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Pastor Ed’s Message 

Published in the Kelowna Capital News  

All Saints Day 
November 1st is All Saints Sunday. For many Christians, it 

is a Sunday where we remember our brothers and sisters 

in Christ who have gone before us.  Christians who 

celebrate All Saints Day believe that there is a special bond 

between Christians who have died and are in heaven, 

which theologians call the "Church triumphant," and those 

of us who are still living, which scholars refer to as the, 

"Church militant." Faith and trust in this bond was so 

beautifully illustrated for me by the words of a young 

grandson reflecting on the death of his beloved 

grandfather. He said: “I wish that “Opa” had taken his cell 

phone with him, then he could talk to us and tell us what 

it’s like.”  

This lad truly believed that his “Opa” was in heaven with 

Jesus. His innocent belief is supported by Jesus’ words in 

John’s Gospel:  “I am the resurrection and the life. The one 

who believes in me will live, even though they die; and 

whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you 

believe this?” (John 11:25-26) As Jesus suffered on the 

cross for our sins, a repentant criminal, who suffered and 

died alongside Jesus, made this faith-filled request: “Jesus, 

remember me when you come into your kingdom.” Jesus 

answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me 

in paradise.” (Luke 23:42-43) 

That young lad’s yearning gave me pause to reflect and 

ponder. What if my deceased mother and father had 

smuggled a cell phone along on their trip to glory? What 

if the cell phone had reception or service in heaven? I 

know that they would call me if they could. I would love 

to talk to them. What would they say? I believe they would 

say: 

“Believe Ed! Heaven is real. Jesus is real. He really is with 

you. He really walks among you. He is really with you until 

the end of your age, until the end of this world’s time and 

he is revealed to all humankind.”  

http://www.gracelutherankelowna.com/
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“Believe you can be really free of the grief and regret 

caused by the mistakes, lies and trespasses of your past. 

So when your past sins bubble up and take over your 

mind, believe that is not God vexing or harassing you, it is 

your sinful self and the devil plotting to rob your life of 

joy, peace and hope.  Believe that Jesus suffered and died 

on the cross for those sins.  Believe that as a result you are 

free from your sins, they are paid in full.”   

“Believe you can really be free from the hurts of your past. 

Believe that God can give you the grace and peace to 

forgive those who have hurt you. Believe that God can 

heal your wounds and heal your mind.” 

“Believe that God wants you to be different.  God wants 

you to shed His light in the world by speaking God’s Word. 

Always remember that God’s Word points an accusing 

finger at those who hear it so that they come to 

repentance, but through the Gospel of Jesus Christ, God 

reaches out His hand in love, friendship and forgiveness. 

Believe God embraces us with His Word and Sacraments. 

Believe that God wants you to be salt. God wants you to 

live by His Word. He wants you to be slow to anger and 

quick to forgive. He wants you to be kind and generous.” 

“God wants you to see that this life is not all there is. In 

the end, all your accomplishments will be forgotten, all 

your prizes and treasures will end up in the landfill or 

recycled. God wants you to see that our love of money 

and possessions does not lead to peace, hope and joy. It 

is the love of others that pays dividends.  Our love for one 

another transcends death. We still love you and you still 

love us! God loves you. He wants you to love him back. 

God’s love not only transcends death, it destroys it and 

gives life afterwards. Read the Bible! God’s Word will 

change you. God’s words created the universe. 

Remember, universe means, “one word.” One word, God’s 

Word created all we can see and what we can’t see. God’s 

Word revealed in the Bible will create faith in you.”  

“We love you. Tell the family we called and we love them. 

Have hope! We will all be together again.” 

You can hear God’s Word and be in Christ’s presence at 

Grace Lutheran on Sunday mornings at 9:00 

(Contemporary worship with praise band), and 10:30 

(Traditional worship with choir &/or special music), and 

6:30PM Healing Service the last Wednesday of each 

month.  

In Christ,  

Pastor Ed 

 

 

Pastor David’s Message  

 

How Do We Deal With Anxiety? 
There are many things that we can be afraid of.  Around 

every corner in life there is an unknown quantity of 

mysteries that we face.   Often fear can make one hold 

onto the past and not embrace the future.  When we do 

that, we are unable to live fully, and sometimes in extreme 

cases we are unable to function as a human being.    What 

are some of the major fears that many struggle with in our 

modern age.   I can name a number just off the top of my 

head.  These are the concerns:  money, relationships, job 

security, health, and of course facing ones mortality.   

To be honest, we sometimes are anxious over issues that 

never will exist.  We convince ourselves that the worst case 

scenarios only happen to people like yourselves.   As a 

Christian we need to first believe that God is in control.  

