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Starting in September 

Sunday Mornings:  

10:15 AM Discussion Group: meets with Pastor Jim 

Statham after the 9:00 AM service in the Fireside Room. 

They will continue studying the Parables. The first meeting 

of the group is Sunday September 11th.  

Sunday School begins Sunday September 11th. Sunday 

school takes place during the 10:30 AM service. The 

children leave for Sunday school after the children’s time. 

Wednesday Mornings:    

9:30 AM Ladies Bible Study: A group of ladies meets 

with Lilias Statham on Wednesday mornings. They are 

using a new study book by Cynthia Heald called, 

“Becoming a Woman Whose God is Enough.” Please call 

Lilias Statham for more information 250.767.0153.  The 

first meeting of this group is Wednesday September 7th.  

11:00 AM Study: This group meets with Pastor David. He 

will be leading the group in a study on the Paul’s letter to 

the Romans. Bring a bag lunch, and continue the 

conversation over a meal together.  The first meeting of 

this group is Wednesday September 7th.  

Thursdays: 

Grace Choir: Practices from 7:00-8:30 PM. Practices begin 

Thursday September 8th. The choir provides special music 

on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month. 

Fellowship Groups:   

Ladies’ Breakfast: Our ladies gather at 9:00 AM for 

breakfast at the Gatekeeper Restaurant in Westbank the 

first Saturday of the month.  No breakfast Saturday 

September 3rd. First breakfast October 1st. All ladies are 

welcome.  

Men’s Breakfast: Our ladies gather at 8:30 AM for 

breakfast at the Gatekeeper Restaurant in Westbank the 

second Saturday of the month.  First Breakfast Saturday 

September 10th.   

Happiness Group Luncheon: All are invited to our 

luncheon and sing along on Tuesday September 13th. 

Special music by our own Full of Grace.  The luncheon 

program starts at 11:30. RSVP early 250.769.5685. We 

prepare for 96.  

http://www.gracelutherankelowna.com/
mailto:info@gracelutherankelowna.com
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Pastor David’s Message 
 

The Book of Romans 

When we write a letter, we often input a lot of 

thought and care.  Demetrius, a Greek literary critic once 

claimed, “Every one reveals his own soul in his letter”.   By 

reading Saint Paul’s letter to the Romans we can see and 

understand the mind and heart of this great apostle.  Here 

St. Paul wants to share the salvation message of Christ to 

a world who is in need of it.   This letter to the Romans 

also opens up the contending problems that the early 

church had in Rome.   The book of Romans still speaks to 

us today in the challenges that the church faces in our 

modern culture.    St. Paul never knew for sure if he would 

make it to Rome in his lifetime, so this letter to the Roman 

church was as some writers call it a, "Last will and 

testament, “of St. Paul.  He wanted to express how we are 

to live out our faith in the world and church.  St. Paul 

wanted to do this just in case the Romans may never hear 

from him again.  Through the Holy Spirit, St. Paul shares 

the very essence of the faith and theology of the church 

right here in this letter.   

Rome was the capital and the grandest city of the 

known world at this time.  The letter St. Paul sends was a 

letter that would not only be received into the hands of 

the early followers of Jesus in Rome, but would also be 

received by many other churches in the Roman Empire.   

We all know the saying: “All roads lead to Rome,” and if 

this is the case, St. Paul's teachings to the church would 

possibly be spoken to wider assemblies.  This leaves no 

doubt that the book of Romans is one of the most 

important letters in the Bible.   Our very own Martin Luther 

wrote that the book of Romans is,” The true masterpiece 

of the New Testament and the very purest Gospel, which 

is well worthy and deserving that a Christian man should 

not only learn it by heart, word for word, but also that he 

should daily deal with it as the daily bread of men’s souls. 

It can never be too much or too well read or studied; and 

the more it is handled, the more precious it becomes, and 

the better it tastes.” 

