his kingdom. “And if I go and prepare a place
for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that
you also may be where I am.” (John 14:3). Jesus spoke
these words on the night before he suffered on the cross
and died for our sins. He promised that the cords of death
would not hold him prisoner. He promised that he would
break the cords of death and become the resurrection and
the life. He promised that he would return to his Father in
heaven and wanted all who believed in him to be where
he is. Jesus also revealed the pathway and the gateway to
his kingdom. “I am the way and the truth and the life. No

COMPASSION CORNER
Remembering: We remember in our
prayers the families of those who have
gone on to be with the Lord including,
the Skutshek, Jennings, Puder, Gering,
Lees, Peters-Baumer families.

one comes to the Father except through me.” (John 14:6).

Jesus revealed these plans and made these promises while
he was on his way to the cross. By his innocent suffering
and death on the cross and his glorious resurrection Jesus
changed suffering and death from a bitter ending into a
new beginning. All Jesus asks is that you believe in him in
order to share in this new beginning. “Do not let your

Interceding: Pray for those who are in
hospital, receiving treatment, convalescing or shut in: Pam
Arnold, Ken Werner, Lorraine Wentland, Heidi Wakal, Kurt
Tartsch, Diane Hamilton, Pastor Horst Gutsche, Helene
Hack, Victoria Napora, Norma Hertel, Walter Semeniuk,
Annemarie Mayer, Arline Nikolaj, Tema Fenson, Charlene
Klingbeil-Anderson, George Osness, Lawrence Slind and
Mary Toth. Show us your mercy, O LORD, and grant us

hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in
me.” (John 14:1).

The “living stones” and “priests” of God’s spiritual
household at 1162 Hudson Road in West Kelowna, meet
on Sunday mornings at 9:00AM-Contemporary and
10:30AM-Traditional, for prayer, praise and thanksgiving
and are fed and transformed by God’s Word and the
Sacraments. Please come and join us. Perhaps this house
could become your home.
In Christ,

your salvation. Psalm 85:7

Congregational Life

Opportunities to serve and this Summer season:

Ladies’ Breakfast
Next Ladies Breakfast - Saturday,
September 5th, at the GateKeeper
Restaurant at 9:00AM.

Pastor Ed Skutshek

Wireless Listening Assistance for
ReSound Hearing Aids…For several years,
Grace has offered small FM loaner receivers that pick up
from the church sound system and with headphones
deliver the pastor’s voice directly to your ears. Many
people have found this very useful. We are now
investigating newer technology that allows a direct
wireless connection to your hearing aid without the use of

Men’s Breakfast
Next Men’s Breakfast – Saturday,
September 12th at the GateKeeper
Restaurant at 8:30 AM.
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Grace Choir

Happiness Group Luncheon
& Hymn sing

Grace Choir is in hiatus until September. Our Grace Choir performs a
musical offering during worship. We welcome anyone who has a voice
and wants to sing to the Lord! Please speak to Deni Skutshek
250.862.9098 or the Church Office 250.769.5685 for information.

Tuesday, September 15th,
at 11:30 AM

We hope to see you this fall!

Confirmation Classes

Keep me as the apple of your
eye; hide me in the shadow of
your wings.” Psalm 17:8

Dear Parents and Sponsors:
Do you have children in grade 7+ or know of youth who might
be interested in Confirmation or Affirmation of Baptism Class?
If so, please contact Pastor David or the office, to enroll your
child. We will meet after the 10:30 Worship on September
13th to discuss class times, etc. Confirmation is a vital program
for the faith formation years of your children. I believe it is the
most important classes they will take in their prime development
years... In Christ, Pastor David

A ministry of
Grace Lutheran Church
1162 Hudson Road,
West Kelowna, BC, V1Z 1J3
Please RSVP with: Church Office: (250) 769-5685 or
Wilma Lechner (250) 765-5649
Website: www.gracelutherankelowna.com

In Loving Memory

keLowna’s GospeL Mission
251 Leon Ave, Kelowna, BC
The 4th Tuesday of every month a team from Grace Lutheran
goes to the Gospel Mission. They help in the kitchen with lunch
and dinner preparation.
If you are called to help contact Penny Pfahl @ 250.707.0418
or by email: pennymelvin@shaw.ca

