
May 2018 

Easter to Pentecost Sunday Edition  

Graceline  
A monthly publication of Grace Lutheran Church 

 

 

Inside this Edition 
Pastor David’s Message ………………….………….………………  1 

50 Days of Easter ………………………………………………………. 2 

Congregational Life ………………………………………………. 3 

Confirmation & Youth……………………………………………… 4 

Youth Summer Camp………………………………………………… 4 

Vacation Bible School..……………………………………………. 4 

Compassion Corner 5 

New Member Sunday……………………………………………… 5 

Games Night……………………………………………………………. 5 

Re-Roofing Project …………………………………………………. 5 

Spring Clean-up…….………………………………………………… 6 

Grief Seminar – May 26th …………………………………………. 6 

Happiness Group Spring Luncheon…………………………… 6 

Bringing a Cake to Coffee Fellowship………………………. 7 

Sign up for Coffee Fellowship…………………………………… 7 

Food for Thought ……………………………………………………. 7 

Hot Dog Luncheon in May……….…….…………………….…. 7 

CALC President’s Travel Itinerary……………………………… 8 

In Loving Memory……………………………………………………. 8 

May Calendar…………………………………………………………... 9 

  
GRACELINE is a monthly newsletter published by: 

Grace Lutheran Church 

1162 Hudson Rd. West Kelowna, BC, V1Z 1J3 
250.769.5685 
Website: www.gracelutherankelowna.com  
Email: info@gracelutherankelowna.com  

PASTORS: 
Ed Skutshek - 250.801.3860   David Wunderlich – 250.317.6502 
GLC CHAIRMAN: Herbert Heise  
Church Office: Miriam Shopland-Keith  
Office Hours: 9:00AM to 2:00PM -  Monday through Friday 

Pastor David’s Message  
 A Mad World to Live In!  A response to the 
mass killing in Toronto  
 

We are hearing a lot in the news lately of individuals who have 
committed heinous crimes of mass murder.  A recent example 
is what happened in Toronto that brings this close to home.  
The tragic event of a rental van used to kill 10 people and 
injuring another 15, is one of these examples that we do not 
wish to hear of again.   

It is difficult to imagine what these people and their families 
have gone through.  I can only pray for them in the midst of 
this senseless act.  I have relatives who live near that particular 
street and they feel so frustrated that this could even happen 
in their neighbourhood.   When events like these happen, it is 
interesting how the media and the public want to know why 
an individual or group would want to do something like this.   

In a land of great opportunity and freedom, where people are 
willing to risk their lives to get into Canada, we still face very 
unhappy individuals.  In the cases where it has nothing to do 
with radical ideologies, we tend to look at the mental well-
being of the individual who has committed the heinous crime.   
We are always going to be dealing with unstable people.   

We often look to disciplines like psychology to seek some 
answers.  First medication is important, another is fulfilling the 
social needs of a person.   If you look at the work of Erik 
Erikson, who is noted to be one of the great psychologists, he 
points out certain needs and stages that people need to 
develop and overcome to be a healthy individual. There are 
many models to pick from and theories to consider.  To make 
it simple for us, I believe there are three fundamentals that are 
needed to help a person.  They are:  

1. Who am I?   
2. Who do I belong to? and,  
3. What is my purpose?   

The key to answering these questions in life is that whatever 
the answers are, they must be positive and a benefit to the 
communal structure that we live in.   

1. Many who are involved in these crimes are usually struggling 
individuals who want to be known and this helps them to form 
an identity.  

2. They want to be identified with a group that has a cause 
even if it seems bizarre to us.   

http://www.gracelutherankelowna.com/
mailto:info@gracelutherankelowna.com
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3. If they create a display of dissatisfaction in public they feel 
they are fulfilling a purpose.   

We live in a society that allows us the freedom to seek who we 
want to be and what we want to do and believe in. As you see, 
what you believe in makes all the difference in the world.   I am 
going to be bold and say that religion can be a starting point to 
the right path, but it must be the right religion.  

Our Christian faith in our church helps us to live in the 
boundaries of a faith that promotes love, grace, purpose, and 
guidance in how we should live individually and how to live 
with each other.  A faith that does not provide this, needs to 
examine itself deeply.  The right type of faith can make all the 
difference.  I hear so many people of faith who have told me 
over the years that without their faith and faith community 
they would not know where they would be right now.  Some 
would say they would be dead or in jail.   

