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The Season of Pentecost

Pastor Ed’s Message
Sparkling Jewels
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What causes a gemstone, like a ruby, sparkle? It is light.
Light enters into the ruby through one of its sides or
facets. The dense core of the ruby acts as a prism and
magnifies the light rays bouncing around its interior.
Eventually each beam of light that entered into the ruby
escapes out one of its facets. The ruby first absorbs the
light that is shined on it and then sends that light back
out. It is the light the ruby sends back out that creates its
sparkle.
God has used gemstones as an image for His work in the
lives of His people. The Prophet Zachariah promised: “The

Lord their God will save his people on that day as a
shepherd saves his flock. They will sparkle in his land
like jewels in a crown.” (Zechariah 9:16). God has saved
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His people and He makes them sparkle like jewels. God
gives His people a precious gemstone and light.
God’s word is compared to light: Thy word is a lamp to
my feet and a light to my path.” (Psalm 119:105). This is
the light that is shed by the Old and New Testament
scriptures: We are all sinners, fallen from God’s grace,
Satan’s prey, eternally separated from God by our sins.
God does not leave us in this fallen state, He gave us Jesus,
His one and only Son, who defeated Satan, suffered and
died for our sins, and rose from the dead, so that all who
believe in Jesus will have eternal life in heaven. The Holy
Bible promises that the Father, Son and Holy Spirit will
come live with us and work through us today and guide
us through the gateway of death to eternal life.
The Gospel message creates a beautiful gemstone in the
hearer. The Apostle Paul said: “Faith comes from hearing
and hearing from the Word of Christ.” (Romans 10:17)
The spoken word of the Gospel, the content being Jesus
as Lord and Savior, is the means by which faith is created.
When this Gospel is preached and proclaimed, the Holy
Spirit can enter into a person’s heart and mind and create
trust in the Father, Son and Holy Spirt and the promises

made in God’s word. This faith/trust is the gemstone that
God creates in His people.

Pastor David’s Message
Northwest District

God made rubies for the purpose of absorbing light and
then reflecting it back so that they sparkle. God gives us
the gemstone of faith and trust so that we can absorb the
light of Christ when it is preached and proclaimed and
then reflects it back so that others can see and catch the
light.

Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ. L.C.M.C. April 15-16

Innes and I are very thankful that we could attend the
annual gathering of the Northwest District L.C.M.C
gathering in Wenatchee, WA. The theme of the gathering
was called: “Answering the Call…” The two key presenters
were Steve Lien, Coordinator for Pastoral Ministry for
L.C.M.C. and Mark Vander Tuig, Service Coordinator for
L.C.M.C.
From these wonderful and Spirit-filled
presentations we had learned that we are constantly oncall. The question is, are we answering the right calls in
our life? We are constantly on-call, 24 hours, seven days
a week. We have these things called cell phones that keep
us connected so that anyone in the world has the power
to call us at any time. In the old days, you would pick up
your phone and answer. Now, with call display and call
waiting, you have the ability to pick and choose. This may
be how we deal with cell phones, but how do we deal with
God's call in our life. The question is, “When God calls
you, what is your answer going to be?” God is pleased
when we say, “Yes, is our answer. What’s your question
going to be?“ God has always been calling in the
scriptures, Adam and Eve hid when God called; Moses
made excuses but eventually followed; Jesus called the
disciples at the Sea of Galilee; Lydia, the seller of purple
cloth, answers the call, then leads and helps develop the
church in Philippi. For most of these people, their answer
was, “Yes”. What will our response be when God calls us?
A lot of times we put God on call-waiting or pretend that
we are not home. We do it all the time to people and so
why not do it to God as well!