JENNINGS, Eva Gay
It is with great sadness that
we announce the passing of
Eva Gay Jennings who died
peacefully on May 16, 2015
with her children at her side
in West Kelowna at the age
of 90. Eva is survived by her
daughter Ava (married to
Wayne Fipke) of Kelowna
and her sons, Terrance Gay
(married to Linda Reid) of North Vancouver and Martin
Opsal (married to Lise) of Vancouver. Two sisters, Phyllis
Rivers and Helga Jennings, as well as nine grandchildren,
seven great grandchildren and three great great
grandchildren also survive her. Eva was predeceased by
her husband Michael Jennings in 2003 and by her
daughter, Renae MacLaughlin, in 2009. Eva was born in
Calgary, Alberta. Her parents immigrated from Larvik,
Norway. When she was young they moved to B.C., where
Eva spent most of her life. She was an elegant and
successful businesswoman and an award winning Realtor
in the Okanagan. Nicknamed “Mrs. Westbank” by her
friends, colleagues and clients she was a lady of great
honesty and integrity. Eva helped many community
groups as a benefactor and volunteer and was known for
her gentle spirit, humour and wit. As an active outdoors
woman, she enjoyed skiing and golfing. As a
compassionate lover of animals, she was dedicated to the
SPCA. In addition to other honours, in 2004 Eva was
nominated for a Kelowna YWCA Woman of Distinction
award for her lifetime achievements. A public Celebration

No Wednesday Bible Studies
until September!
Ladies 9:30 AM study led by Lilias Statham starts again in September
11:00 AM Study on Revelation led by Pastor Ed starts again in
September 23rd

Youth at Risk
Grace Lutheran congregation has committed to preparing a meal for 50 youth
on the 2nd Tuesday of each month. You can help in many ways:


Make a special donation for the cost of the food used to make the meal.



Come out to the church the 2nd Tuesday of the month at noon and help
prepare the meal.



Transport the meal from our church to the Boys and Girls Club facility on
Main Street. The meal is served at 4:30 PM.
Make a dessert or other item for the meal at your home and bring it to the
church on the 2nd Tuesday at noon.
If you want to help call Iris MacKinlay at 778-754-1541.

Special Music
We love to include Special Music at our 10:30 AM service this
summer. If you would be interested in singing a hymn for special
music or playing an instrumental piece during the offering please put
your name on the special music sign-up sheet on the bulletin board
and Pastor Ed will be in touch with you.

PRAISE BAND
Praise Band practices on Friday afternoons at 4:00 p.m.
They lead the congregation in song at the 9:00 AM service. We
welcome anyone who has a voice and wants to sing to the Lord!
Please speak to Deni Skutshek 250.862.9098 or the Church Office
250.769.5685 for information.

5

of Life and a Memorial Service was conducted by
Reverend Edward Skutshek and Reverend David
Wunderlich at Grace Lutheran Church, 1162 Hudson Road,
West Kelowna at 11:00 am on Saturday, June 13, 2015.

and around Kelowna. He took great pride in all that he did.
Paul was known for honesty and integrity in his business
dealings. He was active in and served a term as President
of HUDAC of Kelowna, a builders association. Paul and
Eugenie were people of faith. They were married and
raised their children in the church. They became members
of Christ Lutheran in 1968. They began attending and
then joined Grace Lutheran Church, West Kelowna,
following their son Edward’s acceptance of a call to serve
as the congregation’s pastor in June of 2000. Paul and
Eugenie were active in worship, Bible Study and service.
Paul’s family was his pride and joy and his solace. He and
Eugenie were truly an exemplary couple. Their marriage
was a partnership in every sense of the word. They built a
business and raised a family together. Each loved and
sacrificed for the other and together they sacrificed for
their children. They instilled their work ethic in their
children. They encouraged their children become
educated and strive to be the best they could be. As a
consequence their children studied law, architecture and
theology. Paul and Eugenie loved one another dearly.
When Eugenie died May of 2013, Paul could not be
consoled. He insisted that half of him had died. He waited
eagerly for the next life, in the Kingdom of God, with
Father, Son and Holy Spirit and reunion with Eugenie
forever. Paul is predeceased by his parents and siblings.
Left to cherish his memory are his daughter Desiree and
her son Noah; son Paul Jr. (Gordon Palmer), and son
Edward (Denise) and their son Jonathan, together with
numerous nieces and nephews in Canada, the US, France,
Poland and Russia. The Skutshek family wishes to express
their deepest and sincerest gratitude to the staff of the
Kelowna Hospice for the exemplary care that Paul
received during his last days and to Dr. Michael Bobyn, his
family physician, for the extraordinary care Paul received
right up to the very end. A service celebrating Paul’s life
was held at Grace Lutheran Church on Saturday June 27th
at 11:00 AM. Donations in lieu of flowers may be made to
Central Okanagan Hospice Association.