It surprises me when I hear these answers, but we should not 
be that surprised at all.   Jesus in the lives of people makes a 
difference.  Jesus can fulfill the blanks to the answers of the 
questions we have in our lives.  The “Who am I? Who do I 
belong to? What is my purpose? Young people are especially 
seeking after these questions, and many are getting the wrong 
answers that are creating grave consequences. 

Jesus tells us who we are. We are children of God.  The Bible 
tells us who we belong to.  We are part of the body of Christ a 
communion of sainthood.  What is our purpose?    This can be 
summed up in Matthew 22:37-40 (NIV) 37 Jesus replied: “‘Love 
the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind. 38 This is the first and greatest 
commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor 
as yourself.’ 40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two 
commandments.”    

In a Christian prospective we feel that our faith if followed 
correctly can bring a positive impact to society.  The church 
concept is to strengthen community, family, and the 
individual. To uplift youth and children. Our goal is to make 
them feel that they are special in this world, because they are 
part of God's plan. The church needs to be a training center of 
teaching to serve others in need and not be so self-centered 
about ourselves.  The answers are before us, yet it takes one 
person and one family at a time to work on them.                    

May god bless us in the endeavour! 
       

Pastor David Wunderlich 

 

At Grace Lutheran we celebrate Easter for 50 days. We call this 
50-day period the liturgical Season of Easter.  There are seven 
Sundays in the Season of Easter. This year April 1st was the first 
Sunday in Easter. The 1st Sunday in Easter follows Maundy 
Thursday and Good Friday. As a church we declare that some 
2,000 years ago, Jesus suffered and died on the first Good 
Friday and rose from the dead on the very first Easter Sunday. 

Acts 1:3 testifies: “After his suffering, he [Jesus] presented 
himself to them and gave many convincing proofs that he was 
alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and 
spoke about the kingdom of God.” For the next six Sundays, 
through the Gospel lessons read, Jesus teaches his Church 
today about the meaning of his resurrection.  

The Gospel lesson for the 2nd Sunday (April 8th) of Easter is 
always John 20:19-31. These verses declare that, on the 
evening of the first Easter Sunday, Jesus appeared to his 
disciples, breathed on them (gave them the Holy Spirit), and 
called them to go out an announce the coming of the Kingdom 
of God in Jesus. Jesus authorized them to announce the 
forgiveness of sin in his name and absolve all who repented 
and believed in him.   These further declare that a week later 
Jesus appeared to doubting Thomas and called him to believe. 
Jesus used a doubter, one who needed proof before he would 
believe, to announce that many would come to believe in him 
through the power of the words of the Gospel preached in its 
purity. 

The Gospel Lessons for the next four Sundays which follow 
include, the account of resurrected Jesus walking with two 
disciples on the road to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-35); Jesus 
appearing to all the disciples and eating a piece of fish  (Luke 
24:36-49); Jesus appearing on the beach (John 21:1-14), Jesus 
the good Shepherd (John 10); Jesus the true Vine (John 15); 
Jesus call to love one another (John 13); and Jesus the way, 
truth and life (John 14).    

On Thursday May 10th, forty days from Easter Sunday, we 
celebrate Jesus’ ascension into heaven. (Luke 24:44-53) 

On the 7th Sunday of Easter (May 13th) Jesus’ great priestly 
prayer found in John 17.  

One week later, May 20th, exactly 50 days from Easter Sunday, 
we celebrate Pentecost Sunday, the birthday of the church.   

From the 1st Sunday in Easter to Pentecost Sunday we display 
the Pascal Candle. This candle is meant to represent the 
resurrected Jesus, the new light that stood among his disciples. 
The flame on the candle represents resurrection and new life. 
The cross on the candle reminds us that the resurrected Jesus 
bore the marks of his crucifixion. He showed them his hands 
and feet disfigured by nails and the wound on his side.  His 
hands, feet and side remind us that he was pierced for our 
transgressions and by his wounds we are healed.  
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Congregational Life 

Christian 
Education 
Sundays  
10:15AM: Discussion Group meets 
with Pastor Jim Statham immediately 
following the 9:00 AM worship 
service.  

10:30AM: Sunday School. Our Sunday 
School meets during the 10:30 AM 
service.  

