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Pentecost Edition

Pentecost
Tongues of Fire
On Sunday May 24th, we will celebrate the festival of
Pentecost, often referred to as, “the Church’s birthday.”
The word Pentecost means the fiftieth day. It was a
popular Greek name for a Jewish festival that was
celebrated on the fiftieth day after Passover. Some 2,000
years ago, in obedience to the Law of Moses, the Apostles
came to Jerusalem to celebrate Pentecost. The Book of
Acts records:
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When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together
in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a
violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house
where they were sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to be
tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each
of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and
began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled
them. (Acts 2:1-4)
God gave all those present a miraculous sign, tongues of
fire that rested on the Apostles’ heads and did not burn
them. The tongues of fire had a specific purpose. They
pointed the people assembled there to the 3rd Chapter of
the Book of Exodus, when God spoke to Moses from the
middle of a bush that burned, yet was not consumed.

Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-inlaw, the priest of Midian, and he led the flock to the far
side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain
of God. 2 There the angel of the Lord appeared to him
in flames of fire from within a bush. Moses saw that
though the bush was on fire it did not burn up. 3 So
Moses thought, “I will go over and see this strange sight—
why the bush does not burn up.” 4 When the Lord saw that
he had gone over to look, God called to him from within
the bush, “Moses! Moses!” And Moses said, “Here I am.”
(Exodus 3:1-4)
Fire is a gift from God. It gives heat and light. The sun and
the flames of fire were the only source of light for the
Israelite people. Fire can purify, it burns up impurities in
metals. Fire is destructive, at the right temperature, fire

can burn up or melt most everything. The Holy Spirit
inspired Moses to describe God as a consuming fire.

We believe, trust and confess that Jesus of Nazareth was
the incarnate Son of God, truly human and truly divine. His
divine nature, the consuming divine fire, did not destroy
His human nature; rather, His divinity and humanity coexisted indivisible.

“To the Israelites the glory of the Lord looked like a
consuming fire on top of the mountain.” (Exodus 24:17)
For the Lord your God is a consuming fire, a jealous God .
(Deuteronomy 4:24)

We believe, trust and confess that God imputed or put our
sins upon Jesus and like a consuming fire unleashed his
burning wrath on Jesus. We believe trust and confess that
Jesus suffered and died for our sin and rose again. On the
first Easter Sunday Jesus appeared to the Disciples. He
that was once dead was alive. He had endured the flames
of death, yet he lives.

But be assured today that the Lord your God is the one
who goes across ahead of you like a devouring fire. He will
destroy them [Israel’s enemies]; he will subdue them
before you. And you will drive them out and annihilate
them quickly, as the Lord has promised you.
(Deuteronomy 9:3)

On the very first Pentecost Sunday the flames that came
to rest on the Apostles’ heads declared that the God of
the burning bush, the all-consuming fire, was in them and
did not consume them. The Apostles declared that the
flames did not consume them because of their faith and
trust in the incarnation, death and resurrection of Jesus
Christ. The Apostles stood for the whole Christian Church
on earth. The flames on the Apostles declared to the
whole Christian Church that God the Father, Son and Holy
Spirit, the all-consuming fire, dwells within us and yet does
not consume us and will guide us. “And surely I am with
you always, to the very end of the age.” (Matthew 28:19)

The heat released from fire points to God’s strength and
anger. The heat that is generated by fire can be so intense
that it is impossible to stand before it. God is pure and
holy and cannot abide sin and its consequences. God
burns with anger at sin and imperfection. The fire’s intense
heat declares sinful human beings cannot stand before a
holy God, they will be consumed. However, in Exodus 3,
the fire that raged that day did not consume the bush. By
this sign, God wanted Moses to believe that He, the
consuming fire, would be with Moses and His Chosen
People, to help him and not destroy him.
The flames produced by the fire declare that God is light.
By the words that come from His lips, God sheds light and
illuminates a path into the future. God spoke these words
to Moses from within the flames:

