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35th Anniversary 

Celebration 
Sunday October 25th 

 

...you are God’s field, God’s building. 

I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God has 

been making it grow.  So neither the one who plants 

nor the one who waters is anything, but only God, 

who makes things grow.  1 Corinthians 3:9, 6-7 

 

October is a month of Thanksgiving. On the second 

weekend of the month, our nation stops and offers 

thanksgiving for the bountiful harvest that has been 

reaped across our great nation.  In some provinces, the 

yield received was unexpected. Farmers in many areas of 

Alberta expected very low yields due to the lack of rain in 

June and July. However, rains did come, the crop did grow 

and the predictions for the yield per acre look quite 

promising. If the weather holds out, there will be some 

very happy farmers. I wonder how many of those farmers 

will pause and thank God for their harvest? 

Some 35 years ago, Pastor Leonard McFarlane sowed the 

Gospel seed on Kelowna’s Westside. Others came after 

him and watered the seeds. But it was God who gave them 

the seed to sow, the soil, the water and the sun, that made 

our field grow. We want to give God the thanks for making 

us grow for 35 years.  

We will be hosting a 35th Anniversary service on Sunday, 

October 25th, with a luncheon after our second service. It 

will be a ham and scalloped potato lunch, with ham, buns 

and dessert provided. We need volunteers to make 

scalloped potatoes. If you volunteer to make scalloped 

potatoes it should make enough to feed at least 10. If you 

don’t wish to bring potatoes, please bring a salad. A short 

presentation will follow the meal. Sign-up sheets will be in 

the Narthex soon. See you there!  

http://www.gracelutherankelowna.com/
mailto:info@gracelutherankelowna.com
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Pastor Ed’s Message 

Published in the Kelowna Capital News  

Thanksgiving 

 

Next weekend is Thanksgiving weekend. Families and 

friends all over Canada will gather together for a feast. At 

many of those meals, someone will ask, “What are you 

thankful for today?”  Many will recite a list of including 

family, friends, job and the other benefits we enjoy in 

Canada.” However, there are two other questions we must 

also ask: Who do you thank for all that you enjoy? How 

do you thank the source of your blessings?” Luke’s gospel 

reminds me what I am thankful for, who I am grateful to 

and how I express my thanks.          

“And as he entered a village, he was met by ten lepers, 

who stood at a distance and lifted up their voices, saying, 

“Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.” When he saw them he 

said to them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.” And 

as they went they were cleansed. Then one of them, when 

he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with 

a loud voice; and he fell on his face at Jesus’ feet, giving 

him thanks. Now he was a Samaritan. Then Jesus 

answered, “Were not ten cleansed? Where are the nine? 

Was no one found to return and give praise to God except 

this foreigner?” And he said to him, “Rise and go your way; 

your faith has made you well.” (Luke 17:12-19) 

Our great nation was founded by immigrants.  Many 

immigrated to escape persecution for their beliefs, most 

notably, their religious beliefs. Like many other people in 

Kelowna, I can claim that my parents were immigrants to 

Canada. Like thousands of other new Canadians, they 

were people of German descent who were born in the 

Ukraine. They lived under the repressive Stalinist regime.  

Like the lepers, they were outsiders who were rejected and 

oppressed by their fellow citizens because of their 

ethnicity and faith.  Many of them prayed to Jesus for 

deliverance. God used the winds of WW II to move 

hundreds of thousands of them to Germany. At the end 

of the war, when resources were scarce, many felt pushed 

to the edge of society and cried out to God once again for 

help and healing. Many experienced a call to immigrate to 

Canada.    

They came to Canada full of hope. They learned English, 

worked incredibly hard, saved and sacrificed in order to 

achieve the Canadian dream of home ownership and 

economic success. They had found freedom from political 

tyranny and the unbearable hardship of war. Many 

experienced a profound sense of healing. The emotional 

scars and burdens they brought with them disappeared.  

Many simply continued on their way to health and 

wholeness in the new land. My parents, like the tenth 

leper, in Luke’s gospel, turned back to praise, worship and 

thank Jesus. Weekly worship was a priority for my parents.    