We live in a world that control is something necessary that 

we want at our finger tips.   We have remote controls over 

many aspects in our lives.  Television is a prime example, 

if we don’t like what is on the channel, we just change it, 

or what I do more often these days is turn it off.   We 

cannot simply do that with a click of a mouse or touch of 

a button to change the channel in the drama of our daily 

lives.   We sometimes want to be stuck on the Sesame 

Street channel, as Christians we are lying to ourselves to 

think that life is to be free of worry and anxiety.    My kids 

love the new Lego movie and love to sing its theme song.  

In the movie this theme song is called, ”Everything is 

Awesome.”  The fact is that in life everything is not always 

awesome.  The scriptures remind us that life on this side 

is imperfect.   We must remember that God understands 

our frustrations.  He, through Jesus, was subjected to 

understand our pain and fear.   He felt firsthand the 

obstacles of life that we feel.  Jesus understands and can 

help us deal with our fears in life.   If He endured and had 

victory over the cross, then so can we.   We all have crosses 
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to bear in life, but we also must remember the victory that 

Jesus won for us.   We must trust in Him who is in control. 

What are the five things that can help us to deal with 

Anxiety? 

1. Ask for God’s forgiveness for not trusting in him 

fully.  Also if your anxiety is with other people, sit 

down with them and find ways to forgive each 

other. 

 2. Find people to share your concerns with.  We 

need to dump our concerns on the table and 

share.  Most times good friends, pastors or 

counselors can help you to organize these 

concerns and arrange it in a matter that are easier 

to deal with.  Life can be a puzzle at times, and 

asking others for help can be a great way to solve 

the puzzle in a better fashion.  

3. You need to talk to God.   Prayer should be a daily 

occurrence in our life.  If you believe that God is 

in control, then you need to share that concern 

with Him in order for Him to help you.   It is like 

the little child who could not fix its toy, he or she 

needs to lay it in the father’s hands in order for it 

to work again. 

4. Stop focusing on yourself.   There is a world of 

many needs and hurts.  We find that when we turn 

the focus on others, and give them relief, it helps 

us at the same time to heal the wounds and hurts 

that we may share. 

5. Finally remember and trust in God’s Holy Word.  

Scripture can be a great inspiration for us.   It can 

give us comfort and strengthen our trust and faith 

in the One who created and gave us a purpose on 

this earth.  I close with these words from  

Philippians 4:6-9. NIV Do not be anxious about 

anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, 

with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And 

the peace of God, which transcends all understanding 

will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, 

whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, 

whatever is admirable--if anything is excellent or 

praiseworthy--think about such things. Whatever you 

have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in 

me--put it into practice. And the God of peace will be 

with you. 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor David Wunderlich 

 

 

Pastor Ed’s Message  

 

Christian Education 

 Sunday Morning – Discussion Group 

Rev. Jim Statham has started a discussion group which 

meets at 10:15AM, following the first service in the 

Fireside Room. It will give us an opportunity to explore our 

faith and life struggles. He believes it is possible for us all 

to be excited and confident about what we believe! Topics 

will vary every two to three months. There will be a pot of 

coffee on. Do invite your non church friends to meet you 

at ten. Jim has outside preaching obligations normally 

only once a month in which case there will be no class that 

morning.  

Class Schedule:  

November 1 The message of Jesus compared to other 

religions and belief systems. 

November 8 No Class  

November 15  The person and character of Jesus. 

Evidence for his divinity. 

November 22 How archeology helps us believe in the 

people, places and events that the Bible 

mentions and records.  

November 29 Is it reasonable to believe in Jesus? The 

role of reason in faith.  

December 6 The pervasiveness of belief among 

humans. How we try to make sense out of 

life by creating religious world views 

(operating systems like Windows or 

Android, etc.) to help us cope with 

unanswered questions.  

December 13 God’s plan for what he made: for creation, 

for us, and how Jesus fits in.  

December 20 No Class  

December 27  Spare: What would you like discussed?  

What does it mean to believe in Jesus?  

Ladies bible study  

Lilias Statham is leading a Ladies Bible Study from 9:30 to 

11:00 AM. The topic: “Becoming a Woman of Grace” 

another book in the series by author Cynthia Heald. All 

women are welcome.  

Wednesday Morning 

Revelation Bible study 

Pastor Ed Skutshek is leading a Bible Study from 11:00 AM 

to Noon. We continue studying the Book of Revelation 

using William Hendriksen’s book entitled “More Than 

Conquerors: An Interpretation of the Book of Revelation.” 

Bring a bag lunch with you. Enjoy lunch and discuss what 

we have just learned, other topics and fellowship. 