In Christ
Pastor Ed

Pastor David’s Message

“I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I
have heard them crying out because of their slave drivers,
and I am concerned about their suffering. 8So I have come
down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and
to bring them up out of that land into a good and
spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey—the
home of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites,
Hivites and Jebusites. 9And now the cry of the Israelites
has reached me, and I have seen the way the Egyptians
are oppressing them. 10So now, go. I am sending you to
Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt.”
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The Shepherd's Voice

There are two
understandings
when it comes to
the creation of
the universe. We
have one group
and who believes
that the universe
unfolded without
any
divine
intervention, and
other
group
believes
that
divine
intervention is the only way that creation is possible.
Being a pastor, you would guess that I would be in the
camp of divine intervention. As a Christian and a believer,
we in the Christian church take it a step further. We
believe not only in a Creator, but one who believes that
there is a divinity who knows us by name, who
understands our weaknesses and strengths, and who
knows our paths if they are constructive or destructive.

(Exodus 3:7-10)
God chose Moses to be his instrument and representative
in the exodus from Egypt to the Promised Land. Like a
consuming fire God unleashed the ten plagues in order to
judge and convince the Egyptians to release His people;
yet not one of the plagues harmed or touched God’s
Chosen People. When the Chosen People left Egypt, God
led them by a pillar of fire at night and by the cloud
during, yet they were not harmed. God led a remnant of
the Chosen People into the Promised Land. The burning
bush that was not consumed pointed to the future, to the
coming of the Messiah, the coming of Jesus, in His
incarnation and resurrection and Pentecost.
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We have an amazing God who knows us, who gives us
freedom of will to determine for ourselves whether to seek
His will or not. At this point of the article we ask the
question, do we acknowledge and know that Great
Shepherd of the cosmos? Do we recognize this Divine
Creator, the one who has made billions of stars? Do we
acknowledge that we are on His radar?

pastors and pastors who need to spend more time with
the Shepherd to reboot in the Holy Spirit.
Now, more than ever, we need to ask some fundamental
questions. Do you know who you truly follow? Are you
at peace with your life? Are you being challenged to be
a better person? Does your faith provide you a way to
give back? Does your life have meaning? Do you have
a sense of purpose? Do you know what your future will be
when you take your last breath on this earth? Think
carefully when you ask these profound questions. You
want the answers to be the right ones. If you are not sure,
you need to take the chance and get to know the Great
Shepherd, what do you have to lose? He is calling you.
Really He is! Do you hear his voice? So, I close with a
scripture passage. This passage shows of our Creator's
compassion for you, especially if you feel a little lost in this
confusing world.

When we follow His voice we have a God who is inclined
to usher and help us. In our world, we can fall victim to
hear other voices that may entice us away from the Good
Shepherd. As Christians we know the voice of God by
studying the Bible. When we know the Word we can
recognize His voice. Often we perceive people in
conversations proclaiming that they know the mind of
God. They feel that their feelings about events and issues
of the day must concur with God's feelings. The amusing
thing is, do they know what God's feelings are? An
honorable person would check out God's Word first. If we
know the Word we know the Shepherd's voice. When we
know the Shepherd's voice we can follow the path that He
calls us to. It is then we know our purpose in life.

Then Jesus told them this parable: “Suppose one of you
has a hundred sheep and loses one of them. Doesn’t he
leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the
lost sheep until he finds it? And when he finds it, he
joyfully puts it on his shoulders and goes home. Then he
calls his friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice
with me; I have found my lost sheep.’ I tell you that in the
same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one
sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous
persons who do not need to repent. Luke 15:3-7 NIV

