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 2018 Operation Christmas Child    
Shoebox Campaign 

         October 7th – November 18th 

Return all filled shoeboxes on November 18th for a 

blessing in both services. 

 

 

Pastor Ed’s Message 
Change  
I am sure you have heard this joke: “How many Lutherans does 
it take to change a lightbulb?” The punchline: “None! 
Lutherans don’t believe in change.” On Reformation Sunday, 
we Lutherans declare that this little joke could not be more 
wrong. On October 31, 1517, Martin Luther nailed his 95 
Theses the door of Castle Church in Wittenberg, Germany. The 
events which transpired in the wake of Luther’s actions 
changed the Church and the history of the Western World.  
Most importantly Luther changed the way Christians 
interacted with and understood the Bible.  

Prior to Luther, the Holy Scriptures were shrouded in secrecy. 
The Scriptures were written in Latin.  Only those who spoke 
Latin could hear God’s Word when it was read at Mass. Only 
those who could read Latin could read the Bible on their own. 
The church hierarchy urged lay people who could read Latin not 
to read Bible. They declared as it was too complicated for the 
average person to understand. Lay people were told to look to 
the church leadership to tell them what to believe. Luther 
changed this situation.   

Luther changed Germany when he translated the Holy Bible 
into German. His translation used the German grammar the 
common people used. Because of Luther’s labors, the Bible 
could be read by anyone who could read German. When read 
aloud, the words of Holy Scripture could be heard by any 
German speaking person with ears to hear.  

Opening the Scripture for all to hear and read in their own 
language had its challenges. Various leaders in the Church 
began to teach Christians how to read the Bible.  Luther 
exposed certain erroneous understandings of the Bible and 
how it was to be read. He shared this in a writing he titled: “A 
Brief Instruction on What to Look for and Expect in the 
Gospels.” [Volume 35 of Luther’s Works, pager 117-124]  

Luther wrote of leaders of the Church of his day who preached 
and taught that the entire Old Testament was of no account, 
done for and no longer valid. Luther declared that Jesus himself 
spoke forcefully against of this understanding of the Old 
Testament.  When Jesus walked the earth, he challenged even 
his enemies to read the Old Testament. He said: “You study the 
Scriptures diligently because you think that in them you have 
eternal life. These are the very Scriptures that testify about 
me.” (John 5:39) “If you believed Moses, you would believe me, 
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for he wrote about me.” (John 5:46). I would add Jesus’ 
admonition: “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law 
or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill 
them.” (Matthew 5:17) Jesus calls his disciples of every age to 
study the Old Testament Scriptures as they are God’s witness 
to him. The books of the Old Testament witness to Jesus’ 
identity as the Son of God, they point to his miracles and 
teachings, his perfect obedience to God and to God’s word, his 
mission to suffer and die for our sins and his resurrection from 
the dead.  Luther found the Gospel in the Old Testament. He 
cited Isaiah’s words in Chapter 53 as an example. In this 
chapter Isaiah described the suffering, death and resurrection 
of God’s Servant. Isaiah declared that the servant’s suffering 
was for the atonement of sinners and opened the way for 
eternal life for those who believed. Because these words found 
in the Old Testament pointed to Jesus, Luther declared they 
had been regarded as pure Gospel.  

Luther wrote of leaders of the Church of his day who had 
turned the four Gospels, the Book of Acts and the Epistles into: 
“law books in which is supposed to be taught what we are to 
do and in which the works of Christ are pictured to us as 
nothing but examples.” Luther’s criticism of this view is 
obvious. He was a victim of these teachers. Luther became a 
monk and priest and vowed to live the monastic life so that he 
could be acceptable to God and earn his salvation.   Reading 
the Bible as a law book hid the message of the good news of 
Jesus Christ from Luther and all who read the New Testament 
in this way. Christians are not set free by Christ the example. 
Luther soon learned that it was impossible for him to keep the 
laws he had made. Failure to keep his law led to depression and 
despair. 

Luther believed that the Bible possessed “internal clarity.” He 
believed that the Bible presents all doctrines and commands of 
the Christian faith clearly. God's Word is therefore accessible to 
every reader or hearer of ordinary intelligence, without 
requiring any special education.   