Wednesdays  
9:30 AM: Ladies Bible Study a group of 
ladies meets with Lilias Statham on 
Wednesday mornings from 9:30 to 
11:00 AM. If you want more 
information, please call Lilias at 
250.767.0153.    

11:00 AM: Bible Study.  This group 
meets with one of our pastors for 
about an hour. Bring a bag lunch for 
fellowship and discussion after the 
study.  

Confirmation: Pastor David meets 
with the Confirmands on Wednesdays 
at 4:00PM. Students who turned 12 in 
2017, or are older, may be eligible for 
our Confirmation program. Please call 
Pastor David at 250.769.5685 if you 
have any questions about our 
Confirmation program.  

Serving Others 

Volunteer at the  
Kelowna Gospel Mission  
251 Leon Ave, Kelowna, BC 

On the 4th Tuesday of every month a 
team from Grace Lutheran goes to the 
Kelowna Gospel Mission. They help in 
the kitchen with lunch and dinner 
preparation. If you are would like to 

serve in this way, please contact 
Corinn Lutz at 250.869.8092 or by 
email:   timcorlutz@gmail.com 

 

 

West Kelowna - Youth at   
Risk – Meal Preparation  
Grace Lutheran congregation has 
committed to preparing a meal for 50 
youth on the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month.   

You can help in many ways: 

• Make a special donation for the 
cost of the food used to make the 
meal. 

• Transport the meal from our 
church to the Boys and Girls Club 
facility on Main Street. The meal is 
served at 4:30 PM.  

Prepare an entrée, dessert or other 
item for the meal at your home and 
bring it to the church on the 2nd 
Tuesday at noon. If you want to help 
call Iris MacKinlay at 778.754.1541 or 
Innes Wunderlich at 778.754.3212. 

Rides to Church   
Do you need a ride to Sunday services 
or special congregational events? 
Would you be willing to give someone 
a ride to Sunday services or special 
events?  

Call Nora Steffenhagen at 778. 
478.4117, she will match those who 
need a ride and those willing to give a 
ride.  

Serving in Worship 

Special Music 
We love to include Special Music at the 
10:30 service.  If you would be 
interested in singing a hymn for special 
music, or playing an instrumental piece 
during the offering, please put your 
name on the special music sign-up 
sheet on the bulletin board and Miriam 
will be in touch with you. 

Praise Band  
Praise Band practices on Friday 
afternoons at 4:00 p.m. They lead the 
congregation in song at the 9:00 AM 
service. We welcome anyone who has a 
voice and wants to sing to the Lord. 
Please speak to Deni Skutshek 
250.862.9098 or the Church Office 
250.769.5685 for information. 

 

Grace Choir 
From September through May Grace Choir 
provides a special musical offering during 

worship on the first and third Sunday of each 
month. We welcome anyone who has a voice 
and wants to sing to the Lord. We practice on 
Thursdays from 7:00-8:30PM.  If you have any 

questions, please speak to Deni Skutshek 
250.862.9098 or the Church Office 

250.769.5685 for information. 

Sound Booth 
Are you interested in working with the team 

that run the sound booth? Please contact our 
church office an 250.769.5685 and Miriam 
will put you in touch with Al Hamilton or 

another member of our tech team. 

Fellowship 
Ladies’ Breakfast ~ Postponed Until 

Further Notice. 

Men’s Breakfast: Our men gather at 8:30 

AM for breakfast at Grace Lutheran in the 
Fellowship Hall the first Saturday of the 

month. Next breakfast Saturday May 5th.  
 All men are welcome. 

Happiness Group Luncheon: 
The next Happiness Group luncheon is on 
Thursday May 3rd at 11:30 AM. Singing, 
devotions, fellowship, fun, and a lovely 

luncheon with all the trimmings. 
 

Register by calling the church office 
250.769.5685; sign-up sheet (posted in 

April); or email us at: 
info@gracelutherankelowna.com 

Council and Committee 
Meetings 

Church Council Tuesday May 15th at 

7:00PM Fireside Room 

Stewardship Committee Tuesday  

May 1st at 2:00PM Fireside Room 

Worship and Music Committee 

Friday September 14th at 3:00PM  

Fireside Room  
Building & Grounds Committee 

Tuesday September 18th at 2:00PM 
Fireside Room 

 

 
 

mailto:timcorlutz@gmail.com
mailto:info@gracelutherankelowna.com
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Confirmation & 

  
Hotdog Sunday May 6th, after the 10:30 service. 