I have seen this light sparkle in one of God’s people; my
mother. God had given her a special gemstone, a deep
and abiding faith in and love for Him. She was a woman
of the Word, active in worship, meditation and study. She
absorbed the light of Christ and reflected it back on her
husband and her children. She unabashedly shared the
Gospel with us and worked hard at keeping us all in the
light of Christ.
She shone Gospel light on us not only with her words, but
by her actions. It was reflected in her love and faithfulness.
She worked tirelessly for her family. She was my dad’s
business partner, companion and confidant. She exuded
peace and calm in times of trouble. The Gospel light shone
in her many acts of love, kindness and compassion. She
was able to comfort others because she had received
consolation from God. God had put people in her life in
times of need. God often showed her people who needed
care and compassion and gave her the grace to reach out
to them. That light shone in her capacity to forgive those
who offended her. It shone in the unconditional love that
she showered on her family. The light of Christ was
reflected in the unshakable faith she had in her husband,
children and grandchildren. She was also constant in
encouragement. She always urged us to be the best we
could be. God reflected a great deal of His light through
her.
My mother has gone to be with the Lord, and this year I
will celebrate another Mother’s Day without her. I thank
God for the gemstone of faith He planted in her and for
making her sparkle so brightly. I thank God for giving her
faith in Jesus Christ and the resurrection from the dead.
Because of that faith, she is still one of God’s gemstones,
still reflecting the light of Christ, and still sparkling.

Our concern is what does it mean to say yes? We must
remember that our God supplies the means. The LCMC
Conference used the scripture, 2 Peter 1:3, to support this,
“His divine power has given us everything we need for life
and godliness through our knowledge of him who called
us by his own glory and goodness.” This means that God
will supply our needs when we take the call to task. The
real need today in the modern day church is the, “Call to
Witness.” More than ever we need to equip people to
witness and to know how to defend the Gospel in a
pluralistic society as St. Paul and Lydia did. We need to
study our Bible, so that we can engage in conversations
with others and be prepared with answers for the tough
questions out there. We also have to leave the attitude,
that on Sunday morning we do our own thing for God and
who cares what the rest of the world is doing. We have
to stop being angry at the world as it is changing from its

Something is missing in your life? Want the light of Christ
to shine on you? Do you want to sparkle? Do you want to
thank God for your mother? Come worship with us on
Sunday morning at 9:00AM and 10:30AM. If possible,
bring your Mom.
In Christ,
Pastor Ed
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to be? “Yes is our answer. What’s your question going

Biblical views. Our response should be pity and to avoid
anger. If the world sees us as, "Angry church people," they
will not hear the message we give. To be a witness, we
also need to listen and not arrive at judgment so quickly.
We need to be ready to be present in the turning points
of people’s lives like their mountain top and valley
experiences. These are the times when people are open to
God and to His possibilities. We must remember that 90
percent of people believe in a God, but many do not know
what to do about that. Before Lydia met St. Paul in the
Bible, it says in acts 16:14, that "Lydia was also a worshiper
of God.” Here Lydia just needed to be instructed in the
nature of God in her life and also to know that God had a
plan in her life. These are two key components in our call
to witness in the world.

to be Lord?”

God Bless you as you answer the call!
Pastor David Wunderlich

Congregational Life
Opportunities for Study, service and
Fellowship this SPRING:

Christian Education

1. People desperately need to know that God loves them
and that He is a Redeeming God.
2. People need to know that God has a plan for them.
People also want to know if faith works.

Sunday Morning:

So we need to tell them of our own redeeming story and
also that God’s plan for my life made all the difference. We
should be genuine because the unchurched people want
to know that we are not perfect. When missionaries go to
other cultures they first need to know the language in
order to witness, we also need to know the language of
the unchurched culture and know how to speak to them.
Using words like, “Sacraments or Sanctification,” will not
help in the conversation. We must remember that we are
now witnessing to a culture where many have not ever
walked into a church. We have an important role in this,
remember 75 to 90 percent of people come to church
because of people who witnessed to them and invited
them. Before you have that conversation with others you
need to ask yourself five questions:

Discussion Group
Led by: Pastor Jim Statham
Time: 10:10AM (after 9:00 AM service)
Location: Fireside Room
Topic: The Parables of Jesus

Wednesday Morning:
Ladies Bible Study
Led by: Lilias Statham
Time: 9:30-11:00 AM
Location: Fireside Room
Topic: The Parables
Bible Study/Table Talk
Led by: Pastor Ed Skutshek
Time: 11:00 AM to noon.
Location: Fellowship Hall
Topic: New Topics
Bag luncheon and discussion follows the Bible Study.