When my uncle was a shepherd in Germany his sheep
would always respond to his voice. They would not
respond to anyone else. I would try to call upon them, but
they only knew my uncle's voice. I am always amazed to
hear stories about shepherds calling upon their flocks.
Stories about how sheep would hear the shepherd's voice
and separate themselves from other sheep and regroup
with the flock and shepherd. I understand that a sheep
will follow the shepherd's voice, however if they are sick
they may follow any voice.
We sometimes can be
spiritually sick and we might be weak in our resolve to
know at times if we are following the right path. In this
day of age, one can be so deceived in a world that has
many voices of direction. So, we need to ask who is our
Good Shepherd? Jesus says: “I am the good shepherd; I
know my sheep, and my sheep know me.” John 10:14 NIV
Let’s face it, we need guidance in our life and out of all
creation, humans are in the most need of shepherding. In
all of God's creation we, as humans, take the longest to
raise our children. Even when we think we are all grown
up and have left the nest, we still do not have it all
together. We need direction in this complex life. We need
a sense of purpose and worth in a world that is constantly
devaluing us. With all the advances in our world, these
advances still do not provide meaning for our lives.

In Christ,

Pastor David Wunderlich

Pastor Ed’s Message
The King and I
There once was a wise and
righteous king who ruled his
people with justice and
integrity. The people loved
their king so much that they
emulated his integrity and
honesty. In this wise king’s
land everyone obeyed the
commandment not to steal.
However, one day valuable things began to disappear in
the palace and homes throughout the kingdom’s capital
city. At first the people thought they had misplaced the
valuable objects. However, it soon became clear that a
thief was at work in the kingdom. The king became
distraught. He called his people together.

In this world people may say to you that any spiritual
direction is good, it is all the same. That is the worst
advice you can receive. It is like saying go to any car
mechanic if you have a problem.
We have good
mechanics and mechanics who we need to avoid. It is like
this in every profession. Even in the church we have good

The king addressed his people: “I know a thief is at work
in our land. This must stop! If the guilty party returns the
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stolen property, confesses guilt, begs for forgiveness and
endures ten lashes from a whip, all will be forgiven and
forgotten.” Silence followed.

God’s suffering servant, would be pierced for their
transgressions and wounded for their sins. He would be a
sin offering for many. (Isaiah 52:13-53:12). When Jesus
appeared to his disciples he said, “Peace be with you.”
With these words Jesus forgave the disciples that night.
Like the king embraced his mother, Jesus embraced each
of his disciples and proved to them that he had taken their
punishment for them. Once again he pronounced peace
on his disciples and empowered them and the church
their witness would produce, to speak words of
forgiveness in Jesus name. Whenever Jesus is proclaimed
as Christ, Messiah, and Son of God, incarnate in human
form, who suffered and died for our sins and was
resurrected on the third day; all those who earnestly
repent and truly believe this message are embraced by
Jesus and granted the forgiveness of their sins. Jesus
promised them even more. Jesus promised to prepare a
place in heaven for all he redeems: “I will come back and

The next day the king assembled the people again. He
addressed his people: “A thief is among us. If you return
the goods, repent, ask for forgiveness and endure twenty
lashes from a whip all will be forgiven.” The silence that
followed was deafening. Each day, for three more days,
the king assembled his people, challenged the thief to
return the goods, repent, ask forgiveness and endure first
thirty, then forty and finally fifty lashes. Silence followed
each of the three challenges.
Sometime after the fifth assembly, evidence was
discovered which proved the identity of the thief beyond
a shadow of a doubt. The evidence pointed to the king’s
own mother. The items of stolen property were recovered
from her quarters and returned to their rightful owners.
The thief had to pay the consequences. The king had to
order his own mother whipped. He had issued an edict
and it had be carried out. If he failed to punish his mother
he could no longer be called a just and righteous king who
lived by and administered his rule of law.

take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.”
(John 14:3) Jesus promised that in their last hour, when

they breathed their last, he would be there one more time.
Like the king embraced his mother, Jesus promised to
embrace his disciples once more and take them home to
be with him.

The next day the king assembled his people. He had his
mother tied to the whipping post. Her back was laid bare
in order to receive the lashes. The king knew his torturer
would hesitate and may even refuse to inflict the
punishment. So the king stood right beside his torturer.
“Administer the punishment,” the king cried out. The
torturer swung the whip back in preparation for the first
strike. Just as he readied himself for the first blow, the king
cried out: “stop!” He took off his robes, went to his mother
hugged her, and thereby exposed his back to the torturer.
“Administer the punishment,” the king shouted. The king
took his mother’s punishment.

