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Before you can answer this question, you should review
and understand what Pentecost really means. In the
church, we have defined this term at times as a noun.
Here, Pentecost is referred to a certain time and certain
place that happened long ago in the Bible. We need to
define Pentecost as more than that. The word, Pentecost,
refers to a number. Pentecost is taken from the Greek
word Pentecostes, which actually means, “Fiftieth Day”.
To understand further, we have to go back to the time of
the first Passover for Moses and his people. In the first
Passover, God saves his people and frees them from
Egypt, Moses then takes them on a journey for fifty days
to Mount Sinai, and it is here they received the ten
commandments. This day in the Jewish calendar is known
as the feast of Pentecost. It is this feast where they
celebrate God giving them the law. In the Christian
calendar, we have replaced the Jewish Passover with Jesus
who is the new Passover Lamb. It is Jesus who saves His
people from death and the bondage of sin. Fifty Days
later after the first Passover of Jesus, the Holy Spirit comes,
as Jesus said it would. This gift to us fulfills the new church
with power and direction. Christians call this day, The Day
of Pentecost, and we celebrate it every year in our church
calendar.
Now that we understand the term Pentecost and where
its origins come from, what does this mean for us in our
daily walk with Christ? Can we say that we are Pentecostal?
We have no problem saying that we are, "Christmas
people." We have no problem saying that we are, “Easter
people", or “Epiphany people". If we can do that then we
can certainly say we are, “Pentecostal people.” We must
remember that Pentecost is the longest season in our
liturgical calendar year.
Maybe a better word for us
instead of Pentecost would be people of the Holy Spirit.
It is the Holy Spirit that should get the credit for this one.
It is the Holy Spirit that guides our church, it is the Holy
Spirit that grows the church, and it is the Holy Spirit that
makes the church come alive. Without the Holy Spirit,
Pentecost would not exist. How do we know that we are

Holy Spirit people? To help us, we should read Luther’s
amazing explanation of Pentecost in his sermon from
1523 on Pentecost Sunday. This is the best explanation of
what it means to live in the Holy Spirit and in the season
of Pentecost.

Pastor Ed’s Message
The Dot

Published in the Kelowna Capital News

Once upon a time a professor gave his students a popquiz. They all cried out: “This is unfair!…..We are not
prepared!….We need time to study.” The professor passed
out the quiz papers face down. When they turned the
page over they found it was blank except for one black
dot at the center. The professor instructed his students to
write about what they saw on the page. The professor
read each student’s answer aloud. Without exception,
each response tried to explain why the dot was in the
center of the page.

Luther writes,
“Holy Spirit falls from heaven and fills all the company
assembled together, manifesting itself upon them in
cloven and fiery tongues, causing them to preach boldly
and with a power they had not before, so that all the
people were pricked in their hearts and marveled. The
Holy Spirit streams into the heart and makes a new man,
one who now loves God and gladly does his will. Such is
the Holy Spirit himself, or rather the work he does in the
heart. He writes in fiery flame on the heart and makes it
alive, causing it to find expression in fiery tongue and
active hand; a new man is made, who is conscious of a
reason, heart and mind unlike he formerly had. Everything
is now alive: he has a live reason; he has light and courage
and a heart which burns with love and delights in
whatever pleases God. This is the real difference between
the written and the spiritual laws of God; and such is the
work of the Holy Spirit.”

The professor made the following reflections on their
responses. Their answers focused solely on the dot. He
called his students to see that dot at the center of the
page mirrors our lives. The dot, he explained, stands for
the challenges we all face: health concerns, employment
issues, and the complications and disappointments we
experience in relationships with family and friends. We
seem to naturally focus on the problems and challenges
in our lives. He argued that when we focus on problems,
our minds are polluted and we become blind to a reality.
We miss the blank part of the page. When we focus on
the blank parts of the page we see that the problems we
face, the dark spots, are very small when compared to all
the blessings we have in our lives. He admonished his
class to: “Take your eyes away from the black dots of your
life. Enjoy each one of your blessings each moment that
life gives you. Be happy and live a life full of love.”

