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During October we set aside time to thank God for 

feeding us with our harvest, the fruit produced by the 

field, orchard, vineyard, flock and herd.  We also stop and 

give thanks to God for giving us Martin Luther and the 

other reformers. God used the reformers to provide much 

spiritual food by which we are fed. The reformers taught 

us that the Holy Christian Church stands on five 

unshakable foundations.  

Scripture alone “Sola Scriptura.” In the past God spoke 

to our ancestors through the prophets at many times and 

in various ways, but in these last days he has spoken to us 

by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and 

through whom also he made the universe. (Hebrews 1:1-

2). We believe that God speaks to us through the pages 

of the Bible. All church traditions, creeds, and teachings 

must be in unity with the teachings of scripture as the 

divinely inspired Word of God. 

Christ Alone “Sola Christus.” “Jesus answered, “I am the 

way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father 

except through me.” We believe, trust and confess that 

Jesus is the only mediator between God and humanity and 

the only way to salvation.  

Grace Alone “Sola Gratia.” “For it is by grace you have 

been saved, through faith—and this is not from 

yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no 

one can boast.” (Ephesians 2:8-9) Grace is an unmerited 

gift from God. God forgives our sins for the sake of Jesus’ 

innocent suffering and death. God acts alone in our 

salvation. 

 Faith Alone “Sola Fide.” We receive salvation not based 

on works on our part but from faith in Jesus Christ. Faith 

that Jesus is the Son of God, he was incarnate as a human 

being through the power of the Holy Spirit, that he lived 

a perfect life and suffered and died on the cross for my 

sins and that he rose again from the dead and has thereby 

opened the gates of heaven to those who believe.  

To God be the glory alone “Sola Deo Gloria.” We give 

glory to God alone because our salvation is accomplished 

only through His will and action — God gives us gift of 

the all-sufficient atonement of Jesus on the cross and also 

the gift of faith in that atonement, created in the heart of 

the believer by the Holy Spirit. 

http://www.gracelutherankelowna.com/
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Pastor David’s Message 
What Would It Take for You to Be 

Thankful? 
 

First, take the furniture out of your house, most of the 

poor do not have furniture.  They might have a table, and 

chair. A bed would be considered a luxury. 

Second, throw out your clothes except for the oldest suit 

or dress that you have.  The head of the household may 

keep the only pair of shoes. 

Third, shut off the running water, turn off your Hydro, 

most of the world’s poor do not enjoy these amenities. 

Fourth, take your family and move into the back toolshed.  

It would be a change in square footage, but most of the 

world’s poor live in quarters that are smaller than your one 

car garage. 

Fifth, get rid of your newspapers and magazines, you are 

now illiterate, because most of the world’s poor cannot 

read.  

Sixth, your bankbooks, stock certificates, pension plans 

are now useless.  You are now the proud owner of a $5 

cash.  This is what the poor have to live on and buy their 

next meal. 

Seventh, take 25 to 30 years off of your life.  Most of the 

world’s poor have no options or access to good health 

care. (Adapted from the article “what is enough” In 

context) 

 

 When you read this, it is difficult to conceive how 

individuals or a whole family may live like this, and 

consider it to be normal.    As we celebrate Thanksgiving 

this year, there are a multitude of blessings for which we 

can be thankful.   I know these 7 points will be on my mind 

as I share a thanksgiving meal with my family.   Often we 

can feel down, or depressed.  At times we struggle to find 

some peace and happiness even in the midst of having 

our basic needs and daily bread met.  Being poor is not a 

place one would enjoy, yet it is quite possible that you will 

find more grateful people among the poor than among 

the ones who have abundance.   

 

It is all about perspective isn’t it; in how we look at life and 

the gifts we receive.    Perspective or view are interesting 

words. It’s how we look at things that make all the 

difference.   The other day I was driving in the car and I 

saw a bald eagle flying overhead.  Some in the vehicle 

could see it, others could not.  If we had changed seats, 

then others would have seen a different picture all 

together.  It was all a matter of perspective and angle of 

view that they took upon themselves.  Jesus asks us at 

times to change our perspective and to seek out what the 

kingdom of God is calling us to see and do.    That is why 

He shares with us in Matthew 22:37-39(NIV):  

 

Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart 

and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the 

first and greatest commandment.  And the second is like 

it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’   

 

When we look and analyze that last commandment, Jesus 

is shifting us to another perspective or view that we 

maybe did not realize.  To be honest, most in this country 

do not know what it is like to be the poorest of the poor.  