Do you feel guilty? Are you haunted by mistakes and sins
of the past, paralyzed by your present troubles and afraid
of the future? Jesus most passionate desire is to embrace
you and take the punishment for the past and the present,
and to walk into the future with you. Come worship with
us and embrace His Gospel and He will embrace you! We
meet for worship on Sundays at 9:00AM for
Contemporary Service and 10:30AM for Traditional
Service, and our children spend time with God at Sunday
School, held during the 10:30AM service. Celebrate
Mother’s Day by bringing your mother out to church.
Everyone is welcome at Grace Lutheran Church!

Beautiful story isn’t it? But it is not a story. At Easter we
witness this story take on flesh. On the first Easter evening,
Jesus came to his disciples. They were assembled in a
locked room. They were afraid of the Jewish authorities,
and convinced the authorities would do to them what
they had done to Jesus. They had denied and turned their
back on Jesus. They promised to fight for him; however,
when push came to shove, Peter denied knowing Jesus
three times and the others ran away. Not only had they
disowned and deserted Jesus, they refused to believe in
the resurrection when Mary confronted them with the
good news. They rightly deserved punishment, just like
the king’s mother.

In Christ
Pastor Ed Skutshek

Easter Weekend @ Grace
Maundy Thursday - April 2nd: 53
attended our 7:30 PM service. The
Gospel text was John 13:1-17, 34-35
the account of Jesus washing his
disciples’ feet. At the conclusion of
the service the altar area was
stripped of all paraments, linens,
banners, books and candles in
preparation for the Good Friday
service. The stripping of the altar area points to the
humiliation of Jesus as they took his clothes. A black cloth
is draped on the cross. The cloth points us to the sacrifice

However, Jesus appeared to them, not to punish them but
to save them. Jesus showed them the holes in his hands
and feet the nails had left and the gash in his side. The
prophet Isaiah promised the disciples that the Messiah,
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Jesus made on the cross for us and for our salvation. Grace
choir provided special music.
Good Friday- April 3rd: 94 attended our 10:30 AM service.
Psalm 22, Isaiah 52:13-53:12 and Matthew’s account of
the crucifixion were read.
Grace choir and Miriam
Shopland-Keith provided special music.

COMPASSION CORNER
Remembering: We remember
in our prayers the families of
those who have gone on to be
with the Lord including, the
Puder, Gering, Lees, PetersBaumer, Scholz, and Madsen
families, and Ernie & Karen
Arend.

Easter Sunday: - April 5th: A record crowd of 85 came
out for the 8:00 AM service at Bear Creek Provincial Park.
The sunshine was glorious, however, the wind over the
lake was chilly. About a dozen campers from the adjoining
campground joined us for the service and shared in Holy
Communion with us. A breakfast consisting of buns and
Easter eggs was enjoyed by all. Coffee and hot chocolate
supplied by Tim Horton’s warmed us up.

Interceding: Pray for those
who are in hospital, receiving
treatment, convalescing or shut in: Victoria Napora,
Walter Semeniuk, Norma Hertel (Paul’s mother), Mel
Pfahl, Kurt Tartsch and Diane Hamilton, Cindy Cressman,
Annemarie Mayer, Arline Nikolaj, Paul Skutshek, Tema
Fenson, Charlene Klingbeil-Anderson, George Osness,
Lawrence Slind and Mary Toth. LORD, you know the
hopes of the helpless. Surely you will hear their cries and
comfort them. Psalm 10:17

Our traditional service was attended by 214. Both
Sacraments were celebrated at our 10:30 AM service. The
following received the Sacrament of Holy Baptism: Austin
and Brittain Terris, infant twin grandsons of Paul & Rosi
Hertel, Karter Lange, infant son of Kelly & Christa Lange,
and Julianna Flexhaug, age 7 and a member of our Sunday
School and daughter of Lee-Ann & Justin Flexhaug.