If this describes your faith, then you are on fire for the Lord
and God bless you for it. I hope and pray that the Holy
Spirit streams into your heart today and renews you and
makes you feel alive in your faith. May we boldly speak
about Jesus then, as we have never done before.
May the Holy Spirit be ever more present in your life
today.
Pastor David E. Wunderlich

The professor is right; we do tend to focus on our
problems. When our problems become the focus of our
thoughts, we certainly do become blind to our blessings
and possibilities. It is also true that when we focus on our
problems, it is impossible to experience happiness in life
and to be able to effectively reach out to others.
Focus is the key issue here. You can change your focus
from your problems to your blessings. When we focus on
our blessings we can feel good and a can relate to others
in a loving way. The problem with the professor’s advice
is that shifting our focus to our blessings doesn’t solve our
problems. Something negative will inevitably happen to
us and our focus will invariably shift back to our problems
and we find ourselves overwhelmed by our problems once
again. Jesus calls for a different focus.
First, he calls us to focus on our problems. We have to
admit that we cannot solve most of them and have to look
to someone outside ourselves to give us help. We have to
hear Jesus say to us: “Come to me, all you who are weary

and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon
you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in
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heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is
easy and my burden is light.” (Matthew 11:28-30)

Congregational Life

Second, Jesus, calls us to focus on him, to take his yoke.
To take his yoke is to focus on his Gospel, on God’s word.
God’s word reveals that we can see Jesus is in our
problems. The Gospel reveals that Jesus was tortured and
crucified. He therefore understands our illness, physical
pain, suffering and death. The Gospel also reveals that
Jesus was tempted by every human temptation and
overcame them. His disciples, those closest to him, denied
they knew him, betrayed him and abandoned him. He was
wrongly accused, arrested and convicted of a crime by
religious and political authorities. He was wrongly
executed. He understands the pain and suffering that we
experience when those we love disappoint us and
authority figures mistreat us. Yet, the Gospel reveals that
Jesus forgave those who hurt him and reached out to
mend broken relationships. He calls us to do the same.

Opportunities for Study,
service and Fellowship:

Christian Education

Third, Jesus calls us to focus on following him. He
promises that those who focus on the words of Gospel, on
God’s word, will be changed. They will have faith and trust
in Jesus and God’s word. The Gospel calls us to reach out
to Jesus for mercy and healing. Jesus may miraculously
heal our ills and/or give us the grace to endure the pain
and suffering and overcome our illness. Jesus will
convince us we are sinners and that all of our sins are
against God. He will convince us that we must be forgiven
by God and that God forgives us of our sins because of
Jesus’ suffering, death and resurrection. Jesus will permit
us to see our fault and our part in creating the breakdown
of relationships with employers, family members and
friends and desire their forgiveness for the hurt we
caused. He will give us the grace to forgive those who
have wronged us. Jesus promises he will go ahead of us
to open hearts and minds so that true reconciliation can
occur.

We thank God for the Christian Education classes offered
over the past nine months.
Pastor Jim Statham led a Sunday morning discussion
group, beginning at 10:15 AM. Discussion topics included,
the basic tenets of Christianity and the Ten
Commandments. Thanks to Pastor Jim for facilitating
discussions on these vey important issues. We look
forward to his class resuming in September.
Lilias Statham led a women’s Bible study on Wednesday
mornings. They met in the Fireside Room from 9:30 to
11:00 AM. The group studied a book written by Cynthia
Heald, and Bible study materials on the Parables produced
by SOLA Publication. Thanks to Lilias for leading the study
so faithfully. The ladies are looking forward to starting up
again in September.
Pastor Ed led a Bible study on the Book of Revelation and
a discussion group on Angels in Scripture. The group met
on Wednesdays from 11:00 AM to Noon. A bag luncheon
and table talk followed. We look forward to the 11:00 AM
study resuming in September. Pastor Ed and Pastor David
will share teaching duties at that time.