1. Who delivered Jesus Christ to me? for example, your
grandmother, a neighbour;
2. What did I do about that? for example, I started
attending church;
3. How did it change me? for example, I realized God’s
plan for my life;
4. What helped me to grow in my faith? for example, I
attended Sunday School;
5. What has faith given me over the years? for example,
peace to handle situations.

Confirmation
Classes will resume in September
Led by: Pastor David Wunderlich

Sunday School
Time: 10:45 AM - Children leave our 10:30 AM worship
service, for Sunday School, after the Children’s Time.
Location: Church Basement
Superintendent: Heidi Vant Geloof 250.764.7544 or
hlvantgeloof@telus.net ***VBS Organization Meeting
– Sunday May 15th after 10:30 Service

When we can answer these questions, with the help of the
Holy Spirit, we can begin to be a witness for the Kingdom
of God. We can start to engage in the conversation with
others. So, when God calls you, what is your answer going
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Community OUTREACH

Service

Kelowna’s Gospel Mission

Rides to Church

251 Leon Ave, Kelowna, BC

Would you be willing to give a ride to one our
parishioners, who lives close to you but is no longer able
to drive to Sunday services or attend other congregational
events? Call Nora Steffenhagen at 778. 478.4117, she will
put you on a roster of drivers and will match you with a
parishioner that lives near you.

The 4th Tuesday of every month a team from Grace
Lutheran goes to the Gospel Mission. They help in the
kitchen with lunch and dinner preparation.
If you are called to help, contact Penny Pfahl at
250.707.0418 or by email: pennymelvin@shaw.ca

Sunday Coffee Fellowship

Youth at Risk

Following our 10:30 AM Sunday worship service all are
invited to our coffee hour. Members and friends of Grace
Lutheran are generally assigned to a group which hosts
coffee fellowship for the Sundays in a given month. Each
group typically serves for two months a year. Our service
groups need extra from time to time (during the summer
and winter when many are away). If you love to serve God
in this way, why not consider signing up as a spare. Service
group leaders could call upon you. Let our church office
know if you are willing 250.769.5685.

Grace Lutheran congregation has committed to preparing
a meal for 50 youth on the 2nd Tuesday of each month.
You can help in many ways:


Make a special donation for the cost of the food used
to make the meal.



Transport the meal from our church to the Boys and
Girls Club facility on Main Street. The meal is served
at 4:30 PM.

Make a dessert or other item for the meal at your home
and bring it to the church on the 2nd Tuesday at noon. If
you want to help call Iris MacKinlay at 778.754.1541 or
Innes Wunderlich at 778.754.3212.

Special Music
We love to include Special Music at our 10:30 AM service
on the second, fourth and fifth Sundays. If you would be
interested in singing a hymn for special music, or playing
an instrumental piece during the offering, please put your
name on the special music sign-up sheet on the bulletin
board and Miriam will be in touch with you.

Okanagan Valley Pregnancy
Care Centre Baby Bottle
Campaign

Praise Band
Praise Band practices on Friday afternoons at 4:00 p.m.
They lead the congregation in song at the 9:00 AM service.
We welcome anyone who has a voice and wants to sing
to the Lord! Please speak to Deni Skutshek 250.862.9098
or the Church Office 250.769.5685 for information.

Grace Choir
Our Grace Choir performs a musical offering during
worship on the first and third Sunday of each month from
September to May. We practice on Thursdays from 7:008:30 PM. We welcome anyone who has a voice and wants
to sing to the Lord! Please speak to Deni Skutshek
250.862.9098 or the Church Office 250.769.5685 for
information.

Baby bottles are available in the narthex. The
campaign will run from Mother’s Day, May 8th
until Father’s Day, June 17th. Please return filled
baby bottles to the church office on or before
Sunday, June 17th, 2016. Thank you for every
baby bottle filled with love, from the Okanagan
Valley Pregnancy Care Centre.