SKUTSHEK, Paul Peter
Paul
Peter
Skutshek
peacefully passed from this
life to the next on Friday June
19th 2015, surrounded by his
children and daughter-in-law.
He was born April 1, 1925 in
Zhytomyr, Ukraine. He grew
up in Horschtschick, a small
village in a German enclave
located about 200 KM from Kiev. He was the youngest of
12 children born to Maria and Joseph Skutshek. Paul grew
up in Stalinist times. Food was scarce, many starved and
people lived in fear of their government. He and his family
shed many a tear. However, resourceful and hard working
parents turned his tears to joy by providing food, security
and solace. The winds of war carried the family from the
Ukraine to Germany as refugees. In 1943 he turned 18 and
was granted German citizenship. He was drafted, trained
and sent to war. He was captured at the Battle of the Bulge
and spent the rest of the war as a prisoner of war. After
the war he worked for the US army. He immigrated to
Canada in 1951, settling with his sister and parents in
Winnipeg, Manitoba. Like many immigrants, he worked
for the CNR, first shoveling coal off of boxcars, and
eventually working his way up to the bridge and building
crew. In May of 1953 he married Eugenie Politz, literally
the “girl next door” from Paul’s hometown. By the time
their first child Edward was born in 1956, Paul had learned
English and was promoted to the position of Clerk in the
CNR office. Sometime after their daughter Desiree’s birth
in 1958, Paul studied architectural drafting at night school.
By the time their son Paul Jr. was born in 1963, Paul Sr.
was drawing plans and supervising the construction of
homes for Dominion Lumber in Winnipeg. He designed
and built three family homes in Winnipeg. The summer of
1968 the Skutshek family packed bare necessities into a
U-Haul trailer and headed west to Kelowna. Paul and
Eugenie came to Kelowna with a dream, to start their own
business, a construction company. They formed Paul
Construction, Ltd. The first few years were difficult. They
worked together as a finely tuned team. Paul drew the
plans, lined up the trades and supervised the construction
of homes. Eugenie learned bookkeeping and kept the
company books impeccably and the home fire burning so
that Paul could devote himself wholeheartedly to building
and designing. From 1968 to 1985 Paul designed and built
hundreds of homes and several commercial buildings in

CALC President’s Itinerary
April 14-17. Pastor Ed represented CALC at the Canadian Rockies
Theological Conference in Canmore, Alberta.
April 17-19. Pastor Ed led the fourth cluster meeting in the
development of CALC’s 10-year Plan at Immanuel Lutheran Church,
in Stoney Plain, Alberta.
April 24-26.
Pastor Ed led the fifth cluster meeting in the
development of CALC’s 10-year Plan in Saskatchewan.
May 2-3.
Pastor Ed led the sixth cluster meeting in the
development of CALC’s 10-year Plan at Mount Calvary Lutheran
Church in Mission, BC. Pastor Ed preached at Mt. Calvary on
Sunday morning and installed Pastor Manfred Schmidt as the
Pastor of Martin Luther Evangelical Lutheran Church at 2:30 PM.
May 15-17. Pastor Ed led the seventh cluster meeting in the
development of CALC’s 10-year Plan at Christ Lutheran Church in
Morden, Manitoba.
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“O God, eternal and almighty, from Whom all power and
wisdom flow, we are assembled here in Your presence to
ensure the good of our city and its prosperity. We beseech
You to grant us the enlightenment and energy necessary
for our deliberations to promote the honor and glory of
Your holy name and the spiritual and material well-being
of our city. Amen.”

May 30 Pastor Ed and Vivien Georgeson attended a CALC National
Council Meeting in Calgary.
July 19-23 Pastor Ed will be a presenter at Hastings Lake Bible
Camp near Edmonton, Alberta.
September 19-21st Pastor Ed will participate in a CALC National
Council meeting in Calgary and ordain and install John Graham as
the Pastor of St. Peter’s Lutheran Church in Sullivan, Ontario.

CALC News -President’s Message

“In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.”