Luther also believed that when we read or hear the Bible we 
should expect something to happen. In the Bible the 
reader/hearer encounters the Gospel. Luther defined the 
“Gospel” as: “as a discourse about “Christ, that he is the Son of 
God and became a man for us, that he died and was raised that 
he has been established as Lord over all things.”  This Gospel 
message permits the reader to come to see Jesus as “a gift, as 
a present that God has given you and that it is your own.” 
Luther declared, that, if Jesus is your gift, then anything Jesus 
did or suffered he did for you and it belongs to you. Luther 
went on to write: “See when you lay hold of Christ as a gift 
which is given you for your very own and have no doubt about 
it, you are a Christian. Faith redeems you from sin, death and 
hell and enables you to overcome all things.”   

Luther declared that if we truly believe that Jesus is God’s gift 
to us and is our own, and this faith is the foundation and chief 
blessing of our salvation, we will change. Then we can truly 
take Jesus as an example. We can give ourselves in service to 
our neighbors just as we see that Christ has given himself in 
service for us. In this way, faith and love move forward, God’s 
command is fulfilled, and we are inspired and equipped to 

share the Gospel with and give help, aide, comfort and solace 
to our neighbors. 

To this very day there are Christian leaders who contend that 
the Old Testament is no longer valid. They do not want to 
preach or hear the law. They preach only grace and indulgence 
and make all things, including sin, acceptable to God.  

Christians continue to make the New Testament a law book. 
Some, like the young Luther, continue struggle to conform their 
lives to impossible standards, to work out their own salvation. 
Some have mined the Bible for spiritual laws, which, if 
followed, will lead to wealth, health and all manner things. As 
in Luther’s time, these ways of reading the Bible continue to 
obscure the “Good News” of Jesus Christ.  

As I was reading through Luther’s little tract, I wondered: “Who 
can help me and others to read the Scriptures aright and keep 
us from falling into error?” Luther points us to these verses: 
“Then he [Jesus] opened their minds so they could understand 
the Scriptures. (Luke 24:46)   I am the gate; whoever enters 
through me will be saved. They will come in and go out and find 
pasture. (John 10:9) The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, 
and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by 
name and leads them out. (John 10:3)  

These three verses declare that the faithful understanding of 
the Scriptures is a gift from the Son of God. He opens our 
hearts and minds to the meaning of the Scriptures. Faith in God 
and the faithful understanding of Scripture is the work of the 
Holy Spirit.  When the pure Gospel is preached, the Holy Spirit 
uses these words as a mirror which exposes the truth about us. 
We see ourselves as sinners, living apart from God, naked, 
exposed and mortal. We see our need for a savior. God gives us 
Jesus as a gift. The gifts Jesus gives us, forgiveness of sin, a new 
start, and the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

The verses Luther quoted from John’s Gospel reveal Jesus as 
the “Good Shepherd.”  John points us to the 23rd Psalm, the 
“Lord” King David’s called “my Shepherd.”  David reminds us of 
the gifts we receive when the Lord is our Shepherd. He leads 
us to spiritual food and water, the Holy Scriptures. He leads us 
on paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. He will enable, 
inspire and lead us to do good things in this life and we will do 
these things in our Lord’s name. He will set a table for us. There 
will be bread and wine on the table.  He will be really present 
at the table. He will feed us with his flesh and blood, in and 
under the bread and wine. Our sins will be forgiven.  The Lord 
will guide us through the valley of the shadow of death to the 
promised land, to God’s house, where we will live with the 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit forever.  Amen! 

In Christ, Pastor Ed 
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Operation Christmas Child Shoebox        
Packing & Pizza Party will be on   
Wednesday, November 14th from 4:00PM- 
6:00PM. 

Confirmation Catch-Up Class – 

Sunday November 25th at 10:30AM 

Join the Stewardship Committee for Lunch on 
Sunday, November 25th immediately following the 
10:30AM worship service.  After lunch we will have a 
special guest speaker, Wilma Suarez-Pinzon who is a 
Medical Research Consultant with the Schulze 
Diabetes Institute Department of Surgery from the 
University of Minnesota.  All are welcome and the 
lunch & seminar are free. 
 

UPCOMING 

CHRISTMAS 

EVENTS 
 

HAPPINESS GROUP 

CHRISTMAS 

LUNCHEON 

 

Friday, December 7th at 

11:30AM – Please sign up as 

space is limited 

Stay for the Christmas Joy 

Concert at 1:30PM 

 

 

  Luncheon 
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9THAnnual 

CHRISTMAS 

 

CONCERT 

Friday, December 7th at 

1:30PM 

 
Come out and bring friends to 

enjoy wonderful musical gifts 

from Grace Lutheran Church! 