I praise and thank God for answering the prayers of my 

parents and their peers with freedom, healing and 

material blessing. I thank and praise the Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit for all the blessings bestowed upon me and my 

family. Even more importantly, I praise and thank God for 

Jesus and his amazing grace. Jesus cleansed the lepers, 

not because they deserved it or as payment of a bargain 

whereby, they promised to do something in return for 

their healing. Jesus, the all-knowing Son of God, healed 

them knowing that 90% would not return to thank him. 

Jesus’ action was a pure act of grace with no expectation 

of receiving thanks. What made the 10th leper return? It 

was the God given realization that he had been touched 

by the hand and grace of God in Christ Jesus. He knew 

that there was no way to repay Jesus for what he had 

done. All he could do was bow down and worship Jesus. 

The act of bowing down and worshiping, opened up a 

door to so much more: the promise of faith in and a 

relationship with God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit; the 

forgiveness of sin; a life with Jesus; and in the end, eternal 

life. Are you like that leper, do you need healing? Can you 

experience the hand of God in the blessings of your life? 

Come worship with us on Sunday October 11th, at 9:00AM 

(Praise Band), or 10:30AM (Choir & Special Music), 

experience healing & wholeness, and watch that door 

being opened for you.   In the heart of thanksgiving, Grace 

Lutheran Church would like to give thanks to Home 

Hardware Canada for free shipping of many boxes of 

sweaters collected by local churches to Canadian Lutheran 

World Relief in Winnipeg, who will be sending these 

sweaters to Syrian refugees in Jordan.  God Bless you!   

In Christ, 

Pastor Ed Skutshek
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Pastor David’s Message  

The Bible 
From the learning about our faith series. 

 

Question: Pastor David, why do Christians call their most 

sacred book the Bible? 

Answer: I would like to say that the bible means: Basic 

Instructions Before Leaving Earth. The Bible really 

received its name from the Greek name, “biblia,” meaning 

books. The bible is not one book, but it is a collection of 

66 separate books that work together and support one 

another. 

Question: Who is the author of the Bible and is it God’s 

Word to us? 

Answer: There are as many as forty different writers who 

have written the letters and words down in the Bible. 

These are not of their thoughts or opinions. God had 

spoken to them and directed them to write these words. 

Question: Is the King James Bible translation the best 

Bible to read?  

Answer: There is nothing wrong with the King James 

Bible, however there are also good translations out there 

like the NIV, for example. The best source for reading the 

Bible is to read the original language in which it is written. 

The original language that the Old Testament was mainly 

written in was Hebrew with some Aramaic.  The original 

language of the New Testament is Greek. If you do not 

know these languages, it is okay, because we have very 

good English translations to help us read and understand. 

Question: How was the Old Testament put together? 

Answer:  God’s people, known as the Hebrews, had a 

flawless way to pass down the biblical stories and events.  

Eventually, around 1400 B.C., with God’s divine guidance, 

Moses had edited and written these stories down.  The 

other scriptural texts were collected by other Jewish 

authors over the next thousand years.  Around 450 B.C., a 

council of rabbis, guided by the Holy Spirit, agreed that 

these texts are the inspired and sacred authority of the 

divine creator.  These scriptures were copied over the 

years with extreme accuracy.  If a copy had a mistake, it  

was thrown out.  The scribes had extreme methods to 

keep the Holy Word in its full purity.  This method was 

continued until the invention of the printing press.    One 

of the oldest copies of the Old Testament is the famous, 

Dead Sea Scrolls. When the scrolls were found and 

compared to the scriptures today it confirmed how 

diligent and reliable the scribal system was.  

 

Question: How was the New Testament put together? 

Answer:   After 400 years of scriptural silence, Jesus Christ 

our Saviour had finally come to fulfill the scriptural 

promise.   In His message, He gave us a New Testament 

or New Covenant.  Around 40 A.D. to 90 A.D., His disciples 

and eye witnesses like Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Paul, 

James, Peter and Jude wrote these passages down.  These 

passages eventually became the New Testament.     As 

Christians, we see these chosen texts as the inspired Word 

of God. 