We meet for worship at 9:00 and 10:30 on Sunday
mornings. We focus on our troubles, on Jesus and on
following him. Why don’t you join us? Those forgiven by
and reconciled to God through Jesus Christ are given a
clean slate. Perhaps, if you focus with us, you will come to
see your life as a blank page that can be filled with
paragraphs peppered with acts of forgiveness, love, mercy
and grace.

From September through May, our Confirmands met with
Pastor David on Wednesdays from 4:00 to 5:00 PM.
Confirmation classes will resume in September. Thanks to
Pastor David for his diligence in teaching our youth.

Yours in Christ
Pastor Ed

From September through May, our Sunday School met at
10:45 AM. Sunday school classes will resume in
September. Heartfelt thanks to Heidi Vant Geloof, our
Sunday school superintendent, and the teachers and
assistants for all their efforts in teaching our most precious
resource, the children of our congregation.
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Service

Community OUTREACH

Would you be willing to give a ride to one our
parishioners, who lives close to you but is no longer able
to drive to Sunday services or attend other congregational
events? Call Nora Steffenhagen at 778. 478.4117, she will
put you on a roster of drivers and will match you with a
parishioner that lives near you.

251 Leon Ave, Kelowna, BC

Kelowna’s Gospel Mission

Rides to Church

The 4th Tuesday of every month a team from Grace
Lutheran goes to the Gospel Mission. They help in the
kitchen with lunch and dinner preparation.
If you are called to help, contact Penny Pfahl at
250.707.0418 or by email: pennymelvin@shaw.ca

Sunday Coffee Fellowship

Youth at Risk

Following our 10:30 AM Sunday worship service all are
invited to our coffee hour. Members and friends of Grace
Lutheran are generally assigned to a group which hosts
coffee fellowship for the Sundays in a given month. Each
group typically serves for two months a year. Our service
groups need extra from time to time (during the summer
and winter when many are away). If you love to serve God
in this way, why not consider signing up as a spare. Service
group leaders could call upon you. Let our church office
know if you are willing 250.769.5685.

Grace Lutheran congregation has committed to preparing
a meal for 50 youth on the 2nd Tuesday of each month.
You can help in many ways:


Make a special donation for the cost of the food used
to make the meal.



Transport the meal from our church to the Boys and
Girls Club facility on Main Street. The meal is served
at 4:30 PM.

Make a dessert or other item for the meal at your home
and bring it to the church on the 2nd Tuesday at noon. If
you want to help call Iris MacKinlay at 778.754.1541 or
Innes Wunderlich at 778.754.3212.

Special Music
We love to include Special Music at our services during
the summer. If you would be interested in singing a hymn
for special music, or playing an instrumental piece during
the offering, please put your name on the special music
sign-up sheet on the bulletin board and Miriam will be in
touch with you.

NOW HERE…

Praise Band
Praise Band practices on Friday afternoons at 4:00 p.m.
They lead the congregation in song at the 9:00 AM service.
We welcome anyone who has a voice and wants to sing
to the Lord! Please speak to Deni Skutshek 250.862.9098
or the Church Office 250.769.5685 for information.

Grace Choir
Our Grace Choir will sing an anthem Sunday June 5th. The
choir will be in hiatus until September. Grace Choir
performs a musical offering during worship on the first
and third Sunday of each month from September to May.
We practice on Thursdays from 7:00-8:30PM. We welcome
anyone who has a voice and wants to sing to the Lord!
Please speak to Deni Skutshek 250.862.9098 or the Church
Office 250.769.5685 for information.

Due to our warm and generous response,
collection boxes will remain n the narthex where
you can drop off any new or gently worn shoes
that you no longer need. Kelowna Sunrise Shoe
Bank will see that these shoes go to needy
people in the community.