Alain Simoneau vs The City of Saguenay, QB

The mayor began and ended the prayer by making the
sign of the cross. The other members of the council,
together with any municipal officials present, would cross
themselves at the beginning and end of the prayer.

The Beginning of the End of Christian Prayer at City Council
Meetings and More?

Mr. Alain Simoneau, a professed atheist, regularly
attended Saguenay’s city council meetings. He alleged
that the prayer and the making of the sign of the cross
were a religious display which made him very
uncomfortable. Prior to the December 4, 2006, Saguenay
City Council meeting, Simoneau approached the mayor
and asked him to stop reciting prayers before the
meeting. The mayor refused Simoneau’s request.

April 15th of this year, the Supreme Court of Canada (SCC)
in the case entitled Simoneau et al vs City of Saguenay
et al Docket: 35496 ruled that a Christian prayer recited
by the mayor of the City of Saguenay, QB, at a public
council meeting violated the Canadian Charter of Rights
and Freedoms and ordered the recitation of that prayer
cease.

In response to the mayor’s refusal, on March 28, 2007,
Simoneau, and Mouvement laïque québécois (“MLQ”)
filed a formal complaint with Quebec’s Commission des
droits de la personne et des droits de la jeunesse (the
“Commission”) demanding that they enjoin the recitation
of the subject prayer and order the removal of all religious
symbols, including religious statues and a crucifix, from
council chambers. MLQ is a non‑profit organization that
advocates the complete secularization of the provincial
government at every level in Quebec. Simoneau was a
member of MLQ. The Commission limited their review to
the prayer and not the crucifix and statuary. The
Commission believed that there was enough evidence to
submit the case to Quebec’s Human Rights Tribunal (the
“Tribunal”).

In the aftermath of the April 15th decision, several cities
across Canada immediately suspended their tradition of
offering opening prayers for council meetings, including
Ottawa, Regina and Kelowna (my hometown). City
councils in Calgary and Edmonton voted to eliminate
opening prayers and replaced them with moments of
silence. Winnipeg’s city council bucked this trend and a
city councilor offered a Christian prayer. There may be
pockets of resistance to the SCC ruling now, however,
soon and very soon, God will not be acknowledged,
worshiped and petitioned in Canadian city halls. Similar
lawsuits will most certainly follow and this silence may well
eventually spread to our provincial legislatures and finally
Parliament.

July 22, 2008, MLQ and Simoneau filed a complaint with
the Tribunal. The complaint alleged that the public
recitation of the prayer amounted to discriminatory
interference with Mr. Simoneau’s freedom of conscience
and religion, contrary to ss. 3 and 10 of the Quebec
Charter and interfered in a discriminatory manner with his
right to dignity and his right to information, contrary to
ss. 4, 10, 11, 15, 44 and 82 of the Quebec Charter. The
remedy they sought was for the Tribunal to order the City
and its mayor to cease the recitation of the prayer and
removal of all religious symbols from the council
chambers. They also asked for $50,000 in compensatory
and punitive damages.

Christians cannot remain silent on this issue. We must be
in dialogue with our neighbors and in the town square.
We have to be ready when those who are offended by
Christian prayer attack other Canadian institutions. In
order to engage in this dialogue it is important that
Christians understand the facts of this lawsuit, the issues
addressed by the court, the decisions handed down and
the implications of these decisions.
From 2002 through November 2008, the City Council of
the City of Saguenay, QB, began their regularly scheduled
City Council meeting with this prayer:

November 3, 2008, the Saguenay City Council
unanimously passed a bylaw which changed the
procedures around the prayer before their Council
meeting. The Bylaw acknowledged that prayer before city

“In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.”
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council meetings was a tradition of the city of Saguenay.
It went on to say that the council unanimously wanted this
tradition to continue and enacted their bylaw: “On the

state must exercise a “benevolent neutrality.” To meet
this standard the state must neither encourage nor
discourage any belief or non‑belief. The appellate court
held that “neutrality” does not require the state to avoid
involvement in religious matters. The exercise of the duty
of neutrality permits the state to take into consideration
the society’s heritage and traditions, and the state’s duty
to preserve its history.

basis of their individual rights and freedoms, in particular
their rights to freedom of expression, conscience and
religion.” The bylaw provided for the recitation of this
prayer:

Almighty God, we thank You for the great blessings that
You have given to Saguenay and its citizens, including
freedom, opportunities for development and peace.
Guide us in our deliberations as City Council members and
help us to be aware of our duties and responsibilities.
Grant us the wisdom, knowledge and understanding to
allow us to preserve the benefits enjoyed by our City for
all to enjoy and so that we may make wise decisions.
Amen.