Grace Lutheran Women
Date: Meeting May 12th Fireside Room
Time: 9:30 AM
Place: Fireside Room
The women of Grace Lutheran Church minister to the
congregation in so many ways. They maintain our kitchen
and supply pantry. They minister to grieving families by
offering hospitality. They support local, national and
international missions.
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Fellowship

Annual Stewardship Dinner

Next Ladies’ Breakfast

When:
Starts at:
Admission:
Theme:

Saturday June 4th at the Gatekeeper Restaurant (Holiday
Inn) at 9:00 AM

Next Men’s Breakfast
Saturday May 14th at the Gatekeeper Restaurant (Holiday
Inn) at 8:30 AM

Happiness Group
Luncheon &
Hymn Sing

Saturday May 14th
5:30 PM
By donation

The Mission of Kelowna’s Gospel Mission
Kelowna’s Gospel Mission will feed the hungry, shelter the
homeless and help the hurting. We will provide assistance
to all. We will minister to the whole person, spirit, soul and
body by sharing Jesus with a servant’s heart.

Tuesday June 14 , 2016 at 11:30 AM
“Growing in Grace”
2 Peter 3:18
th

A ministry of Grace Lutheran Church
1162 Hudson Road, West Kelowna, BC, V1Z 1J3
Please RSVP with: Church Office: 250.769.5685 or
Wilma Lechner 250.765.5649

Speaker: Randy Benson, Executive Director

Youth Events
Looking forward to another year of youth activities.
Below are upcoming events for the year. If you have
any questions or want to join in call Pastor David at
the office: 250.769.5685
2016
May 29th 12:00 PM Burgers and Bowling. Youth will
have lunch at Triple O’s followed by 10 Pin Bowling
at McCurdy Lanes in Rutland.
July 1st - Canada Day Parade in Peachland

Kelowna's Gospel Mission is a not-for-profit,
Christian organization that cares for thousands of
hungry, hurting and homeless people faithfully since
1978. They work closely with government,
businesses, community, faith groups, service
providers, residents and the people we serve,
creating solutions for long-term change. They desire
to see lives changed by practically demonstrating
the love of Jesus Christ and meeting each individual's
spiritual, physical, emotional and social needs. They
lead people who are bent, bruised and broken to
wholeness and successful living. Pastor Benson will
speak the Mission and its programs. We will also
hear a testimonial from a client of Gospel Mission.
Mark your calendars!!

CALC President’s
Travel Itinerary
May 28-29 Pastor Ed participates in the 25th Anniversary
of Vancouver Chinese Lutheran Church, of Burnaby, BC.
June 4-5 Pastor Ed participates in Consecration Sunday at
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church in Cochrane, AB.
July 16 Pastor Ed participates in Cluster Meeting of
Vancouver area congregations.
July 30-31 Pastor Ed attends Mt. Calvary Lutheran
Church’s 60th Anniversary.
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Special Events at Grace
During April
Secret Sisters Luncheon: On Saturday April 2nd more
than 20 of our ladies met for their annual Secret Sisters
pot luck luncheon. If you are not familiar with the Secret
Sister program, it works like this: Ladies in a group each
write their names on a slip of paper. The slips are put in a
bowl. Each lady draws a slip of paper which reveals the
name of another lady in the group. The name that appears
on the slip of paper becomes the “Secret Sister in Christ”
of the lady who drew the name. For the next year each
woman prays for her Secret Sister in Christ. She may also
give her Secret Sister in Christ anonymous cards and gifts.
In 2017, the identities of this year’s Secret Sisters in Christ
will be revealed at the spring luncheon.

MULLY CHILDREN’S FAMILY CANADA is a registered
Canadian charity, committed to supporting the rescue and
rehabilitation programs of Mully Children’s Family in
Kenya. Their mission, with God’s help, is to change Africa,
one child at a time.
Their partner in this work is Mully Children’s Family in
Kenya (MCF) which was founded in 1989 by Dr. Charles
Mully. Since then, Charles and his wife Esther have rescued
over 10,000 abandoned and abused children from the
streets and slums of Kenya.
Currently, they are caring for more than 2,500 children in
6 different MCF locations. With Canada’s help, Mully
Children’s Family has grown to be one of the largest
children’s rescue, rehabilitation and development
organizations in Kenya and greater Africa. Visit their
website at: http://mcfcanada.org/.

Slind Africa Mission Special Presentation. On Sunday
April 24th, during the 10:30 AM Service, Ann Slind gave a
lovely presentation on the mission and ministry of Ann and
Lawrence Slind in The Gambia in Africa. If you missed the
presentation or would like to see it again, please follow this
link: https://vimeo.com/164018770.
Our youth participated in the service as acolytes, lectors,
ushers and led prayers. The youth helped with an amazing
hotdog lunch following worship. The youth then had fun
playing laser tag with the pastors at Safari Ridge located
just down the highway from our church.