Stewardship & Youth will be serving.  

Confirmation Sunday: Second year Confirmation 

Students will be confirmed this year on Sunday June 3rd. 

Youth Summer Camp Event July 22-27. 

Any Questions please call Pastor David Wunderlich cell 

250-317-6502 or at the church 250-769-5685 

 Youth 
Summer 
Camp 
event 

Ages: 10-15 
July 22 -27, 2018 

 

Camp Luther of Mission B.C.  
9311 Shook Road, Mission BC    

website:  www.campluther.ca 

The youth will experience activities like archery, canoeing, 
Kayaking, board surfing, crafts skits, campfires, chapel, 
talent shows, and eating at the canteen. 

If interested, please contact pastor David Wunderlich and 
then register at this link: 
 https://campluther.campbrainregistration.com/ 

If they are new to camp, they will need to create an online 
account under “New user sign-up” 

Cost: 165.00   If you are a member at Grace Lutheran 
Wavier forms from Grace Lutheran Church must be signed. 

Registration deadline May 15th, 2018 
Any questions please call Pastor David Wunderlich:  

cell 250-317-6502 or at the church 250-769-5685 or 

email him at:  

 David.Wunderlich@gracelutherankelowna.com.  

 

This year our Vacation Bible School (VBS) will be held the 
week of Monday July 16th through Friday July 20th from 
9:00 AM to noon each day.  

The children will all gather in our sanctuary at 9:00 AM 
each day for an opening program. During the opening 
they will sing songs, learn to pray the Lord’s Prayer and 
receive some instruction on the Bible lesson for the day. 
The children will then split into four groups. Each group 
will receive more focused instruction on the Bible lesson 
for the day and complete a craft. At 11:15 AM on Friday 
the children will participate in a closing program. The 
program will include dialogue and singing. A pizza lunch 
will follow. Please come out for the closing program.  

It takes teachers, teaching assistants, music leaders, 
kitchen help, recess facilitators and administrators to 
make our VBS happen. Volunteers are always welcome. 
If the Holy Spirit is nudging you to volunteer contact Heidi 
Vant Geloof at 250.764.7544 or hlvantgeloof@gmail.com. 

Watch upcoming weekly bulletins for further information 
on VBS 2018.  

VBS is an important outreach for our congregation. Many 
of you may not be able to help with the VBS. However, 
everyone one can pray to God for the success of our VBS. 
Everyone can inform a neighbor, friend or relative of our 
VBS and invite and encourage them to send their children 
or grandchildren to our VBS. Families living as far away 
from our church as Rutland have faithfully sent their 
children to our VBS.  Everyone can come out to the 
closing program on Friday.  

http://www.campluther.ca/
https://campluther.campbrainregistration.com/
mailto:David.Wunderlich@gracelutherankelowna.com
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COMPASSION CORNER 
Remember in prayer everyone in 
our church family who mourns 
including the Melsness, 
Green/Patterson, Sternbeil/Green, 
Oram and Logan, families; those 
recovering from surgery including 
Ruby Weber; those in need of 
prayer at home including 14-yr-old 
Logan, Myrtle Wilson, Diane 

Hamilton, Cindy Cressman, Martha Gust (Linda Lutz’ 
mother), Frieda Splett, Mary Timmerman, Bruce Poirier, 
Arline Nikolaj, Tom Lesosky, Evelyn Werner, Doris 
Lyseng, Lilly Matzigkeit, Don Nikolaj, Bill Doyle, Jake 
Pauls, Mary Pauls, Ella Balija, Clayton Hack, Gertraude 
Kreissig, Krystian Poirier, Mary Toth, Lorraine Wentland, 
Annamarie Mayer, Ferne Sather, Dean Rigsby, Helene 
Hack, Tema Fenson and Lil Smith. I will say of the LORD, 

“He is my refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust.” 
Psalm 91:2 
 
 

New Member 

Sunday 
 
On Sunday May 6th, we will welcome new members at 
both the 9:00 and 10:30 AM services. A hotdog lunch is 
planned for after the 10:30 AM service.  