 Martin Luther came to a very important and 

critical point here.   He is saying that all Christians should 

daily study the Holy Scriptures.  We should learn it by 

heart, so that when situations arise, we can recall God’s 

comforting words to nurture us and/or others.   The 

faithful should also digest God’s word daily. This is our 

daily bread that our souls need and hunger for.  The more 

we read and study it the more we come to realize what we 

have been really missing out in our lives.   This fall we will 

be opening up our Bible study programs again.  We invite 

and encourage you to join a bible study so that you will 

receive the spiritual benefits as Martin Luther describes.  I 

have always found in my own spiritual pilgrimage that 

Bible study with a group has been a real spiritual benefit 

for me.  I call upon you not to miss these wonderful 

opportunities when they present themselves. Here is what 

the Bible says about studying God’s Word.     

How sweet are your words to my taste, sweeter than 

honey to my mouth! Psalm 119:103 NIV 

 Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this 

prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it and take to 

heart what is written in it, because the time is near. Rev. 

1:3 NIV 

 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread 

alone.’” Luke 4:4 NIV 

The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The 

words I have spoken to you-they are full of the Spirit and 

life. John 6:63 NIV.    

Please come and join us for our weekly Bible studies that 

are found in our church calendar or website.  Certainly you 

will be blessed if you do so.   

In Christ Pastor David Wunderlich 
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Rides to Church 
Would you be willing to give a ride to one our 

parishioners, who lives close to you but is no longer able 

to drive to Sunday services or attend other congregational 

events? Call Nora Steffenhagen at 778. 478.4117, she will 

put you on a roster of drivers and will match you with a 

parishioner that lives near you. 

Sunday Coffee Fellowship   
Following our 10:30 AM Sunday worship service all are 

invited to our coffee hour. Members and friends of Grace 

Lutheran are generally assigned to a group which hosts 

coffee fellowship for the Sundays in a given month. Each 

group typically serves for two months a year. Our service 

groups need extra from time to time (during the summer 

and winter when many are away). If you love to serve God 

in this way, why not consider signing up as a spare. Service 

group leaders could call upon you. Let our church office 

know if you are willing 250.769.5685.  
 

Special Music 
We love to include Special Music 2nd and 4th Sundays at 

the 10:30 service.  If you would be interested in singing a 

hymn for special music, or playing an instrumental piece 

during the offering, please put your name on the special 

music sign-up sheet on the bulletin board and Miriam will 

be in touch with you. 
 

Praise Band  

Praise Band practices on Friday afternoons at 4:00 p.m. 

They lead the congregation in song at the 9:00 AM service. 

We welcome anyone who has a voice and wants to sing 

to the Lord, will honor the leadership of our Praise Band 

and will   promote harmony among the members of the 

Praise Band. Please speak to Deni Skutshek 250.862.9098 

or the Church Office 250.769.5685 for information.  
 

Grace Choir  

Our Grace Choir begins weekly rehearsals September 

11th. Grace Choir performs a musical offering during 

worship on the first and third Sunday of each month from 

September to May. We practice on Thursdays from 7:00-

8:30PM. We welcome anyone who has a voice and wants 

to sing to the Lord, will honor the leadership of our choir 

director and accompanists (and their substitutes), and will   

promote harmony among the members of the choir. 

Please speak to Deni Skutshek 250.862.9098 or the Church 

Office 250.769.5685 for information.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Grace Lutheran Women 
Date: Meetings resume in September     

Time: 9:30 AM 

Place: Fireside Room  

The women of Grace Lutheran Church maintain our 

kitchen and supply pantry. They minister to grieving 

families by offering hospitality. They support local, 

national and international missions. They meet as needed. 

Community OUTREACH  

Kelowna’s Gospel Mission 
251 Leon Ave, Kelowna, BC 

The 4th Tuesday of every month a team from Grace 

Lutheran goes to the Gospel Mission. They help in the 

kitchen with lunch and dinner preparation.  

If you are called to help, contact Penny Pfahl at 

250.707.0418 or by email: pennymelvin@shaw.ca 
 

Youth at Risk 
Grace Lutheran congregation has committed to preparing 

a meal for 50 youth on the 2nd Tuesday of each month.  

You can help in many ways: 

 Make a special donation for the cost of the food used 

to make the meal. 

 Transport the meal from our church to the Boys and 

Girls Club facility on Main Street. The meal is served 

at 4:30 PM.  

Make a dessert or other item for the meal at your home 

and bring it to the church on the 2nd Tuesday at noon. If 

you want to help call Iris MacKinlay at 778.754.1541 or 

Innes Wunderlich at 778.754.3212. 