Building
Grounds

&

2015 BABY BOTTLE BRIGADE
On Mother’s Day ♥ May 10
thousands of incredibly kind and crazy generous
families like yours will pick up a light-weight
baby bottle at church and return it on
Father’s Day ♫ June 21
heavy with spare change
(bills & cheques too!)

Saturday April 11th about
30 showed up for our
annual Church Spring
Cleanup Day facilitated by
our Building and Grounds
Committee.
Our goal was to spring
clean our kitchen, wash our
windows inside and outside, clean our Narthex and
Fireside Room, trim landscaping, and tidy up the sheds
and garage. We are pleased to announce that our goals
were achieved! A pizza lunch provided by Mr. Mozzarella
and treats provided by Tim Horton’s were enjoyed by all.

So that
every distressed pregnant woman
who comes for support
to the Okanagan Valley Pregnancy Care Centre
will find help and hope to listen to her heart
and love her child to life

Our Building and Grounds Committee want to sincerely
thank all who came out to help with our Spring Cleanup.
It was the outstanding turnout that insured all the jobs
were done! God richly blessed the afternoon. It was truly
a time of fellowship and fun as we worked together to
spring clean God’s house at 1162 Hudson Road.

Miracles happen here
because great-hearts do what they
can do with what they have.
Thank you for trusting in the power
of love.

Our Building and Grounds Committee has developed a list
of items of maintenance and upkeep. The list can be found
in the Narthex. If you feel called to help with these items
contact Tim Hartness (250) 768-9890.
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Congregational Life

Attention All Ladies

Opportunities to serve and study this
Spring season:

Wednesdays 9:30-11:00 AM – Fireside Room

Eight Week Study
“Lessons for Today from
Women of the Bible”

Happiness Group
Luncheon
& Hymn sing

Study Leader: Lilias Statham (250) 767-0153

Mid-week Bible Study
Revelation

Tuesday June 16, 2015
11:30 AM

Wednesdays 11:00 AM to Noon.

Come celebrate
the True Vine with us!

May Classes: 6, 13, 20 & 27
This year we are studying the Book of Revelation. We are using
William Hendriksen’s book entitled “More Than Conquerors:
An Interpretation of the Book of Revelation.”

“I am the vine and you are the branches”
John 15:5

A ministry of
Grace Lutheran Church
1162 Hudson Road,
West Kelowna, BC, V1Z 1J3
Please RSVP with: Church Office: (250) 769-5685 or
Wilma Lechner (250) 765-5649
Website: www.gracelutherankelowna.com

Bring a bag lunch with you. Around noon, we begin “Table
Talk.” We enjoy our bag lunches and discuss what we have
learned in the Bible Study, other topics of interest and just
enjoy fellowship with one another.

Youth at Risk
Grace Lutheran congregation has committed to preparing a
meal for 50 youth on the 2nd Tuesday of each month. You can
help in many ways:


Make a special donation for the cost of the food used to
make the meal.



Come out to the church the 2nd Tuesday of the month at
noon and help prepare the meal.



Transport the meal from our church to the Boys and Girls
Club facility on Main Street. The meal is served at 4:30 PM.

Make a dessert or other item for the meal at your home and
bring it to the church on the 2nd Tuesday at noon.

CPR “A” Course at Grace Lutheran Church
Saturday May 23, 2015
10:00 AM to 4:00 PM
Cost $39.00
The course is now full. If you are interested, please put
your name on the waiting list at (250) 769-5685. We
may offer another course if enough interest is shown.

If you want to help call Iris MacKinlay at 778-754-1541.

GLW Meeting
Grace Lutheran Women will meet Thursday
May 14th, in the Fireside Room at 9:30 AM.

Kelowna’s Gospel Mission

ladies’ BreaKfast

251 Leon Ave, Kelowna, BC

Ladies Breakfast Saturday May 2nd at the
Gatekeeper Restaurant at 9:00 AM.

The 4th Tuesday of every month a team from Grace
Lutheran goes to the Gospel Mission. They help in
the kitchen with lunch and dinner preparation.