The Court of Appeal held that it was their duty reconcile
and balance the protection of the diversity of beliefs with
the cultural reality of society, which includes the society’s
religious heritage. The Appellate Court found that the
prayer in Saguenay’s bylaw expressed universal values
and could not be identified with any particular religion.
The court further concluded that the state’s duty of
religious neutrality is intended to promote tolerance and
openness, not to exclude from a society’s reality all
references to its religious history. The court held that the
interference with Mr. Simoneau’s freedoms posed by the
prayer and religious symbols was trivial and insubstantial;
therefore, there was no discrimination with respect to
freedom of conscience and religion. The appeal was
allowed and the action was dismissed. Simoneau and MLQ
took the matter to the Supreme Court of Canada.

The prayer began and ended in the name of the Trinity
and the sign of the cross was made. The bylaw allowed
anyone who wanted to participate in the prayer to gather
in the Council Chambers a few minutes before the
meeting was scheduled to begin. The prayer specified in
the Bylaw was then prayed. The chair was required to
delay calling the meeting to order for at least two minutes
after the prayer finished. This gap in time allowed all those
who were offended by the prayer to enter the council
chambers and take their places. The meeting would then
be called to order.

The Supreme Court of Canada (SCC) sided with Simoneau
and the MLQ. They affirmed that the “state has a duty of
religious neutrality,” and the City of Saguenay violated
its duty of neutrality whenever the prayer was recited
before a city council meeting. The unanimous decision
was based on the implications of an evolution in Canadian
Society. The Court acknowledged that Canada has
become a truly a multi-cultural society. Our citizens
embrace and practice many faith and belief systems. In
addition, a growing number of Canadians have declared
they are atheists or unbelievers. The SCC ruled that public
meetings, like a city council meeting, must be a safe place
for all Canadians. They held: “A neutral public space free

Simoneau and MLQ amended the complaint and alleged
the new bylaw and the new prayer continued to violate his
freedom of conscience and religion and his right to
dignity and information.
The Tribunal heard the case and found that the prayer
was religious in nature and that the recitation of the
same showed a preference for one religion to the
exclusion of others. Therefore, this practice constituted a
breach of the state’s duty of neutrality. The Tribunal
ruled that Simoneau sincerely held his atheistic views and
his allegation that the whole process of prayer before the
council meeting made him feel isolated, uncomfortable
and excluded. They concluded that the subject prayer and
the public display of religious symbols resulted in a
substantial interference with his freedom of conscience
and religion and was therefore discriminatory. They
ordered that the prayer before the meeting cease and
awarded $30,000.00 in compensatory and punitive
damages to Mr. Simoneau and MLQ. The Tribunal
awarded punitive damages because they believed the
mayor and council had acted with intentional disregard of
Simoneau’s rights.

from coercion, pressure and judgment on the part of
public authorities in matters of spirituality is intended to
protect every person’s freedom and dignity, and it helps
preserve and promote the multicultural nature of
Canadian society.” The court went on to say: “The
recitation of the prayer at the council’s meetings was
above all else a use by the council of public powers to
manifest and profess one religion to the exclusion of all
others. On the evidence in the record, it was reasonable
for the Tribunal to conclude that the City’s prayer is in fact
a practice of a religious nature.”

The Court went on to rule that the recitation of the prayer
by those in authority turned the meeting into preferential
space for those of theistic beliefs. Theists could freely
participate in the meeting. The court held that nonbelievers could participate in the meeting, at a price:

The City of Saguenay appealed the Tribunal’s decision to
the Quebec Court of Appeal. The major issue on appeal
was the proper definition and limits of the “state’s
religious neutrality.” The majority of the court held the
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“isolation, exclusion and stigmatization.” The court made
the following ruling on the two minute period which
permitted non-believers to join the meeting after the
prayer: “The attempt at accommodation provided for in

our culture in dialogue. We must challenge the reasoning
underlying this decision.