 STILL HERE… 

 

Due to our congregation’s generous response, collection 

boxes will remain in the narthex where you can drop off 

any new or gently worn shoes that you no longer need.  

Kelowna Sunrise Shoe Bank will see that these shoes go 

to needy people in the community. 

Congregational Life 

mailto:pennymelvin@shaw.ca
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Fellowship 

Next Ladies’ Breakfast  
Saturday October 1st   at the Gatekeeper Restaurant (Holiday 

Inn) at 9:00 AM 

Next Men’s Breakfast  
Saturday September 10th at the Gatekeeper Restaurant (Holiday 

Inn) at 8:30 AM 

You are Invited to Grace Lutheran’s 

Happiness Group 
Luncheon & Hymn Sing 

 

Tuesday September 13th, 2016 at 11:30 am 

“God’s Word” Isaiah 55:10-11 

Special Music Feature:  Full of Grace 

Devotion by: Pastor David Wunderlich 

Please RSVP:  Grace Lutheran Church Office: 250.769.5685 

 

VBS 2016 
Jesus - His-Story 

From Christmas to Easter  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 

 

  

70 Children registered for our VBS with about 55 

attending each day. This year’s theme: His-story: Jesus 

journey from Christmas to Easter.  

In five days the children went from Christmas to Easter. 

On Monday the children learned of Jesus immaculate 

conception and birth. On Tuesday learned about the 

Bible’s only reference to Jesus’ youth. They heard how 

Jesus amazed the teachers at the Jerusalem Temple. On 

Wednnesday they hard how Jesus called his disciples to 

become fishers of men. On Thurdsay they followed Jesus 

from the upper room, where he instituted Holy 

Communion, to Golgatha, where he suffered and died. On 

Friday the children learned of Jesus miraculous 

resurrection nd promise of eternal life to all who believe.  

Each day the children sang songs. They sang classics like: 

“Deep & Wide,” “Allelu, Allelu, Allelu, Alleluia,” “This Little 

Light of Mine,” “Fishers of Men” (in English and Haida), 

“Give Me Oil for My Lamp” and “He’s Got the Whole World 

in His Hand,” “I Just Wanna Be a Sheep,” “Jesus Loves Me” 

(traditional tune & rap) and “Rise and Shine.” Each age 

group learned special songs appropriate to their ages. The 

older children learned the books of the Bible through two 

songs. The children learned to pray the Lord’s Prayer with 

their voices and with gestures.    

On Friday, the children participated in a closing program. 

Pastor David and his class served as narrators. The 

children sang group songs and each age group sang the 

special songs they had learned. The closing program was 

based on the life of the butterfly from caterpillar to 

butterfly as God’s sermon pointing to the life death and 

resurrection of Jesus.  

It takes the efforts of many people to make the VBS 

happen. We want to acknowledge the contribution of 

each of these people to the success of this year’s VBS:  

Teaching staff: 3, 4, & 5 Year Olds: Heidi Vant Geloof, 

Julia Zimmermann, Julia Emmond and Pastor Ed; Grade 1 

& 2: Susan Zimmermann and Cindy Cressman; Grade 3 & 

4: Penny Pfahl & Linda Hemming; Grade 5 & 6: Pastor 

David.  

Opening/Closing Leaders: Deni and Pastor Ed Skutshek  

Music Leadership & Instruction: Deni Skutshek & 

Sandra Hartness. 

Recess Leaders: Lauren & Reegan Forsyth  

Kitchen Staff: Karen Arend; Mary Pauls; Krys Logan;  Arnie 

Wentland & Maggie Lee 

Audio-Visual: Vivien Georgeson, Ted Schoepp, & Tim 

Hartness  

Registration: Paul Hertel, Cindy Cressman. 