 
 

Is God calling you to a deeper commitment to our 
congregation? Pastor David Wunderlich would love to 
talk to you about God’s calling.  

 
Please contact Pastor David at: 250.317.6502 (cell) or 
250.769.5685 (church office).  
Email:  David.Wunderlich@gracelutherankelowna.com  

 

First Games Night Grace Lutheran  

 

To encourage fellowship and to provide an opportunity 
to invite friends to church, we held our first games night 
on Friday April 27 at 7 pm.  About 30 attended including 
the youth group and adults. Participants brought their 
favourite board games and snack and we retrieved our 
theater-style popcorn maker out from the basement 
(butter & salt next time!). Participants played Skip-Bo, 
Crib, Sequence and a host of other games. A good time 
was had by all!  

Keep you eye on Graceline for our next games night. 
Come out for fellowship and fun! 

Re-Roofing Project    

 
SPRING IS FINALLY HERE! Work on replacing the roof over 
the Fellowship Hall, Narthex and Fireside Room can begin.  
Elite Roofing was awarded the job ($32,285.29 plus taxes). 
We will most likely have to repair some plywood, and other 
roof structures which may have been damaged by water 
leaks.  We will have to repair and repaint the drywall 
damaged by the roof leaks.  It is impossible to estimate 
these additional costs until we have inspected the roof, attic 
and ceilings after the existing roof materials are removed.  
Elite estimates the re-roofing project may begin in May.  

Thanks be to God we have met our goal of raising 
$15,000.00 towards the new roof. We believe that the 
Building Reserve fund will cover the remaining amount. We 
will keep our congregation informed as to the progress on 
the reroofing project. This project will make a significant 
dent in our building reserve fund. You can still make 
donations to the “Special Roof Appeal.”  Donations in 
excess of the $15,000.00 target will be retained in the 
building reserve. Please prayerfully consider this worthy 

project.  Your Church Council.  

mailto:David.Wunderlich@gracelutherankelowna.com
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Saturday April 28th 
Building and Grounds Committee organized our annual Spring 
Clean-up. Thirty-two volunteers came out, many before 9AM, 
and we completed the following work.  Outside the church: the 
parking lot was swept, pine needles were raked, trees and 
bushes trimmed, debris and dead branches were hauled away 
and the outside windows were washed. Inside the church: 
closets were cleaned out, cabinets wiped down, the kitchen 
and oven were cleaned, and the windows were cleaned.  A 
Pizza lunch and fellowship followed all this wonderful work. 
Heartfelt thanks for all who came out and made this year’s 
clean-up a success.  God bless you all. 
 

 

Grief: The Jesus Way 

Pastor Rick Bergh will lead a 

Bereavement Ministry Retreat 

May 26
th
 at Grace Lutheran 

9:00 AM – 4:00 PM  

Cost $25.00 (Includes lunch) 

 

How to Get Through Grief 

…or at least know you’re moving forward 

People get stuck in their grief, but all they really want is their 
joy restored. Jesus left his disciples with some incredible 
insights into grief that work for us still today. Learn what these 
are and help others by responding to the scriptural mandate 
to bear one another’s burdens.  

This retreat is for anyone who gone through a significant loss 
and wonders if the pain will ever go away.   

Topics include: 

• Purpose Driven Grief   

• Defeating the Biggest Reason People Get Stuck. 

• Constructing the Game Plan That Will Keep the 
Connection Going.  

• Leaning How to Tell Your New Story in a Different Way. 

• Exploring Unique Mourning Practices That Work for You 
and Your Family. 

• Healthy Remembering of Your Love One Who Died. 

Through short, educational sessions, individual reflection and 
group interaction, each participant will leave with a blueprint 
to help them get through grief from a scriptural perspective 
and in their unique manner in order to experience joy again. 
You are not alone. Join others in this weekend experience and 
go home, knowing there is hope for your future while still 
honoring the one you miss.  

Rev. Rick Bergh (M.Div., CT, NT), is an ordained minister and 
serves a parish in Victoria, BC. He is a best-selling author, 
speaker, narrative therapist and workshop leader. God has 
called him to a ministry as a Thanatologist (specialist in death, 
dying and bereavement). Rick has first-hand experience at 
transitioning through loss and leads workshops and speaks 
throughout North America on grief and bereavement. You can 
learn more about his work at: www.rickbergh.com. 
 