Question:  Is the Bible really reliable, and should we take 

it seriously? 

Answer: Yes, absolutely, without a doubt.   The Bible, in 

its complete form, is the best preserved literary work of all 

antiquity.  The Bible is the most reliable ancient book we 

have.  We are blessed to have over 24,000 ancient 

manuscripts to support its existence.  No other work of 

antiquity has been more scrutinized and studied than the 

Bible.  Remember and recall what 2 Timothy 3:15-17 says, 

“and how from infancy you have known the holy 

Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation 

through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is God-breathed 

and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 

training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be 

thoroughly equipped for every good work. NIV 

Remember, to really believe that the bible is real for you, 

and that God needs to breathe his Holy Spirit into you.   

Ask and you will receive. 

It is a blessing to know and read His Word. 

Pastor David Wunderlich 
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Pastor Ed’s Message  

 

Christian Education  

Bible studies  

Sunday Morning: Rev. Jim Statham will be starting a 

discussion group on Oct 4th following the first service in the 

Fireside Room. It will give us an opportunity to explore our 

faith and life struggles. He believes it is possible for us all to 

be excited and confident about what we believe! Topics will 

vary every two to three months. There will be a pot of coffee 

on. Do invite your non church friends to meet you at ten. Jim 

has outside preaching obligations normally only once a 

month in which case there will be no class that morning.  

    Join us for the first of eight sessions through the fall on, 

‘Why You Can Believe in Jesus’. Whether you know only a little 

about Jesus, or are a long time student of the Bible, matters 

not for there are some exciting discoveries ahead for us! “ 

Wednesday Mornings Ladies: Lilias Statham is leading a 

Ladies Bible Study from 9:30 to 11:00 AM. The topic: 

“Becoming a Woman of Grace” another book in the series 

by author Cynthia Heald. All women are welcome. Please 

contact Lilias at 250-707-0153 if you plan to attend so that 

books can be ordered.  

Wednesday Mornings: Pastor Ed Skutshek is leading a 

Bible Study from 11:00 AM to Noon. We continue studying 

the Book of Revelation using William Hendriksen’s book 

entitled “More Than Conquerors: An Interpretation of the 

Book of Revelation.” Bring a bag lunch with you. Enjoy lunch 

and discuss what we have just learned, other topics and  

fellowship. No Bible Study on October 8th or 15th  

Confirmation Classes !!  

Wednesdays from 4:00 PM to 5:00 PM in the Fireside Room. 

There is still time to join the class. If you know of a youth aged 

12-13 years who would benefit from Confirmation instruction 

please call Pastor David @ (250) 769-5685.  

 

Sunday School  

Sunday School begins Sunday September 13th. Children 

come to the 10:30 service and go to Sunday School after the 

Children’s Time.  

We would very much like to have two new teachers who 

could make a 1 (or 2) Sunday per month commitment so 

we can teach in rotation and thus enabling us to attend 

alternate Sunday services on a more regular basis. Please 

call Heidi to discuss this opportunity at 250.764.7544. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Service  

Kelowna Gospel Mission 

251 Leon Ave, Kelowna, BC 

The 4th Tuesday of every month a team from Grace Lutheran 
goes to the Gospel Mission. They help in the kitchen with lunch 
and dinner preparation.  

If you are called to help contact Penny Pfahl @ 250.707.0418 
or by email: pennymelvin@shaw.ca 

Youth at Risk 

Grace Lutheran congregation has committed to preparing a 
meal for 50 youth on the 2nd Tuesday of each month.  You can 
help in many ways: 

 Make a special donation for the cost of the food used to 
make the meal. 

 Come out to the church the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 
noon and help prepare the meal.  

 Transport the meal from our church to the Boys and Girls 
Club facility on Main Street. The meal is served at 4:30 PM.  

Make a dessert or other item for the meal at your home and 
bring it to the church on the 2nd Tuesday at noon. 

If you want to help call Iris MacKinlay at 778-754-1541. 