Curriculum Development: Heidi Vant Geloof, Pastors 

David & Ed. Closing Program: Was written by Pastor Ed.  
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COMPASSION 

CORNER 

We lift up in prayer the Vinge & Ortman 

families on the passing of Shauna Vinge, 

daughter-in-law of Lorne & Karin; and the families of 

those who have recently gone to be with the Lord, 

including the Paterson/Vint and Sowles/Hamilton 

families; those recovering from surgery including Marty 

Edwards, Tammy Abrahamson and Gerda Pagenkopf; 

those in need of prayer at home including Brad Fenson, 

Annette Beaudreau, Mary Pauls, Irma Krusel, Lilly 

Matzigkeit,  Ella Balija, Clayton Hack, Dixie Schoepp, 

Gertraude Kreissig, Bruce Poirier, Krystian Poirier, Eric 

Godlien (Karl Broz’s friend), Gerald Schuler, baby Ewen 

Wilson, Mary Toth, Lorraine Wentland, Diane Hamilton, 

Annamarie Mayer, Marian Ruff, Ferne Sather, Dean Rigsby 

(Deni Skutshek’s step-brother), Pastor Horst Gutsche, 

Helene Hack, Arline Nikolaj and Tema Fenson. Be joyful in 

hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.  Romans 12:12 

 

CALC President’s  

Travel Itinerary 

July 10 Pastor Ed installed an interim minister and pastor 

in training candidate at Immanuel Lutheran Church of 

Rosenthal in Stony Plain, Alberta 

July 16-17 Pastor Ed met with leaders at Vancouver 

Chinese Lutheran Church. He preached there on Sunday 

morning.  

July 30-31 Pastor Ed attended Mt. Calvary Lutheran 

Church’s 60th Anniversary in Mission.   

August 5-7 Pastor Ed visited two congregations in the 

Toronto area in the call process. 

September 17 Pastor Ed, Vivien Georgeson and Everley 

Lutz   at National Council meeting in Calgary.  

September 18 Pastor Ed to participate in the installation 

of Pastor Chris Jukes at Faith Lutheran Church in Calgary. 

October 2-5 Pastor Ed at LCMC convention in Denver, 

Colorado.  

October 19-20 Pastor and Pastor David at CALC Pastors’ 

Retreat at St. Paul University in Ottawa.  

October 21-23 Pastor Ed chairs CALC Convention at All 

Saints Lutheran Church in Ottawa.  

October 30 Pastor Ed preaching for Consecration Sunday 

at St. Peter’s Lutheran Church in Cochrane, AB. 

 

 

CALC’s 2016 Convention  
When:  October 21, 22, & 23, 2016  

Where:  All Saints Lutheran Church   

    1061 Pinecrest Road,  

             Ottawa, Ontario, K2B 6B7 

Theme: We are Ambassadors!  

 2 Corinthians 5:17-20 

 

Friday Keynote Speaker:  Douglas Morton  

Topic: “Dealing with Communication and Conflict.”   

Reverend Morton is the Dean of 

Educational Ministry of the Institute of 

Lutheran Theology (ILT), of Brookings, 

South Dakota. He is member of the 

permanent faculty. At one time he 

served as a Circuit Counselor in the 

Iowa District East of the Lutheran 

Church — Missouri Synod (LCMS).  He is currently 

rostered with Lutheran Congregations in Mission for 

Christ (LCMC).  In 1999 he received training in the 

Conciliator Training Program through the Institute for 

Christian Conciliation, a Division of Peacemaker 

Ministries.  His presentation to the convention will focus 

on communication and dealing with misunderstanding 

and conflicts in congregations and among individuals.  His 

presentation will draw on his experience as a Conciliator 

and 37 years in the pastoral ministry.   

 

Saturday Keynote Speaker: Pastor Olaf Latzel  

Pastor Olaf Latzel will preach at 

our opening worship service on 

Friday evening and be our 

keynote speaker on Saturday 

afternoon.  Pastor Latzel is a 

Lutheran Pastor from Bremen 

Germany.  Pastor Latzel contends 

that the birthplace of the Reformation, and once a base 

for world Christian missions, is now a place where true 

followers of Jesus Christ are under fire in the media, by 

their own government and even denounced by fellow 

Christians.  “Traditional Christian teaching is increasingly 

viewed by a growing majority as bigoted, hateful, and 

even "un-Christian." "I'm only preaching the Gospel in a 

clear way," Latzel told Charisma News. "I think it is my duty 

to do this preaching in this way for our Lord."  Pastor 

Latzel laments a growing spirit of compromise that 

"seems to have swallowed Germany and the German state 

church." He has been quoted as saying:  "If you speak out 

loud and clearly about the truth of the Bible, that there's 

only one way to heaven and this way is Jesus Christ, there 

is only one God, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and there 

is no other god beside Him, then you have a problem." 
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Pastor Ed’s Message 