Happiness Group  
Springtime 
Luncheon 

Thursday, May 3rd  
 

“Our Lord has written the promise of 

resurrection, not in books alone, but in every leaf 

in springtime.”  Martin Luther 

 

The luncheon begins at 11:30 AM and ends 1:30 PM. 

We sing hymns, are inspired by special music and 

devotions enjoy a fabulous meal, reconnect with old 

friends and make new ones. 

 

Special music will be provided by the “Valley 

Gentlemen” quartet.   

 

We set the table for 90 so RSVP early. Make a 

reservation by calling our church office at 250-769-

5685 or email us at:  

info@gracelutherankelowna.com. 

http://www.rickbergh.com/
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HOT DOG  

 

SUNDAY, MAY 6
TH

 

AT NOON – COME OUT AND 

WELCOME OUR NEW MEMBERS 

 

Bringing a Cake to Sunday Coffee Fellowship? 
 

 

 

 

 
If you are bringing a Birthday or Anniversary Cake to share 

during Coffee Fellowship, please let the group leader for 

the month know. 

Coco Heebner 250.769.6124; Karen Arend 250.769.5126; 

Erika Burt 250.768.5912; Frieda Woerler 250.452.9245; 

and Margaret Knoess 250.768.0157. 

WE NEED YOU!!! 
What is Our Need? To keep the coffee fellowship every 

Sunday, we need your help and we encourage every person to 
get involved weather you are first or second service. 

What is the commitment? 
Your commitment would be to help in the kitchen ONE 
SUNDAY EVERY FIVE MONTHS. Your team leader will work 
with you to pick a Sunday on your work month that will work 
into you schedule. 

What would I have to do? 
You will be part of a team and jobs can be assigned to ability. 

• Bring something for the goodie table, i.e., cut up fruit, 
cookies, a loaf or squares; about 6 dozen pieces. Home-
made or store-bought goodies are ok or give your team 
leader money to pick something up. 

• Prepare the fellowship room this will involve taking down 
the chairs if they are still on the tables. 

• Help set up the cups, coffee, cream & sugar; make coffee 
and tea and set out glasses for water & juice prior to 
service. 

• Collect the cups wash them put them through the 
sterilizer and back in the cupboard after fellowship. 

• Communion Sundays clean the communion cups and put 
them away. 

• Wash the tables off after fellowship and clean the coffee 
makers. 

• Put the chairs back on the tables.  

We have 5 faithful group leaders who really need your help on 
their teams.  Please consider volunteering in this very 
important part of ministry at Grace Lutheran Church. It is a 
great way to meet everyone in the congregation and make 
new friends at the same time! Contact Miriam at the church 
office 250.769.5685 or one of the five team leaders: Coco 
Heebner 250.769.6124; Karen Arend 250.769.5126; Erika Burt 
250.768.5912 Frieda Woerler 250.452.9245; and Margaret 
Knoess 250.768.0157.  

Food for Thought   
Written by Pastor Ed - a free ad in the Westside Leisure Guide   

Spring is finally here. The sun warms the earth and prepares it 
for planting. Every spring we are given a gift, a golden 
opportunity to teach our children powerful lessons about life 
and the gift of learning. 

Every seed is a powerful object lesson. All you need for seeds 
to reveal their educational potential is a garden pot or two, 
some garden soil and fertilizer.  Children learn that within each 
seed are powerful forces that are unleashed by soil, water, 
fertilizer and sunshine.  The life force within the seed breaks 
forth and completely new life form is produced.  The seed 
becomes a sprout, then a plant and finally bears fruit.  Buried 
within the fruit are the seeds necessary to start another 
generation of plants. This object lesson encourages and builds 
patience. Children learn to wait patiently as the plant grows, 
matures and produces a crop. The growing plant encourages 
faithfulness, through daily watering and tending over the 
season.   