Special Music 

We love to include Special Music at our 10:30 AM service on 
the second, fourth and fifth Sundays. If you would be 
interested in singing a hymn for special music or playing an 
instrumental piece during the offering please put your name 
on the special music sign-up sheet on the bulletin board and 
Miriam will be in touch with you. 
 

PRAISE BAND  
Praise Band practices on Fiday afternoons at 4:00 p.m. 
They lead the congregation in song at the 9:00 AM service. We 
welcome anyone who has a voice and wants to sing to the 
Lord! Please speak to Deni Skutshek 250.862.9098 or the 
Church Office 250.769.5685 for information.  
 

Grace Choir  
Our Grace Choir performs a musical offering during worship on 
the first and third Sunday of each month from September to 
May. We practice on Thursdays from 7:00- 8:30 PM beginning 
Thursday September 10th. We welcome anyone who has a 
voice and wants to sing to the Lord! Please speak to Deni 
Skutshek 250.862.9098 or the Church Office 250.769.5685 for 
information.   
 

GRACE LUTHERAN WOMEN  

Change in Meeting Time: Grace Lutheran Women will 

meet Thursday October 22nd, in the Fireside Room at 

9:30AM, so we can plan the 35th Anniversary luncheon.  

Congregational Life 
Opportunities for Study, service and Fellowship this Fall: 

 

mailto:pennymelvin@shaw.ca
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Fellowship  

 Happiness Group Luncheon 
& Hymn sing  

Tuesday  
December 15th, 2015 

11:30 AM  
 

“Good King Wenceslaus” 
Not a prince, but the father of all the wretched. 

A ministry of  
Grace Lutheran Church 

1162 Hudson Road,  
West Kelowna, BC, V1Z 1J3 

Please RSVP: Church Office: 250.769.5685 
or to Wilma Lechner 250.765.5649 

Website: www.gracelutherankelowna.com 
 

Ladies’ Breakfast  

Ladies Breakfast Saturday October 3rd, at 
the Gatekeeper Restaurant at 9:00 AM. 
 

Men’s Breakfast  

Men’s Breakfast Saturday October 10th, at 
the Gatekeeper Restaurant at 8:30 AM. 
 

Youth Events 

Looking forward to another year of youth activities.  Below 

are upcoming events for the year.   If you have any 

questions or want to join in call Pastor David at the office.  

250-769-5685   

2015 

Oct. 31 - Pizza party and Operation Christmas Child Shoe 

Box Packing at 11:00 AM 

Nov. 15 - Youth Service & pizza party 

Dec. 22 - Gospel Mission & IHOP 

2016 

Jan. 31 - Youth Service & pizza party 

Feb. 28 - Lunch Fundraiser & Bowling 

March 22 - Gospel Mission 

April 24 - Youth Service & pizza party 

May 29 - Special Event 

July 1 – Peachland Canada Day Parade 

 

 

 

Annual Stewardship Dinner  
About 50 came out on Saturday September 26th, for our 

annual Stewardship Dinner. This year we heard a speaker 

from the St. Vincent de Paul Society of West Kelowna, 

which is a ministry of the Westbank Our Lady of Lourdes 

Parish. From Brenda Daoust-Walliser, our keynote 

speaker, along with Dennis Wandler, a fellow Vincentian, 

we learned that the Saint Vincent de Paul Society is 

Catholic charity organization of lay people who promote 

and perform works of charity through personal service. 

We also learned that there are 13 members or Vincentians 

in the Westbank St. Vincent de Paul Society. Non-Roman 

Catholics are welcome to join their group, but do not vote 

at their meetings.   

The St. Vincent de Paul Society is based at Our Lady of 

Lourdes Church in Westbank, where they maintain a 

pantry stocked with groceries. The pantry allows them to 

help their clients when the Westbank Foodbank is closed.  

They have helped their clients with the payment of rent 

and utilities. They have advocated for their clients with 

government agencies. They have filled out tax returns and 

other government forms for their clients. They have 

provided furniture and clothing for some clients (these 

items were donated by members of their parish). They 

even helped a couple who had to take an emergency trip 

to Eastern Canada. The couple was helped with food, gas 

and shelter by St. Vincent de Paul societies across Canada. 