Congregational Life 

Opportunities for Study, service 

and Fellowship  this Fall: 
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Confirmation Classes !!  

Wednesdays from 4:00 PM to 5:00 PM in the 

Fireside Room. There is still time to join the class. 

If you know of a youth aged 12-13 years who 

would benefit from Confirmation instruction 

please call Pastor David @ (250) 769-5685.  
 

Sunday School  

Children come to the 10:30 service and go to 

Sunday School after the Children’s Time.  

Sunday School is for children from ages 3 to 12. 

New children are always welcome.  It is never too 

late to join Sunday School.   

Sunday School Christmas Program: Sunday 

December 13th at 10:30 AM.  

Service  

Kelowna’s Gospel Mission 

251 Leon Ave, Kelowna, BC 

The 4th Tuesday of every month a team from Grace Lutheran 
goes to the Gospel Mission. They help in the kitchen with lunch 
and dinner preparation.  

If you are called to help contact Penny Pfahl @ 250.707.0418 
or by email: pennymelvin@shaw.ca 

Youth at Risk 

Grace Lutheran congregation has committed to preparing a 
meal for 50 youth on the 2nd Tuesday of each month.  You can 
help in many ways: 

 Make a special donation for the cost of the food used to 
make the meal. 

 Come out to the church the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 
noon and help prepare the meal.  

 Transport the meal from our church to the Boys and Girls 
Club facility on Main Street. The meal is served at 4:30 PM.  

Make a dessert or other item for the meal at your home and 
bring it to the church on the 2nd Tuesday at noon. 

If you want to help call Iris MacKinlay at 778-754-1541. 

Special Music 

We love to include Special Music at our 10:30 AM service on 
the second, fourth and fifth Sundays. If you would be 
interested in singing a hymn for special music or playing an 
instrumental piece during the offering please put your name 
on the special music sign-up sheet on the bulletin board and 
Miriam will be in touch with you. 
 

PRAISE BAND  

Praise Band practices on Friday afternoons at 4:00 p.m. 
They lead the congregation in song at the 9:00 AM service. We 
welcome anyone who has a voice and wants to sing to the 
Lord! Please speak to Deni Skutshek 250.862.9098 or the 
Church Office 250.769.5685 for information.  

Grace Choir  

Our Grace Choir performs a musical offering during worship on 
the first and third Sunday of each month from September to 
May. We practice on Thursdays from 7:00- 8:30 PM beginning 
Thursday September 10th. We welcome anyone who has a 
voice and wants to sing to the Lord! Please speak to Deni 
Skutshek 250.862.9098 or the Church Office 250.769.5685 for 
information.   
 

GRACE LUTHERAN WOMEN  

Grace Lutheran Women will meet Thursday November 

12th,   the Fireside Room at 9:00 AM.  

Fellowship 

 Happiness Group Luncheon 
& Hymn sing  

Tuesday  
December 15, 2015 

11:30 AM  
 

“Good King Wenceslaus” 
Not a prince, but the father of all the wretched. 

A ministry of  
Grace Lutheran Church 

1162 Hudson Road,  
West Kelowna, BC, V1Z 1J3 

Please RSVP with: Church Office: (250) 769-5685 or 
Wilma Lechner (250) 765-5649 

Website: www.gracelutherankelowna.com 
 

ladies’ BreaKfast  
Ladies Breakfast Saturday November 7th     
at the Gatekeeper Restaurant at 9:00 AM. 

Men’s Breakfast  
Men’s Breakfast Saturday November 14th at 
the Gatekeeper Restaurant at 8:30 AM. 

 

Rides to Church 

Would you be willing to give a ride to one our 

parishioners, who lives close to you but is no longer able 

to drive to Sunday services or attend other congregational 

events? Call Nora Steffenhagen at (778) 478-4117, she will 

put you on a roster of drivers and will match you with a 

parishioner that lives near you.  
 

 

 

 

mailto:pennymelvin@shaw.ca
http://www.gracelutherankelowna.com/
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Youth Events 

Looking forward to another year of youth activities.  Below 

are upcoming events for the year.   If you have any 

questions or want to join in call Pastor David at the office.  