 

 

 

Sunday, December 16th at 
10:30AM 

Sunday School Christmas Program  

& Grace Choir 

Present: 

LOVE CAME DOWN 
A Christmas Cantata arranged by Stan Pethel 
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Congregational Life 
Christian Education 
Sundays  
10:15AM: Discussion Group meets in 
the Fireside Room after the early 
service.  

10:30AM: Sunday School. Our Sunday 
School meets during the 10:30AM 
service.  

Wednesdays  
9:30AM: Ladies Bible Study a group of 
ladies meets with Lilias Statham on 
Wednesday mornings from 9:30 to 
11:00AM. If you want more 
information, please call Lilias at 
250.767.0153.    

11:00AM: Bible Study.  Pastor Ed will 
continue studying John’s Gospel. It lasts 
about an hour. Bring a bag lunch for 
fellowship and discussion after the 
study.  

Confirmation: Pastor David meets with 
the Confirmands on Wednesdays at 
4:00PM and extra classes will be 
arranged as needed. Students who 
turned 12 in 2018, or are older, may be 
eligible for our Confirmation program. 
Please call Pastor David at 
250.769.5685 for information.   

Serving Others 

Volunteer at the 
Kelowna Gospel Mission 

251 Leon Ave, Kelowna, BC 

On the 4th Tuesday of every month a 
team from Grace Lutheran goes to the 
Kelowna Gospel Mission. They help in 
the kitchen with lunch and dinner 

preparation. If you would like to serve 
in this way, please contact Corinn Lutz 
at 250.869.8092 or by email:   
timcorlutz@gmail.com 

__________________________ 

HEALING SERVICE 
with Holy Communion is always the 
last Wednesday of each month at 

6:00PM in the Sanctuary 

West Kelowna - Youth at   
Risk – Meal Preparation  
Grace Lutheran congregation has 
committed to preparing a meal for 50 
youth on the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month.   

You can help in many ways: 

• Make a special donation for the 
cost of the food used to make the 
meal. 

• Transport the meal from our 
church to the Boys and Girls Club 
facility on Main Street. The meal is 
served at 4:30 PM.  

Prepare an entrée, dessert or other 
item for the meal at your home and 
bring it to the church on the 2nd 
Tuesday at noon. If you want to help 
call Innes Wunderlich at 
778.754.3212. 

Rides to Church   
Do you need a ride to Sunday services 
or special congregational events? 
Would you be willing to give someone 
a ride to Sunday services or special 
events?  

Call Nora Steffenhagen at 778. 
478.4117, she will match those who 
need a ride and those willing to give a 
ride.  

Serving in Worship 

Special Music 
We love to include Special Music at the 
10:30AM service.  If you would be 
interested in singing a hymn for special 
music, or playing an instrumental 
piece during the offering, please put 
your name on the special music sign-
up sheet on the bulletin board and 
Miriam will be in touch with you. 

Praise Band  
Praise Band practices on Friday 
afternoons at 4:00PM. They lead the 
congregation in song at the 9:00AM 
service. We welcome anyone who has 
a voice and wants to sing to the Lord. 
Please speak to Deni Skutshek 
250.862.9098 or the Church Office 
250.769.5685 for information. 

Grace Choir 
Grace Choir provides a special musical 
offering during worship on the first and 
third Sunday of each month. We sing from 
September through May. We welcome 
anyone who has a voice and wants to sing 
to the Lord. We practice on Thursdays from 
7:00-8:30PM. If you have any questions, 
please speak to Deni Skutshek 
250.862.9098 or the Church Office 
250.769.5685 for information. 

Sound Booth 
Are you interested in working with the 
team that run the sound booth? Please 
contact our church office an 250.769.5685 
and Miriam will put you in touch with Al 
Hamilton or another member of our tech 
team. 

Fellowship 
Men’s Breakfast: Grace men gather at 

8:30AM for breakfast at Grace Lutheran in 
the Fellowship Hall the first Saturday of the 
month. Our next breakfast Saturday, 
November 3rd.  All men are welcome. 

Happiness Group Luncheon: 
The next Happiness Group luncheon will be 
on December 7th at 11:30AM.  Singing, 
devotions, fellowship, fun, and a lovely 
luncheon with all the trimmings. Stay for 
the 9th Annual Christmas Joy Concert to 
follow at 1:30PM. 

 

Register by calling the church office 
250.769.5685; sign-up sheet (posted in 

November); or email us at: 
info@gracelutherankelowna.com 

__________________________ 

Council and Committee 
Meetings 

Church Council: Tuesday November 

13th at 7:00PM Fireside Room. 