The couple went from society to society until they reached 

their goal.   

Clients contact the society by telephone. One member of 

the group always has the Society’s cell phone with them. 

They go to see their clients in groups of two. The group 

always prays and asks the guidance of the Holy Spirit 

before any meeting with a client. 

The St. Vincent de Paul Society is asking the other 

churches on the Westside to consider making financial 

donations to their ministry. To this end, they asked if a 

Vincentian poor-box could be set up in our church. We 

have agreed and placed a poor-box on the information 

table in our Narthex.  A charitable tax receipt will be 

provided for donations over $20.00, if you include your 

name and address. 

In Christ,  

Grace Lutheran Stewardship Committee   

 

 

http://www.gracelutherankelowna.com/
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Syrian Refugee Appeal 

 

Sweaters 
CLWR’s website made the following appeal:  

“As the devastation of the Syrian civil war continues to 

unfold, refugees living at the Za'atari refugee camp in 

Jordan are bracing themselves for another harsh winter. A 

housing shortage, lack of appropriate clothing and a 

demanding climate can make life extremely difficult for 

families who have fled the violence. At the request of our 

partner agencies, CLWR will be dispatching a second 

shipment to support Syrian refugees living in Jordan, and 

we need your help. 

Our goal is to gather 10,000+ new or gently used sweaters 

this fall and dispatch them in time for winter. Sweaters of 

all sizes are needed, for men, women and children.” 

Members and friends of GLC heard CLWR’s appeal. We 

collected enough sweaters and lighter coats to fill eleven 

24” x 18” x 24” moving boxes.  These will be shipped to 

CLWR’s warehouse in Winnipeg by the Home Hardware 

Corporation of Canada. We dropped the boxes off at the 

Kelowna Home Hardware for shipment on October 2nd. 

Other Opportunities For Support. 

 

Children walk in the Za'atari refugee camp, located near Mafraq, Jordan. 

Children make up more than 60 percent of the displaced Syrian 

population. 

CLWR is urgently asking for your help to provide support 

to families, especially children and youth, whose lives have 

been devastated by the violent civil war in Syria. 

CLWR, through The Lutheran World Federation (LWF), is 

providing support to Syrian refugees living in urban areas 

in northern Jordan and in the Za'atari refugee camp. Many 

refugees have witnessed intensifying violence, are 

enduring the loss of homes, jobs, and loved ones, and are 

working to cope with difficult conditions wherever they 

have sought refuge. 

Donations will go where needed most. For example, funds 

could provide winterized tents, clothing, personal and 

household hygiene supplies, and food vouchers for the 

most vulnerable people. It could support peace building 

initiatives and vocational training for women. It could 

rehabilitate schools and provide school supplies to 

children. 

Financial donations to the Syria Refugee Appeal 

received by CLWR by the end of December will be 

matched by the Canadian Government. 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL UPDATE 
 Fall Work-Bee Buildings and Grounds Committee 

would like to convene a Fall Work-Bee, to clean 

around the church yard and parking lot areas. There 

are several items that need our attention such as 

trimming the cedars around the parking lot; painting 

the shed.   

 Two fire rated glass inserts will be installed in our 

Sanctuary Doors so that our ushers are better 

equipped to serve our worshipers.  

 Music and Worship Committee announced our 

accompanists for this year would include: Ellie 

Schindel, Edith Grube, Melody Petersen and Karen 

Emmond.  

 Council discussed the Stewardship Dinner on 

September 26th and the 35th Anniversary worship 

service  and luncheon to be held October 25th.  

 

 

Pastor Ed to Participate in  
Remembrance Day Service  
Pastor Ed was asked by the Chaplain of the Westbank 

Royal Canadian Legion #288 to take his place at the 

Remembrance Day services at Royal LePage Place on 

Wednesday November 11th. Legion #288’s Chaplain, 

Pastor Ron Watson, will be leading the Remembrance Day 

service in Vernon this year.  
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COMPASSION CORNER  
Remembering: We remember in our 
prayers all the families of those who 
have gone on to be with the Lord 
including the Gniewotta, Hagan, 
Schmidt-Cressman, Hertel, Skutshek, 
Puder and Jennings families.  