Two Signs  
Published in the Kelowna Capital News September 7th 2016  

Last month, I found myself traveling northbound on 

Interstate 5 freeway deep in the heart of the city of Los 

Angeles, California.  My eye caught a huge billboard on 

the side of the road. The billboard asked passersby this 

question: “Where Are You Going?” Below this question 

were two pictures and two destinations. One picture was 

of a blue sky gilded with soft white clouds and labeled, 

Heaven. The other picture was of angry flames and 

labeled, Hell.  At the bottom of the sign a 1-800 telephone 

number. 

About two minutes later I passed another sign. Big letters 

at the top of the sign spelled out: “Stay Out of Jail.”  It was 

an advertisement for a law firm. To keep out of jail, the 

sign said, you need a good lawyer. It proudly stated that 

the LA Law Group was the law firm that would keep you 

out of jail. A 1-800 number was emblazoned on the 

bottom of the sign.   

These two signs really preached to me. Both signs were 

meant to shock and produce a response.  

The question: “Where they were going to Heaven or Hell?” 

will cause some to laugh it off. Some folks do not believe 

in Heaven or Hell. This life is all there is. On your last day, 

you fade-to-black, never to see the light of life again. 

Others believe in an afterlife, that better place where our 

friends and relatives go. They believe all human beings go 

to a happy place without much reflection on why or how. 

Still others believe in Heaven and Hell. They believe that if 

you have lived a good clean life, you merit life in Heaven 

above. They take solace in their basically good life. Still 

others, while fearing Hell, will take solace in an agreement 

or contract they have entered into with the divine. They 

have agreed to accept a doctrine about the divine and live 

their lives according to a code of ethics or law given by 

the divine. They believe if they hold up their end of the 

bargain and live according to the divine code, they will, in 

the end make it to Heaven.     

Some, however, will reflect deeply on the question of 

Heaven and Hell and themselves and conclude as the 

Apostle Paul did, “I have the desire to do what is good, 

but I cannot carry it out.  For I do not do the good I want 

to do, but the evil I do not want to do—this I keep on 

doing. ….. What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me 

from this body that is subject to death?”   (Roman 7:18-

19, 24) Like the Old Testament Prophet Job, these souls 

will come to understand that God is not like a human 

being, that you could take Him to court. You cannot hire 

a good defense attorney and stay out of jail. They will 

conclude that, even if they or their lawyer, argued a solid 

case in a lawsuit against God, and even won; who could 

force God to comply with that judgment? (Read Job 9:1-

32). Like Job they will lament: “If only there were someone 

to mediate between us, someone to bring us together, 

someone to remove God’s rod from me, so that his terror 

would frighten me no more.” (Job 9:33-34). A mediator is 

one who puts a hand of friendship and reconciliation on 

the shoulders of two parties that are in a dispute and 

makes peace between them. 

Jesus did not mediate the dispute between God and 

humanity by a winning word as the best defense attorney 

in the universe. We see Christ’s mediation clearly in his 

outstretched arms on the cross. One hand on God’s 

shoulders and the other hand on our shoulders. By his 

innocent suffering and death on that cross, Jesus paid for 

our sins and their consequences, and thereby made peace 

with God. By his resurrection, he promised that all who 

believe in him, his guiding presence in this life and eternal 

life with God in the next.   

Where are you going? Want to change directions? Jesus 

is the way, the truth and the life and the only off-ramp 

that takes you off the highway to Hell and gets you onto 

the narrow road to Heaven. So…. Sunday morning, take a 

trip down Highway 97 to Hudson Road. Get off on Hudson 

and you will see Grace Lutheran. We worship at 9:00 and 

10:30. You will meet Jesus and He can change your 

direction.  

In Christ,  

Pastor Ed       
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The Grace Lutheran Church Fall Happiness Group Luncheon will 
be on Tuesday, September 13th at 11:30AM. Our fellowship hall 
space is limited to only 96 guests, be sure to sign up as soon as 
possible.  
 
Please call the church office at 250-769-5685 to register. We look 
forward to another warm & wonderful get-together with good 
food, great music, and even a story or two. 



8 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