Stewardship Committee: Tuesday 

November 6th at 2:00PM in the Fireside 
Room 

Worship & Music Committee: 
November 16th at 3:00PM 
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Cake to Sunday Coffee Fellowship? 
 

 

 

 

 
If you are bringing a Birthday or Anniversary Cake to share 

during Coffee Fellowship, please let the group leader for 

the month know. 

Coco Heebner 250.769.6124; Karen Arend 250.769.5126; 

Erika Burt 250.768.5912; Frieda Schwarz 250.452.9245; 

and Margaret Knoess 250.768.0157. 

WE NEED YOU!!! 
What is Our Need? To keep the coffee fellowship every 

Sunday, we need your help and we encourage every person to 
get involved weather you are first or second service. 

What is the commitment? 
Your commitment would be to help in the kitchen ONE SUNDAY 
EVERY FIVE MONTHS. Your team leader will work with you to 
pick a Sunday on your work month that will work into your 
schedule. 

What would I have to do? 
You will be part of a team and jobs can be assigned to ability. 

• Bring something for the goodie table, i.e., cut up fruit, 
cookies, a loaf or squares; about 6 dozen pieces. Home-
made or store-bought goodies are ok or give your team 
leader money to pick something up. 

• Prepare the fellowship room this will involve taking down 
the chairs if they are still on the tables. 

• Help set up the cups, coffee, cream & sugar; make coffee 
and tea and set out glasses for water & juice prior to 
service. 

• Collect the cups wash them put them through the 
sterilizer and back in the cupboard after fellowship. 
Communion Sundays clean the communion cups and put 
them away. 

• Wash the tables off after fellowship and clean the coffee 
makers. 

• Put the chairs back on the tables.  

We have 5 faithful group leaders who really need your help on 
their teams.  Please consider volunteering in this very 
important part of ministry at Grace Lutheran Church. It is a 
great way to meet everyone in the congregation and make 
new friends at the same time! Contact Miriam at the church 
office 250.769.5685 or one of the five team leaders: Coco 
Heebner 250.769.6124; Karen Arend 250.769.5126; Erika Burt 
250.768.5912 Frieda Schwarz 250.452.9245; and Margaret 
Knoess 250.768.0157. 

 

9THAnnual 

CHRISTMAS 

 

CONCERT 
Friday, December 7th at 1:30PM 

Come out & bring a friend! 

 

COMPASSION 

CORNER 
Remember in prayer everyone in 
our church family who mourns 
including the Madsen, 

Buckland/Ortt, Fawcett, Ulmer, DeMarco/Ristau, Nikolaj, 
Whidden, Jacob, Robson and Lutz/Gust families; Pray for 
those recovering from surgery including Frieda Splett, Coco 
Heebner, Al Hamilton, Marie Gering and Lilli Grub; those in 
need of prayer at home including Liam Lauinger, Al 
Campbell, Myrtle Wilson, Logan, Diane Hamilton, Cindy 
Cressman, Mary Timmerman, Bruce Poirier, Evelyn Werner, 
Doris Lyseng, Lilly Matzigkeit, Don Nikolaj, Bill Doyle, Jake 
Pauls, Mary Pauls, Ella Balija, Clayton Hack, Gertraude 
Kreissig, Krystian Poirier, Mary Toth, Lorraine Wentland, 
Annamarie Mayer, Ferne Sather, Dean Rigsby, Helene Hack 
and Tema Fenson.   I will not forget you!  For I have inscribed you 

on the palms of my hands. Isaiah 49:15-16 
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  In Loving Memory 

 
Catherine Doreen Whidden 

April 28, 1928 ~ August 8, 2018 

In loving memory of Catherine Doreen Whidden (nee 

Prince). Doreen quietly left us during her 93rd year to 

be with her Lord and Saviour forever. Survived by 

Doreen’s children: Warren (Joanne) Whidden, Leslie 

(Glen) Mullen, and Marnie Whidden (Roy Sommerey) 

will miss her, as will her grandchildren and great-

grandchildren. We are grateful for the many ways 

Doreen supported and blessed us during her life. 

Doreen’s journey on earth is now complete, and she 

has entered into all the joy and richness of eternal life 

with her Heavenly Father. Thank you to all who 

supported and cared for Doreen (and to the people 

who supported Doreen’s caregivers), particularly 

during Doreen’s final months. 