The transformation which occurs within your little garden pot 
is a metaphor for what goes on within each of us.  The soil 
represents the human mind. Like the soil, the human mind has 
the potential of producing a colorful garden.  The seeds 
represent ideas. Every time a student participates in a class at 
school or reads a book, the ideas conveyed by the teacher or 
the author are planted in our mind. Some of these ideas take 
root within us. Some of these ideas take hold of us and they 
begin to grow on us and in us. At school we first learn to add 
and subtract. When we have mastered addition and 
subtraction, we then learn multiplication and division. These 
foundations in math allow us to learn about fractions, 
geometry, algebra and even calculus. The foundations in math 
we learn in high school pave the way to a university education 
in engineering. The instruction received in university paves the 
way for a career in engineering. The new engineer may be the 
designer of the world’s most an energy efficient skyscraper or 
a super computer capable of unlocking mysteries that lead to 
a cure for cancer. All this began with a tiny little seed: learning 
to add and to subtract.  

The water, sunshine and fertilizer represent the love, care, 
nurture and discipline administered by parents, relatives and 
teachers. Without water, sunshine and fertilizer it is impossible 
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for a seed to grow. Without love, nourishment and discipline 
(homework and class participation) it is impossible to learn 
effectively and for the ideas that take hold of us, to take root, 
grow, mature and blossom.   

The growing plant is a powerful metaphor for the life of faith. 
We believe that the teachings of Bible can take hold of our 
minds and produce growth and change in us. These teachings 
can produce love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self control.  This all begins by 
picking up the “Good Book.” 

In Christ, Pastor Ed Skutshek, Grace Lutheran Church, West 
Kelowna. 

 

CALC President’s trAveL itinerAry 

March 10 CALC National Council Meeting, Calgary, AB 

March 18 Installation of Pastor Marc Lapointe at St. Andrew’s 
Lutheran Church in Kamloops, BC.  

April 20-21. Alberta Cluster meeting at Deer Valley Meadows 
Christian Camp and Retreat Center near Alix, Alberta.  

September 8 CALC Cluster Meeting in Vancouver. 

October 7-10 Pastor Ed will attend the LCMC Annual Gathering 
in Des Moines, Iowa, USA. 

October 23-25 Pastor Ed will facilitate the CALC Pastors’ 
Retreat at Deer Valley Meadows Christian Cam p and Retreat 
Center near Alix, Alberta.  

October 26-28 Pastor Ed will chair the CALC Annual General 
Convention at Deer Valley Meadows Christian Camp and 
Retreat Center near Alix, Alberta. 

In Loving Memory 
ALLEN RUSSELL MELSNESS 
was born April 25, 1925 to 
Otto and Emma Melsness. He 
was the youngest of 11 
children; nine boys and two 
girls.  

The family was raised on 
their farm in Preeceville, 
Saskatchewan. With such a 
large family, they made their 
fun playing games and 

competing with one another. Being the youngest, Russell 
claimed this taught him to be a good loser! 

In 1944, at the age of 19, Russell went off to Outlook, 
Saskatchewan to attend grade 12 at the Saskatchewan 
Lutheran Bible Institute. It was here that he would meet his 
future wife, Astrid. The couple courted for four years while 
Russell studied at Seminary and Astrid completed university. 
By 1948 they were engaged. They wed July 6, 1950, in 
Saskatoon.  

Four short years later, while they were in the ministry and 
living in Wetaskiwin, Alberta, Russell and Astrid welcomed 
their first daughter, Karen. By 1957 they the family was living 

in Medicine Hat, Alberta and it was there that daughter 
number two, Randi, joined the family, making them complete.  

In 1961 the family was on the move again, this time to 
Burnaby, British Columbia. Here they would spend the next 12 
years. In 1973 they would make their final move to Kelowna, 
BC where they would settle for good.  

By the late 1970s both daughters had married, and in 1980 the 
grandchildren began to arrive. First came Allen, followed by 
Amanda and, over the next five years, Trevor, Luke and Stacy. 
These five grandchildren are arguably the most blessed group 
of grandchildren to ever have lived. Russell and Astrid spoiled 
the grandkids with fishing trips, wiener roasts, afternoons 
spent on Gilligan’s Island, sleepovers, and crosswords in bed 
with “chew coffee.” Many fond memories were created while 
sitting cross-legged in the garden eating fresh peas or watching 
as Grandpa carefully crafted beautiful stools for the grandkids 
in his woodworking shop. Russell taught each grandchild how 
to skip rocks at the creek behind their home, an invaluable 
lesson! 

Some years later came the great-grandkids. There are 12 to 
date! Eli, Blake, Courtney, Wesley, Delilah, Annabelle, Jenna 
Rae, Olive, Evelyn, Ethan, Gunnar, and Amelia. Russell was so 
proud of his large family and never missed an opportunity to 
brag about them! 