Interceding: Please pray for those in hospital including 
Gloria Szabo, Kurt Tartsch; those recovering from surgery 
including baby Owen Wilson, Mary Toth, Lorraine 
Wentland, Heidi Wakal and Diane Hamilton; and those in 
need of prayer at home including Dean Rigsby (Deni 
Skutshek’s step-brother), Pastor Horst Gutsche, Helene 
Hack, Walter Semeniuk, Annemarie Mayer, Arline 
Nikolaj, Tema Fenson, Charlene Klingbeil-Anderson, 
George Osness, and Lawrence Slind. And the prayer 
offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord 
will raise them up. James 5:15a 

Pastors Away at Same Time  
Pastor Ed and Pastor David will both be at the CALC 
Pastors’ Study Retreat near Busby, Alberta October 14 
and 15. They will also be at the CALC Convention on 
October 16. Pastor David will fly home October 17. In the 
case of a Pastoral Emergency please contact Pastor 
Eldon Schultz at (250) 769-1963 

CALC President’s Itinerary 

September 19-21st Pastor Ed participated in a CALC 

National Council meeting in Calgary on the 19th.  He 

ordained and installed John Graham as the Pastor of St. 

Peter’s Lutheran Church in Sullivan, Ontario on the 20th.  

October 4-7, Frisco, Texas – Pastor Ed and Deni will 

participate as delegates for Grace in LCMC’s 2015 Annual 

Gathering. Pastor Ed will participate, as President of CALC, 

in a panel discussion held on the Tuesday evening of the 

convention. The panel is being convened in order to 

discuss the recent US Supreme Court decision which 

legalized same gender marriage in all of the US. You can 

watch 

October 14-15, Pastor Ed will lead CALC’s 2015 Annual 

Pastor’s Study Retreat at Camp Nakamun, north of 

Edmonton. Pastor David will also attend.  

October 16-18, Pastor Ed will lead CALC’s 2015 annual 

general convention at Emmaus Lutheran Church in 

Edmonton. Pastor David will participate on Friday and 

most of Saturday.   

October 31-November 1, Pastor Ed in Cornwall, Ontario, 

visiting St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church. 

 

Pastor ED to sit on  
LCMC Discussion Panel  
LCMC sent out this item as part  of  a pre-convention 

bulletin:   

Panel Discussion:  The Supreme Court decision regarding 

marriage delivered on June 26, 2015 has given our 

congregations much to think about, so on Tuesday night 

of the gathering, we will provide an opportunity to 

consider how we might best demonstrate our love for the 

people around us and at the same time stand firm on our 

convictions.  Joining us for a panel discussion will be:  
 The Honorable Gary Steel, Guadalupe County 

District Judge 

 Dr. Steven Paulson, Professor at Luther Seminary 

 Rev. Dr. Steve Turnbull, Professor at The Master’s 

Institute and Pastor of First Lutheran Church, 

White Bear Lake, MN  

 Rev. Ed Skutshek, Attorney, President of CALC 

and Pastor of Grace Lutheran Church, Kelowna, 

BC  

 Rev. Paul Owens, Pastor of St. Paul Lutheran 

Church, New Braunfels, TX 

The panel will be moderated by Rev. Kip Tyler and Rev. 

Tony Stoutenburg.  This panel discussion begins on 

Tuesday at 7:00 P.M. and will be open only to registered 

participants of the gathering.  Registration badges will 

be required for entrance! 

The LCMC convention will be live streamed over the 

internet. If you want to watch the panel discussion tune in 

at 5:00 PM Kelowna time. 

Follow this link:  http://www.lcmc.net/live 

 
Picture of a rainbow in the sky the evening of Pastor John 

Graham’s ordination on September 20th at St Peter’s Lutheran 

Church in Sullivan, ON.  It was a circle rainbow, it was not an arch.  

Pastor Ed presided and preached at the ordination.  

http://www.lcmc.net/live
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