The choir will be performing at Grace Lutheran Church
in the Sanctuary on Thursday May 19th at 11:00 AM.
Please come out and bring a friend. The children will be
having lunch here at Grace Lutheran. Volunteers are
cooking special food for them.
The choir will be performing on Friday May 20th
outdoors at Stuart Park located at 1414 Water Street
(across from City Hall) and on the lakefront from 6:30
to 8:30 PM. The children will be having supper here at
Grace Lutheran at 9:00 PM. Volunteers are cooking special
food for them.

6

talking about gold panning, fishing or the latest
hockey or football game. Alf instilled in all of us an
appreciation of the outdoors whether we were
looking up into the night sky counting satellites,
watching for meteors and the space station or
fishing at the lakes and campsites around
Saskatchewan and BC. We would like to thank Dr.
Mike Banwell and all of the doctors, nurses and
health care professionals who helped make Alf’s life
a little easier as he battled cancer. A special
appreciation to the drivers from the Freemason
Volunteer
Driver
Program
who
provided
transportation to the cancer clinic at Kelowna
General Hospital throughout Alf’s treatments.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to:
the Central Okanagan Hospice Association
http://www.hospicecoha.org/donate-coha; to the BC
Cancer Foundation, Kelowna, BC or to a charity of
your choice.

In Loving Memory

Alfred Bernard Schmidt
May 5, 1932 – April 22, 2016

COMPASSION CORNER

Alfred Bernard Schmidt of West Kelowna, B.C. passed
away on Friday, April 22, 2016 at the age of 83 years
after a long and courageous battle with cancer.
Alfred was born on May 5, 1932 in Weyburn, Sask.,
the second of eight children born to Bernard and
Wanda Schmidt. He leaves to mourn Fran, his loving
wife of 62 years; children Karen (Andrew) Hill; Judy
(Rob) Goeres; Linda (Brent) Wadsworth; Bill
(Darlene); grandchildren Brent, Mitchell, Ian, Leah,
Alex; brother Gene (Thelma), sister Betty; sisters-inlaw Colleen Heebner, Marlene (Reg) Williamson, and
Susan Schmidt. He was pre-deceased by his parents
Bernard and Wanda; siblings Edith, Gertrude,
Werner, Lucien and Eric. Throughout his life, Alf did
a variety of jobs, from being a General Motors part
manager to being a firefighter for Weyburn and
eventually to owning his shop where he sharpened
saws and repaired small motors. He had a great love
of music and played in both the school dance band
and the Jaycees Band for 13 years. When he retired
to Kelowna, it wasn’t very long before he began
repairing lawnmowers and other small motors in his
garage for the community in Lakeview Heights. He
loved it when customers would pull into the
driveway and “shoot the breeze” on any subject. Alf
enjoyed visiting with his family, whether we were
asking him questions about how to repair things, or

It is with deep sadness that we
announce the passing of our
friend, Gloria Szabo, on Monday,
April 25th, 2016. We remember in
our prayers her husband, Jim.
Gloria’s Celebration of Life will be
held at Grace on Saturday, May 7th, at 2:00PM. We
lift up all the families of those who have recently
gone to be with the Lord, including the Schmidt,
Klingbeil-Anderson and Slind families; those in need
of prayer at home including Ella Balija, Clayton Hack,
Dixie Schoepp, Gertraude Kreissig, Bruce Poirier,
Krystian Poirier, Eric Godlien (Karl Broz’s friend),
Gerald Schuler, baby Ewen Wilson, Mary Toth,
Lorraine Wentland, Diane Hamilton, Annamarie
Mayer, Marian Ruff, Ferne Sather, Sharon Sowles
(Diane Hamilton’s sister), Dean Rigsby (Deni
Skutshek’s step-brother), Pastor Horst Gutsche,
Helene Hack, Arline Nikolaj and Tema Fenson. Praise
the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles,
so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the
comfort we ourselves receive from God. (2 Corinthians
1:3b-4)
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