When I preached on these seven points on how to be 

poor, a number of people told me that they lived under 

these certain circumstances and conditions.  Each had a 

different story to tell.  I appreciated these stories, just as I 

appreciated the story of my own mother telling me that 

she had to walk barefoot to school as a child because of 

the poverty she and others endured during the Second 

World War.    

 

So it is all about perspective and putting your feet in other 

people’s shoes even if they don’t have them at times.  Be 

THANKFUL that we live in a beautiful country like Canada.  

Be THANKFUL that we have a church where we can be 

generous and leave our unwanted shoes at the front door 

to donate to those who have none.  Remember what St. 

Paul’s says:  Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in 

all circumstances; 1Thessalonians 5:18 NIV. 

 

Be Thankful in all Circumstances & Happy Thanksgiving,  

Pastor David Wunderlich 
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Pastor Ed’s Message  
Published in the Capital News  

To Err is Human 

Once upon a time, a young pastor accepted a call to a 

small rural parish, his first pastoral charge.  His first order 

of business was to visit every family on the church’s 

membership list.   

A common topic of conversation began to emerge as he 

went from home to home. Conversation always seemed 

to shift to a widow who lived out on a local farm. She was 

once a key leader of their congregation. She had 

organized the annual congregational fundraisers with 

great success. She sat on church council and always gave 

wise advice and counsel.  However, after her husband 

passed, things changed.  At the end of a council meeting 

she made a startling revelation. She declared that every 

Thursday at noon God came and spoke to her in an 

intimate one-on-one conversation. The council’s response 

was an uneasy silence. No one made eye contact with her. 

Council members left in silence. The woman resigned 

from council and her fundraiser committees. On Sunday 

mornings she was always the last person into the 

sanctuary at the beginning of worship and the first to 

leave. After a time, she stopped coming to church 

altogether.  

The pastor knew he had to visit that woman. One Friday 

morning he went out to see her. After a cup of tea and the 

exchange of the usual pleasantries, the pastor blurted out: 

“People say that you claim to have a real conversation with 

God every Thursday at noon. Is that true?” She nodded in 

response. He continued: “I don’t believe it. Prove it to me. 

Ask God to describe my secret thought I had in seminary 

that almost made me quit seminary and even leave the 

church.” Once again she nodded and asked him to return 

next Friday morning.   

The young pastor was on edge from the moment he had 

issued the challenge. He believed that God is omniscient, 

or knows all. “You know when I sit and when I rise; you 

perceive my thoughts from afar.  You discern my going 

out and my lying down; you are familiar with all my ways. 

Before a word is on my tongue you, Lord, know it 

completely.” (Psalm 139:2-4).  God knew the young 

pastor’s terrible secret thought, even before he first 

thought it. The ugly thought would ever be in God’s mind 

forever. How could God truly love the pastor if that terrible 

secret was ever before God? What if the widow did talk to 

God? What if God revealed the pastor’s terrible thought 

to her? If she revealed my secret thought to others he will 

surely be forced to leave the ministry.    These thoughts 

swirled around his mind. He could hardly sleep.  

The fateful Friday finally came. He bolted out to the 

widow’s farm. After a cup of tea and the exchange of the 

usual pleasantries, he blurted out: “Did you ask God?” She 

nodded yes.  

“Well what did God say? What was my terrible thought?”   

She responded: “He forgot.” 

To err is human. God knows that we will sin against one 

another, and we will, like the young pastor, sin against 

God by our doubts and failure to forgive others who have 

sinned against us. However, to forgive is truly divine.  

Speaking through the Old Testament prophet Isaiah God 

promised: “I, even I, am he who blots out your 

transgressions, for my own sake, and remembers your sins 

no more.” (Isaiah 43:25). In Isaiah, God defines Himself as 

one who blots out sin and then literally forgets these sins. 

God blots out these sins, for His own sake, for those who 

believe in the innocent blood shed by His Son Jesus on 

the cross, which reaches back to the creation of the world 

(Revelation 13:8). God gives us this faith through the Holy 

Spirit who calls and enlightens us through the preaching 

of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The all-knowing God shows 

His love for us by intentionally choosing to forget our sins, 

for Jesus’ sake. 

Did that woman truly talk to God face to face? Only He 

knows. However, she does teach us something important. 

She speaks to those among us who carry sins, those secret 

sins that we believe God will not forget. She points us back 

to God’s conversation with Isaiah and assures us that not 

only has God forgiven that sin He has forgotten it. She 

teaches us to ask God for the grace to be able to 

overcome this lack of faith and believe we are forgiven 

and with God’s help can forgive others. Are you burdened 

by the past? Come have a conversation with God at Grace 

Lutheran Church on Sundays at 9:00 & 10:30 AM, ask His 

forgiveness and hear His response.  