Over their 63 years of marriage, Russell and Astrid enjoyed 
quite a bit of traveling. Their travels took them to the usual 
travel spots like Disneyland, the Grand Canyon, and Hawaii, as 
well as Norway and other parts of Europe. They also took 
many, many, cruises, the most memorable being the family 
cruise of 1992! 

An avid hunter and fisherman, Russell truly enjoyed the 
outdoors. He enjoyed playing golf and watching hockey. He 
took great joy in watching his grandkids play hockey, always 
asking them for a goal, (or a good penalty!), and they were 
always happy to oblige! 

When asked about his greatest achievements in life, Russell’s 
reply was always the same: His family. Nothing made him 
happier or more proud than the family that he and Astrid built 
together. Russell had a theory about family trees, adoptive 
versus genetic, and he argued that the adoptive was stronger. 
He said that while a genetic family tree grew from a family’s 
single strand of genes rooted deep somewhere in the past, his 
family, the adoptive or chosen family tree, had a stronger base 
as it was rooted in many strands of genes wound together, 
wrapped around each other, supporting each other, and 
growing together. This is what Russell wanted for his family: 
Strong, supportive, loving, and bound together forever.  

As we lay my grandfather to rest today, my heart weighs 
heavily upon my chest. But I am comforted by the fact that he 
is where he always wanted to be: With Grandma and with God. 

For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, 
neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor 
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 
the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8:38-39)     
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    May 2018  

Grace Lutheran Church 
Sunday Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

  1 2 3 4 5 
  2:00PM 

Stewardship 
Committee Meeting 

9:30-11:00AM Ladies 
Study Fireside Room 
11:00AM Bible Study 
& Table Talk 
4:00PM Confirmation  

11:30AM Happiness 
Group Luncheon 
5:30PM Girl Guides 
7:00PM Choir 
Practice 

4:00PM Praise 
Band 
 

8:30 AM Men’s 
Breakfast Fellowship 
Hall 
 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
Easter 6 
NEW MEMBER 
SUNDAY 
9:00AM C-Worship   
10:30AM T-Worship  
10:45 AM Sunday 
School 
Noon: Hotdog Lunch 

 2:00PM Village at 
Smith Creek PD 
 

9:30-11:00AM Ladies 
Study Fireside Room 
11:00AM Bible Study 
& Table Talk 
4:00PM Confirmation 

5:30PM Girl Guides 
7:00PM Choir 
Practice 

4:00PM Praise 
Band 
 

 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
Easter 7 
Mother’s Day 
9:00AM C-Worship   
10:30AM T-Worship  
10:45 AM Sunday 
School 
OVPCC Kick-off for 
Baby Bottle Campaign 

 1:30PM Pine Acres 
PP 
7:00PM Church 
Council Meeting 
Fireside Room 

9:30-11:00AM Ladies 
Study Fireside Room 
11:00AM Bible Study 
& Table Talk 
4:00PM Confirmation 

5:30PM Girl Guides 
7:00PM Choir 
Practice 

4:00PM Praise 
Band 
 

1:00-4:00PM 
Emmaus Finnish 
Service 
 
 
 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
Day of Pentecost 
9:00AM C-Worship   
10:30AM T-Worship  
 

VICTORIA 
DAY  

-Office 
Closed - 

10:00AM-1:00PM 
Gospel Mission   
 
 
 
 
 

9:30-11:00AM Ladies 
Study Fireside Room 
11:00AM Bible Study 
& Table Talk 
4:00PM Confirmation 

5:30PM Girl Guides 
7:00PM Choir 
Practice 

4:00PM Praise 
Band 
 
 

9:00AM-4:00PM 
Grief: The Jesus Way 
Bereavement 
Ministry Retreat 
with Rick Bergh 
4:30-6:00PM Private 
Music Recital 
Sanctuary 

27 28 29 30 31   
Holy Trinity Sunday 
9:00AM C-Worship   
10:30AM T-Worship  
10:45 AM Sunday 
School 
1:30PM Brookhaven SK  

  9:30-11:00AM Ladies 
Study Fireside Room 
11:00AM Bible Study 
& Table Talk 
4:00PM Confirmation 
6:00PM Service of 
Healing Sanctuary  

   

 