250-769-5685   

2015 

Nov. 22, Youth Service & pizza party 

Dec. 22, Gospel Mission & IHOP 

2016 

Jan. 31, Youth Service & pizza party 

Feb. 28, Lunch Fundraiser & Bowling 

March 22, Gospel Mission 

April 24, Youth Service & pizza party 

May 29, Special Event 

July 1, Canada Parade 

 

 Tree Decorating 
Saturday, November 28th 

10:00AM 

Volunteers Needed & Appreciated! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grace’s 35th Anniversary 
 

Grace Lutheran 35
th

 

Anniversary 

On Sunday October 25th our congregation celebrated 

both the Reformation and our 35th Anniversary. During 

worship we paid tribute to some Charter Members who 

were with us that Sunday: Jean Madsen; Coco Heebner; 

Jack & Erika Burt; Alwin & Brenda Heise; Craig Heise; and 

Dianna Rawson. Also present, was Heather Dawn 

Sandager (nee: Rawson), daughter of Charter Member 

Dianna Rawson. Heather was the first child of 

congregational members baptized at Grace.  She brought 

her four children to the celebration. Dianna Rawson and 

Heather Sandagerare the daughter and granddaughter, 

respectively, of our own Frieda Splett.   

Craig Heise was a member of the second class confirmed 

in Grace Lutheran Church. Craig’s son Zachary was 

baptized and confirmed at Grace.  

About 120 stayed for a delicious luncheon which included, 

ham, scalloped potatoes, an array of salads and buns. 

Dessert included, pies and squares.  What a fear!  

A brief program followed the luncheon. Chairman Don 

Johnson emceed the program.  
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GLC 6
th

 Annual 

Christmas Joy Concert 

Friday, December 4
th

 

2:00 PM 

Be sure to mark your calendars!  Come out to our 

Christmas Joy Concert! We open our doors to the 

residents of the Care Homes of West Kelowna. Come 

out and enjoy the music, singing and readings and 

extend the hand of friendship and enjoy fellowship 

with our guests.      
 

Pastor Ed to Participate in  
Remembrance Day Service  
Pastor Ed was asked by the Chaplain of the Westbank 

Royal Canadian Legion #288 to take his place at the 

Remembrance Day services at Royal LePage Place on 

Wednesday November 11th. Legion #288’s Chaplain 

Pastor Ron Watson will be leading the Remembrance Day 

service in Vernon this year.  

Outreach by Invitation 
Council has extended an invitation to the Girl Guides that 

meet in our basement on Thursdays and the families of or 

Montessori Preschool to a pizza supper and Christmas 

celebration on Thursday December 10th beginning at 5:30 

PM.  The theme of the evening is “Christmas in a Nutshell.” 

Please pray that the Girl Guides and the Montessori 

families come out.  

 

 

COMPASSION CORNER  
Remembering: We remember in our 
prayers all the families of those who 
have gone on to be with the Lord 
including the Solomonson, Herbst, 
Gniewotta, Hagan, Schmidt-Cressman 
and Hertel, families. Yet not one of 
them is forgotten by God Luke 12:6b 

Interceding: Please pray for those in need of God’s healig 
touch including Gloria Szabo, Dean Rigsby (Deni 
Skutshek’s step-brother), Kurt Tartsch; baby Ewen 
Wilson, Mary Toth, Lorraine Wentland, Heidi Wakal, 
Diane Hamilton, Pastor Horst Gutsche, Helene Hack, 
Walter Semeniuk, Annemarie Mayer, Arline Nikolaj, 
Tema Fenson, Charlene Klingbeil-Anderson, George 
Osness, and Lawrence Slind. And the prayer offered in 
faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise 
them up. James 5:15a 

 

CALC President’s Itinerary 
September 19-21st Pastor Ed participated in a CALC National 

Council meeting in Calgary on the 19th.  He ordained and 

installed John Graham as the Pastor of St. Peter’s Lutheran 

Church in Sullivan, Ontario on the 20th.  

October 4-7, Frisco, Texas – Pastor Ed and Deni participated as 

delegates for Grace in LCMC’s 2015 Annual Gathering. Pastor Ed 

participated, as President of CALC, in a panel discussion held on 

the Tuesday evening of the convention. The panel was convened 

in order to discuss the recent US Supreme Court decision which 

legalized same gender marriage in all of the US. The panel 

discussion will be online this coming winter. 

October 14-15, Pastor Ed led CALC’s 2015 Annual Pastor’s Study 

Retreat at Camp Nakamun, north of Edmonton.   

October 16-18, Pastor Ed led CALC’s 2015 annual general 

convention at Emmaus Lutheran Church in Edmonton.  On 

Sunday, October 18th, he ordained  Pastor Ted in Wetaskiwin, AB.  

October 31-November 1, Pastor Ed visited   St. Matthew’s 

Lutheran Church, Cornwall, ON and met with the Call Committee 

from All Saints, Lutheran Church, Ottawa, ON.  

 

 

Convention Highlights and 

Other CALC Information:  
Highlights of the CALC and LCMC 2015 Conventions and 

other CALC news will be available in CALC’s Lutheran 

Connector which will be published November 7th.  
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