In Christ, 

Pastor Ed Skutshek 
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Congregational Life  
 

Christian Education 

Sunday Mornings:  

10:15 AM Discussion Group:  A discussion group meets 

with Pastor Jim Statham immediately following the 

9:00AM worship service. The theme is, “God’s Plans for 

You in Ephesians.”  

Sunday School. Sunday school takes place during the 

10:30 AM service. The children leave for Sunday school 

after the children’s time. 

Wednesday Mornings:    

9:30 AM Ladies Bible Study: A group of ladies meets 

with Lilias Statham on Wednesday mornings. They are 

using a new study book by Cynthia Heald called, 

“Becoming a Woman Whose God is Enough.” Please call 

Lilias Statham for more information 250.767.0153.  The 

first meeting of this group is Wednesday September 7th.  

11:00 AM Study: This group meets with Pastor David. He 

will be leading the group in a study on the Paul’s letter to 

the Romans. Bring a bag lunch, and continue the 

conversation over a meal together.  The first meeting of 

this group is Wednesday September 7th.  

Thursdays: 

Grace Choir: Practices from 7:00-8:30 PM. Practices begin 

Thursday September 8th. The choir provides special music 

on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month. 

 

Fellowship Groups:   
Ladies’ Breakfast: Our ladies gather at 9:00 AM for 

breakfast at the Gatekeeper Restaurant in Westbank the 

first Saturday of the month.  Next breakfast: Saturday 

October 1st. All ladies are welcome.  

Men’s Breakfast: Our men gather at 8:30 AM for 

breakfast at the Gatekeeper Restaurant in Westbank the 

second Saturday of the month. Next breakfast Saturday 

October 8th.    

Happiness Group Luncheon: All are invited to our 

luncheon and sing along on Tuesday December 13th.  The 

luncheon program starts at 11:30. RSVP early 

250.769.5685. We prepare for 96.  
 

 

 

Opportunities For Service  
Rides to Church 

Would you be willing to give a ride to one our 

parishioners, who lives close to you but is no longer able 

to drive to Sunday services or attend other congregational 

events? Call Nora Steffenhagen at 778. 478.4117, she will 

put you on a roster of drivers and will match you with a 

parishioner that lives near you. 

Sunday Coffee Fellowship   

Following our 10:30 AM Sunday worship service all are 

invited to our coffee hour. Members and friends of Grace 

Lutheran are generally assigned to a group which hosts 

coffee fellowship for the Sundays in a given month. Each 

group typically serves for two months a year. Our service 

groups need extra help from time to time If you love to 

serve God in this way, why not consider signing up as a 

spare. Service group leaders could call upon you. Let our 

church office know if you are willing 250.769.5685.  
 

Special Music 

We love to include Special Music 2nd and 4th Sundays at 

the 10:30 service.  If you would be interested in singing a 

hymn for special music, or playing an instrumental piece 

during the offering, please put your name on the special 

music sign-up sheet on the bulletin board and Miriam will 

be in touch with you. 
 

Praise Band  

Praise Band practices on Friday afternoons at 4:00 p.m. 

They lead the congregation in song at the 9:00 AM service. 

We welcome anyone who has a voice and wants to sing 

to the Lord, will honor the leadership of our Praise Band 

and will   promote harmony among the members of the 

Praise Band. Please speak to Deni Skutshek 250.862.9098 

or the Church Office 250.769.5685 for information.  
 

Grace Choir  

Our Grace Choir begins weekly rehearsals September 

11th. Grace Choir performs a musical offering during 

worship on the first and third Sunday of each month from 

September to May. We practice on Thursdays from 7:00-

8:30PM. We welcome anyone who has a voice and wants 

to sing to the Lord, will honor the leadership of our choir 

director and accompanists (and their substitutes), and will   

promote harmony among the members of the choir. 

Please speak to Deni Skutshek 250.862.9098 or the Church 

Office 250.769.5685 for information.  
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Community OUTREACH  
Kelowna’s Gospel Mission 

251 Leon Ave, Kelowna, BC 

The 4th Tuesday of every month a team from Grace 

Lutheran goes to the Gospel Mission. They help in the 

kitchen with lunch and dinner preparation. If you are 

called to help, contact Penny Pfahl at 250.707.0418 or by 

email: pennymelvin@shaw.ca 
 

Youth at Risk 

Grace Lutheran congregation has committed to preparing 

a meal for 50 youth on the 2nd Tuesday of each month.  

You can help in many ways: 

 Make a special donation for the cost of the food used 

to make the meal. 

 Transport the meal from our church to the Boys and 

Girls Club facility on Main Street. The meal is served 

at 4:30 PM.  