 

 
  Jean Madsen 

August 26, 1931 – October 9, 2018 

Survived by her children; Joanne, John and David; her 

children by marriage; Fred, Debby and Sharon; her 

grandchildren; Brett, Kayla & husband Jordan, Robyn & 

husband Ryan, Mark, Gerald, Terence and Michael; her 

great grandchildren; Addyson, Meredith, Benson, Alden 

and Rebekah; her siblings; Kay, Bob and Eric. 

Predeceased by her husband Bent and her sisters 

Vaughn and Janet.  Funeral Service, 1:00 p.m. on 

Monday, October 15,2018 at her church home, Grace 

Lutheran, 1162 Hudson Road, West Kelowna, B.C. V1Z 

1J3. The family would like to thank Grace & Integrity, 

especially Linda, for their grace & integrity. Donations to 

the charity of your choice. Condolences can be sent to 

the family by visiting www.everdenrust.com 

 

CALC President’s 

Travel Itinerary 
October 23-25 Pastor Ed facilitated the CALC Pastors’ Retreat 
at Deer Valley Meadows Christian Camp and Retreat Center 
near Alix, Alberta.  

October 26-28 Pastor Ed chaired the CALC Annual General 
Convention at Deer Valley Meadows Christian Camp and 
Retreat Center near Alix, Alberta. 

February 26-27 ILT Board Meeting. Pastor Ed will join the 
internet connection. 
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NOVEMBER 2018  

 Grace Lutheran Church 
Sunday Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

    1 2 3 

 
 
 
 

   
 
 

 5:30PM Girl Guides 
Basement 
7:00PM Choir 
Practice 

4:00PM Praise 
Band 
 

8:30AM Men’s 
Breakfast 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
ALL SAINTS DAY 
9:00AM C-Worship 
10:15AM Discussion 
Group Fireside Room 
10:30AM T-Worship  
10:45AM Sunday School 

 

 
 
 
 
 
7:00PM 
Spectrum Singers 

 

2:00 PM 
Stewardship  
Committee 

9:30-11:00AM Ladies 
Study Fireside Room 
11:00AM Bible Study 
& Table Talk 
4:00PM 
Confirmation 

5:30PM Girl Guides 
Basement 
7:00PM Choir 
Practice  

2:00PM Doreen 
Whidden Celebration 
of Life 

 
 
4:00PM Praise 
Band 
 

 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
Pentecost 25 
9:00AM C-Worship 
10:15AM Discussion 
Group Fireside Room 
10:30AM T-Worship  
10:45AM Sunday School 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00PM 
Spectrum Singers 

 

2:00PM Village at 
Smith Creek PE 
 
7:00PM Council 
Meeting 
 
 
 
 

9:30-11:00AM Ladies 
Study Fireside Room 
11:00AM Bible Study 
& Table Talk 
4:00PM YOUTH 
PACK SHOEBOXES & 
Pizza Party to follow  

5:30PM Girl Guides 
Basement 
7:00PM Choir 
Practice 
 

3:00PM Worship & 
Music  
4:00PM Praise 
Band 
 
 
 
 
 

 
8:00AM-8:00PM 
Canadian Composers 
Festival 
 
 
 
 

 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
Pentecost 26 
9:00AM C-Worship 
10:15AM Discussion 
Group Fireside Room 
10:30AM T-Worship  
10:45AM Sunday School 
Return all shoeboxes for 
Christmas Shoebox 
Blessings TODAY! 

 
 
 
 
 
7:00PM 
Spectrum Singers 

 

 9:30-11:00AM Ladies 
Study Fireside Room 
11:00AM Bible Study 
& Table Talk 
4:00PM 
Confirmation 

5:30PM Girl Guides 
Basement 
7:00PM Choir 
Practice 
 
 

4:00PM Praise 
Band 

1:00-4:00PM 
Emmaus Finnish 
Service  

25 26 27 28 29 30  

Christ the King 
9:00AM C-Worship 
10:15AM Discussion 
Group  
10:30AM T-Worship  
10:45AM Sunday School 
10:30AM Catch-Up 
Confirmation Class 
NOON: Stewardship 
Luncheon Fellowship Hall 
- Guest Speaker: Wilma 
Suarez-Pinzon from 
Schulze Diabetes Institute 

1:30PM Brookhaven SK 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
7:00PM 
Spectrum Singers 

 

10:00 AM-1:00 PM 
Gospel Mission   
1:30PM Pine Acres 
PP 

9:30-11:00AM Ladies 
Study Fireside Room 
11:00AM Bible Study 
& Table Talk 
6:00PM Healing 
Service 

5:30PM Girl Guides 
Basement 
7:00PM Choir 
Practice 
 

  

 

 