Freedom from Religion? No one argues that our Charter
grants Canadians the “freedom of religion and
conscience.” This Charter freedom protects the right of
each Canadian to freely and unreservedly practice
whatever religion one chooses or refrain from such belief
and practice. This freedom is personal. It protects each
Canadian’s ability to believe and act upon that belief or
refrain therefrom. In Simoneau vs Saguenay, the court
interpreted the Charter’s grant of freedom of religion and
conscience to include granting Canadians a “freedom
from religion.” The freedom from religion requires that
government affirmatively act to limit the rights of fellow
citizens from legitimately practicing their faith in an effort
to not offend, isolate or alienate non-believers. The state’s
enforcement of both freedom of religion and the freedom
from religion can create tension and lead to incongruous
and mutually exclusive results. If this freedom from
religion is taken to the extreme, it would have the effect
of driving the practice of religious faith underground in an
effort to protect the sensibilities of non-believers. The
court removed this tension by interpreting the grant of
each person’s freedom of religion and conscience to
impose a duty on the “state” to take a position on the
practice of faith in certain aspects of civic life.

the by‑law, namely giving those who preferred not to
attend the recitation of the prayer the time they needed
to re‑enter the council chamber, had the effect of
exacerbating [or making worse] the discrimination.”

The City argued that, by excluding the prayer, the court
gave atheism and agnosticism prevalence over religious
beliefs. The prayer ban would by definition be
discrimination. The court ruled that, by excluding religious
prayer, the state is not promoting unbelief, the state is
abstaining from making any statement on faith or unbelief
whatsoever.
The City pointed out to the Court that their prayer is very
similar to the prayer that is recited in the House of
Commons, the body with highest legislative authority in
Canada. The City reasoned that their prayer should be
accorded the same respect as the prayer said in the House
of Commons. The SCC ruled that it would be
inappropriate to use the House of Common’s prayer to
support a finding that the City’s prayer is valid. The SCC
ruled: In the specific context of this appeal, this argument

must fail for three reasons. First, there is no evidence
before us on the purpose of the prayer of the House of
Commons. Second, the circumstances of the recitation of
the two prayers are different. Third, it is possible that the
House’s prayer is subject to parliamentary privilege, as
certain courts have suggested).

Religious Neutrality? The Quebec human rights
Commission and Tribunal, the Quebec Court of Appeal
and the SCC all based their decisions in this case on the
assertion that the “state has a duty of religious neutrality”
and that this duty flows from the freedom of religion and
conscience guaranteed by the Charter. This duty requires
that government do nothing to favor religious groups. No
one seems to challenge this assertion. The history of our
nation reveals that the Canadian government at all levels
has not been neutral about religion. Examples of a
Canadian bias in favor of faith and belief, include, without
limitation, the following:

The City urged the Court to consider the following
arguments. (a) The preamble to the Canadian Charter
reads: “Whereas Canada is founded upon principles that
recognize the supremacy of God and the rule of law:” (b)
The preamble thus establishes the supremacy of God and
the rule of law as the sources of the values that charter
protects. (c) Therefore, a prayer that refers to that same
God cannot interfere with anyone’s freedom of
conscience and religion. The SCC ruled that the Charter’s
reference to the supremacy of God cannot legitimize the
City’s prayer before council. The SCC has held: “The

preamble, including its reference to God, articulates the
“political theory” on which the Charter’s protections are
based.” The Court reasoned that the phrase “supremacy

of God” never meant to give one religion supremacy over
another religion or the rights of unbelievers. The prayer
said by City of Saguenay with its reference to Father, Son
and Holy Spirit was clearly a religious act which gave
preference to Christianity and this was a clear and
unambiguous violation of the City’s duty of religious
neutrality.
So what should Canadian Christians do in the aftermath
of this decision? We must engage our government and
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In many provinces (Newfoundland, Quebec, Ontario,
Manitoba and Saskatchewan), religious schools have
a constitutionally protected right to exist, teach their
students religious tenets and to receive public
funding.



The preamble to our Charter declares that, “Canada is
founded upon principles that recognize the
supremacy of God and the rule of law.” The authors
of the Charter intentionally made both the rule of law
and supremacy of God foundational principals of
Canadian society. Logic, reason and rules of grammar
dictate that by so doing they placed the supremacy of
God on the same footing as the rule of law. The
supremacy of God cannot therefore be a “political
theory,” but a reality which must be accorded the

the Governor General. Guide us in our deliberations as
members of Parliament, and strengthen us in our
awareness of our duties and responsibilities as members.
Grant us wisdom, knowledge, and understanding to
preserve the blessings of this country for the benefit of all
and to make good laws and wise decisions. Amen .

same status and respect as the rule of law. The word
supremacy is defined as: “the state or condition of
being superior to all others in authority, power, or
status.” If the supremacy of God is an organizing or
foundational principle of Canadian society, God is
superior to all others in authority in Canadian society,
including, all those in our governmental institutions
whether federal, provincial and local. God’s
recognition in the public life of our nation is thus
perfectly legal and above reproach.