Make a dessert or other item for the meal at your home 

and bring it to the church on the 2nd Tuesday at noon. If 

you want to help call Iris MacKinlay at 778.754.1541 or 

Innes Wunderlich at 778.754.3212. 

 
Operation Christmas Child Campaign 

OCTOBER 16TH – NOVEMBER 13TH  
Shoeboxes will be ready for pick-up in the narthex on 

October 16th. If you want to start packing sooner, please 

contact the office for a shoebox 250.769.5685.  If you do 

not have time to pack a shoebox, but would still like to 

help out, please make a donation and put “Christmas 

Shoeboxes,” on the envelope or memo line of your 

cheque.  Thank you.  The Grace Youth will be packing 

shoeboxes at the church on November 12th.  Please 

return all filled shoeboxes for the shoebox blessing on 

November 13th. 

 

 

 

 Five Things To Remember When Packing Shoeboxes 

1. No food items or candy 

2. No used or dirty items  

3. No liquids or items that leak, melt or freeze i.e., 
shampoo, makeup, chap stick, bubble bath  

4. No breakable items  

5. No items that scare or harm a child i.e., war-
related items like toy guns, knives, camouflage 
items 

 
 

A list of the top 100 shoebox items will be available with 
each shoebox.  

 

STILL HERE… 

 

Due to our congregation’s generous response, collection 

boxes will remain in the narthex where you can drop off 

any new or gently worn shoes that you no longer need.  

Kelowna Sunrise Shoe Bank will see that these shoes go 

to needy people in the community. 

mailto:pennymelvin@shaw.ca
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September at Grace  
Happiness Group Luncheon  

On Tuesday September 13th, 80 happy people turned out for 
our quarterly Happiness Group Luncheon. There were many 
new faces around the table. We enjoyed a delicious lunch 
prepared by our faithful catering team Reanne, Christina and 
Janet. Uplifting music was provided by Full of Grace, who also 
provided musical leadership us during the hymn-sing.  Pastor 
David inspired and motivated us with his devotional message. 
You don’t want to miss our Christmas luncheon in December, 
so RSVP early.   

 

Hotdog Luncheon  
Thanks to the combined effort of our coffee fellowship 

team, Pastor David and the youth of Grace Lutheran and 

members of our Stewardship Committee, our 

congregation was treated to a fantastic hotdog luncheon 

following the second service on September 25th. We were 

joined by participants of Pastor Jim’s Discussion group 

that meets during the second service. It was a great 

opportunity for fellowship and fun. We look forward with 

anticipation to the next hotdog luncheon.   

 

 

 

Grace youth events 

October 30 – 12:00PM-1:30PM – Laser Tag & Bag Lunch 

Event 

November 12 – 10:00AM-12:30PM - Operation 

Christmas Child Shoebox Packing & Pizza Party 

December 27 – 9:00AM-1:00PM -  Gospel Mission 

Serving & IHOP Lunch 

January TBA  - Big White Event 

 

 

COMPASSION 

CORNER 

We lift up in prayer all of the families of 

those who have recently gone on to be 

with the Lord including the Osness 

family on the loss of patriarch George, 

the Wentland/Harden families, the Vinge/ Ortman 

families, the Paterson/Vint families and Sowles/Hamilton 

families; those recovering from surgery including Bruce 

Poirier, Marty Edwards, and Gerda Pagenkopf; those in 

need of prayer at home including Glen Heming, Pia Scott, 

Nedra Schuler, Brad Fenson, Annette Beaudreau, Mary 

Pauls, Irma Krusel, Lilly Matzigkeit,  Ella Balija, Clayton 

Hack, Dixie Schoepp, Gertraude Kreissig, Krystian Poirier, 

Eric Godlien, Gerald Schuler, baby Ewen Wilson, Mary 

Toth, Lorraine Wentland, Diane Hamilton, Annamarie 

Mayer, Marian Ruff, Ferne Sather, Dean Rigsby (Deni 

Skutshek’s step-brother), Pastor Horst Gutsche, Helene 

Hack, Arline Nikolaj and Tema Fenson. Be joyful in hope, 

patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.  Romans 12:12 

 

CALC President’s  

Travel Itinerary 

October 1-5 Pastor Ed at LCMC convention in Denver, 

Colorado.  

October 18-20 Pastor and Pastor David at CALC Pastors’ 

Retreat at St. Paul University in Ottawa.  

October 21-23 Pastor Ed chairs CALC Convention at All 

Saints Lutheran Church in Ottawa.  

October 30 Pastor Ed preaching for Consecration Sunday 

at St. Peter’s Lutheran Church in Cochrane, AB. 
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