Men’s Breakfast

If you are called to help contact Penny Pfahl @
250.707.0418 or by email: pennymelvin@shaw.ca

Next Men’s Breakfast Saturday May 9th at
the Gatekeeper Restaurant at 8:30 AM.
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In Memory of My Sister

youth event w/pastor david
Sunday May 31st, after the 10:30
service –

Danica (Daniela) Kocjancic

Zip Line!!!!!!

January 21, 1935-April 23, 2015

by Marie Gering

Keep your calendar free for this event. Talk to
Pastor David for more information.

A few months ago I said
goodbye to my sister,
and that moment still
repeats inside my head.
It fills my heart with pain
to be apart from her.
My final words
I
whispered quietly in her
ear were, “I love you,”

Special Music
We love to include Special Music at our 10:30 AM service
on the 2nd, 4th and 5th Sunday of each month. If you would
be interested in singing a hymn for special music or
playing an instrumental piece during the offering please
put your name on the special music sign-up sheet on the
bulletin board and Pastor Ed will be in touch with you.

but I don’t know if she heard me.
It isn’t about final words that were said, or not, it is about
the love expressed that not even death has broken. When
you took your last breath, I wasn’t there to hold your hand.
I know we have to part for now, but our paths will cross
again. I know we will see each other someday, and then
forever be together. I just don’t know when. I miss you.

PRAISE BAND
Praise Band practices on Friday afternoons at 4:00 p.m.
They lead the congregation in song at the 9:00 AM service. We
welcome anyone who has a voice and wants to sing to the
Lord! Please speak to Deni Skutshek 250.862.9098 or the
Church Office 250.769.5685 for information.

From your sister,

Marica (Marie)

Grace Choir
Grace Choir practices on Thursdays at 7:00PM. Deni Skutshek
is our choir director, and Melodie Petersen is our accompanist.

A Letter From the Evangelical
Fellowship of Canada (EFC)

Our Grace Choir performs a musical offering on the 1st & 3rd
Sundays of each month, and during the Christmas and Easter
seasons. We welcome anyone who has a voice and wants to
sing to the Lord!

A law school that doesn’t exist has already been
blacklisted by the law societies of Nova Scotia, Ontario
and British Columbia. Each has voted to bar its graduates
from practicing law in their province.

Please speak to Deni Skutshek 250.862.9098 or the Church
Office 250.769.5685 for information.
We hope to see you on Thursday!

Its not because the proposed law school fails to meet the
rigorous academic requirements. In fact, the Canadian
Federation of Law Societies has already approved the law
school.

CalC president’s itinerary
April 14-17. Pastor Ed represented CALC at the Canadian
Rockies Theological Conference in Canmore, Alberta.
April 17-19. Pastor Ed led the fourth cluster meeting in the
development of CALC’s 10-year Plan at Immanuel Lutheran
Church, in Stoney Plain, Alberta.
April 24-26. Pastor Ed led the fifth cluster meeting in the
development of CALC’s 10-year Plan in Saskatchewan.
May 2-3. Pastor Ed will lead the sixth cluster meeting in the
development of CALC’s 10-year Plan at Mount Calvary Lutheran
Church in Mission, BC. Pastor Ed will preach at Mt. Calvary on
Sunday morning and will install Pastor Manfred Schmidt as the
Pastor of Martin Luther Evangelical Lutheran Church at 2:30
PM.
May 15-17. Pastor Ed will lead the seventh cluster meeting in
the development of CALC’s 10-year Plan at Christ Lutheran
Church in Morden, Manitoba.

And its not because the university requires its students to
adhere to a code of conduct that includes abstinence from
pornography, alcohol, stealing and plagiarizing while they
are enrolled there. In fact, all universities impose
standards of behavior on their students—standards that
reflect the ethos and traditions of each institution of
higher learning.
Their objections are rooted in the fact that the proposed
law school is being established by a private Christian
university whose code of conduct is based on a Christian
ethos that reflects its high regard for biblical authority.
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They argue, baselessly, that students who voluntarily
choose to live by God’s standard of morality must be
incapable of practicing law according the profession’s
own code of conduct because they have been corrupted
by their religious point of view (where “religious” is
equated with “archaic,” “flawed,” “aberrant,” and
“intolerant”).

based setting). In a post-Christian, secular Canada,
discrimination is no longer deemed to be discrimination
when it is leveled against Christians.