Canada is a constitutional monarchy. Our sovereign,
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, is given the title: the
Defender of the Faith. She is the head of the Church
of England and the Church of Scotland, both being
Christian denominations. The Queen’s Canadian title
includes, “Defender of the Faith.” While our Queen is
not the head of any church in Canada, this title affirms
our Monarch’s conviction in the existence of God. If
our Queen believes in God, and is the head of two
Christian church bodies, does this not define the
identity of the God who is sovereign and the one
called upon in Canadian civic life?



The justices declared that the authors of the Charter
never meant to give one religion supremacy over
another religion or the rights of unbelievers. For
centuries the God acknowledged, worshiped and
petitioned in Canadian civic life has been the Christian
God revealed to us as God the Father, God the Son
and God the Holy Spirit. This practice continued after
Canadian Charter of Human Rights and Freedoms was
enacted.

The SCC seemed summarily to refuse to allow Parliament’s
prayer to be used to scrutinize Saguenay’s prayer. The
court argued the circumstances of the recitation of the
prayers were different. I am not sure if that is entirely
accurate. Parliament’s prayer is read by the Speaker of the
House before the doors are open to the public and thus
could not offend public sentiments. In Saguenay the
prayer was read by the mayor in a closed door time before
the city council meeting officially started. The major
difference between the circumstances is the invocation of
the holy Trinity and the making of the sign of the cross
before and after Saguenay’s prayer. The court argued that
no evidence was given as to the purpose of Parliament’s
prayer. I respectfully submit that Parliament’s prayer
speaks for itself. Parliament asks God to bless and protect
our Queen and Governor General. Parliament asks God to
bless and guide them in their deliberations for the
common good. Saguenay’s prayer had the same purpose.
The court refused to use Parliament’s prayer as a yardstick
by which to measure Saguenay’s prayer on grounds that
members of Parliament have certain privileges that
exempt them from the reach of the Supreme Court of
Canada, which could include saying prayers. The SCC is
most assuredly technically correct in their assertion. The
recitation of prayers behind closed doors may be a
standing order in Parliament and the House may use
parliamentary privilege as a protection. However, the
heart of the decision in Simoneau vs Saguenay is the new
doctrine of the neutrality of the state. Parliament is not
neutral with respect to religion. They pray to God. A
privileged prayer recited behind closed doors changes
nothing. The rule of law requires that all Canadians be
treated equally under the law. If the state has a duty of
neutrality in religion it applies to all, including Parliament,
or to none.

What’s Next? The implications of this case are
mindboggling. If the state has a duty to be neutral with
respect to religion and this duty is interpreted to prohibit
the recitation of a prayer at a public meeting what will be
next? Will the duty to be neutral pave the way for lawsuits
that will dismantle the separate school systems in many
provinces and forbid provincial funding of faith based
schools? Will chaplains in prisons and publically funded
seniors housing be fired and chapels closed on grounds
that these positions and places of worship advance
religious beliefs in a public institution? Do we remove the
“Defender of the Faith” from our Queen’s title? Will faith
communities lose their charitable status on the theory that
government is supporting religious groups by giving their
members tax advantages? Where will it end?

Talk to your neighbors and pray for our Supreme Court.
The Apostle Paul wrote: “I urge, then, first of all, that

petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made
for all people— for kings and all those in authority, that
we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and
holiness.” (1 Timothy 2:1-2). Pray that the name of God the

Parliamentary Prayer. The following prayer has been

Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit may once
again be invoked in heartfelt prayer in the civic life of our
great nation.

part of the daily proceedings in the House of Commons
since 1877 and was codified in standing orders in 1927:

Almighty God, we give thanks for the great blessings
which have been bestowed on Canada and its citizens,
including the gifts of freedom, opportunity and peace that
we enjoy. We pray for our sovereign, Queen Elizabeth, and

In Christ Pastor
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Ed Skutshek, President
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