I will show my faith by my deeds. James 2:18
But the Evangelical Fellowship of Canada (EFC) believes
this is wrong. We must fight for our right to not just to be
Christians, but to be able to act according to our faith
without fear of hindrance and reprisal. When the
university took its case to the Supreme Court of N.S., the
EFC was there as an intervener to defend our
Constitutional right to freedom of religion. (For more on
the Trinity Western University case, please visit
www.theEFC.ca/TWUlaw). When the Court decided in
favor of the school in January 2015, it was a victory for
religious freedom. The Hon. Justice J. Campbell wrote:
“Learning in an environment with people who promise to
comply with a code is a religious practice and an
expression of religious faith….Requiring a person to give
up that right in order to get his or her professional
education is an infringement on religious freedom.”

They are demanding that the university reject its Christian
stance as it applies to sexual immorality and that it stop
requiring its students to abstain from “sexual intimacy that
violates the sacredness of marriage between a man and a
woman.” And this is really the heart of the issue. They are
offended because the school does not condone
homosexual behavior, and this, they argue, discriminates
against members of the GLBT (lesbian, gay, bisexual
transgender) community who may feel dissuaded from
studying there.
No matter that the university has a reputation for
academic excellence; that the school is well within its
rights as a faith-based institution to define marriage and
sexual morality according to its strong held beliefs and
within its own community; that the university has never
violated any human rights law; and that the school has
historically accepted non-Christian and LGBT and that
they had freely chosen to abide by the school’s code of
ethics.

But the battle continues. The law society of Nova Scotia
has appealed the Court’s decision. The EFC will also be an
intervener when the case is heard in Ontario this June. As
well, we are applying for intervener in B.C., when the case
will be heard later this year.
At no time in EFC’s fifty year history have we been so
active in our various spheres of influence. As you may
already know, we had intervened in three separate cases
at the Supreme Court of Canada since January of 2014.
We don’t plan on slowing down. But we can’t do it without
your financial help. We have dipped frequently and deeply
into our financial resources this past year. As we near our
fiscal year end, I humbly ask that you prayerfully consider
a special gift at this time to help us replenish our well
spent resources so we don’t lose our momentum going
forward. And may God use your gift to bless us all, for His
glory!

No matter. Because the school’s traditional view of
heterosexual marriage and sexual morality is a personal
affront on those who hold the majority, relativistic view on
such matters, resulting in unreasonable charges of
intolerance and discrimination being leveled against it. As
such, potential graduates are already deemed unfit to
practice law and will be denied admission into law
societies simply because they have chosen to exercise
their personal beliefs while studying at a Christian
university.
Why not stop at graduates of Christian law schools? Why
not exclude any Christian from practicing law?

Sincerely, Bruce Clemenger, President.

And why stop at Christian lawyers? By extension, Jews,
Muslims, Sikhs and anyone else who has a traditional view
of marriage would be barred as well.

Evangelical Fellowship of Canada
Box 5885 West Beaver Creek Post Office,
Richmond Hill, Ontario, L4B 0B8.

And why stop at the law profession? It’s conceivable that
any self-regulating body (e.g. teachers, nurses, doctors,
social workers, etc.) could deny certification to otherwise
qualified candidates, solely on the basis of their faithbased view of sexual relationships.

Telephone: 905-479-5885 Fax: 905-479-4742
Email: efc@theefc.ca website: www.evangelicalfellowship.ca

The sad reality is, most Canadians believe that it’s more
acceptable to ask Christians to act in opposition to their
deeply held beliefs than it is to ask a homosexual to act in
opposition to theirs (even when it’s within a private faith-
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