Grace Lutheran Women
Date: NO Meeting in June
Time: 9:30 AM
Place: Fireside Room
The women of Grace Lutheran Church maintain our
kitchen and supply pantry. They minister to grieving
families by offering hospitality. They support local,
national and international missions.

Warm Greetings & Much Love from
Mary Timmerman to all of her good
friends at Grace Lutheran Church.
4

Okanagan Valley Pregnancy

CALC President’s
Travel Itinerary

Care Centre Baby Bottle Campaign

May 28-29 Pastor Ed preached at the 25th Anniversary of
Vancouver Chinese Lutheran Church, of Burnaby, BC.
June 4-5 Pastor Ed meets with the candidate, his
supervisor and council executive re: pastor in training at
Immanuel Lutheran, Stony Plain. Pastor Ed participates in
Consecration Sunday at St. Peter’s Lutheran Church in
Cochrane, AB.
July 16 Pastor Ed participates in Cluster Meeting of
Vancouver area congregations.
July 30-31 Pastor Ed attends Mt. Calvary Lutheran
Church’s 60th Anniversary in Mission.

Baby bottles are available in the narthex. The campaign
will run from Mother’s Day, May 8th until Father’s Day,
June 19th. Please return filled baby bottles to the church
office on or before Sunday, June 19th, 2016. Thank you for
every baby bottle filled with love, from the Okanagan
Valley Pregnancy Care Centre.

Special Events at Grace
During May

Annual Stewardship Dinner

Fellowship
Next Ladies’ Breakfast
Saturday June 4th at the Gatekeeper Restaurant (Holiday
Inn) at 9:00 AM

Next Men’s Breakfast
Saturday June 11th at the Gatekeeper Restaurant (Holiday
Inn) at 8:30 AM

Pastor Randy Benson

Nancy Tordliffe

On Saturday May 14 63 members and friends of Grace
Lutheran attended our 2016 Stewardship dinner. We
enjoyed a lovely catered meal including, roast beef, butter
chicken, all the trimmings and dessert.
th

Happiness Group
Luncheon &
Hymn Sing

Before dinner we heard three speakers from Kelowna’s
Gospel Mission (KGM): Pastor Randy Benson, KGM’s
executive director, Nancy Tordliffe, director of KGM’s
Harmony Ministries, and Gail, a client of Harmony
Ministries.

Tuesday June 14th, 2016 at 11:30 AM

“Growing in Grace”

Pastor Benson’s presentation included a short video that
provided a summary of KGM’s ministry. The video
touched briefly on KGM’s history. Since 1978, KGM has
been faithfully reaching and caring for thousands of
hungry, hurting and homeless people. Randy gave an
overview of how KGM works closely with government,
businesses, community, faith groups, service providers,
and the people they serve, to create solutions for longterm change. He then spoke of their mission to see lives
changed by practically demonstrating the love of Jesus
Christ and meeting each individual's spiritual, physical,
emotional and social needs.

2 Peter 3:18
A ministry of Grace Lutheran Church
1162 Hudson Road, West Kelowna, BC, V1Z 1J3
Please RSVP with: Church Office: 250.769.5685 or
Wilma Lechner 250.765.5649

Youth Event
Last youth event before September is the July 1st Canada Day Parade in Peachland. If you want to
participate call Pastor Ed at 250.769.5685
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Mrs. Tordliffe’s presentation focused KGM’s ministry to
women through Harmony Ministries. Two women’s
residences, Harmony House and Shiloh House —
established in 1995 and 2006, respectively — are the
foundation of Harmony Ministry. This ministry focuses on
the particular recovery needs of women in crisis and their
transition to more independent lives.

Harmony Ministry for all they do. Her concluding
statement: “Without God and Harmony House, at best I’d
still be in addiction and at worst I’d be dead.”
You can watch these presentations by following this link:
https://vimeo.com/166667690.

Nancy emphasized that Harmony Ministry’s mission and
vision is to guide women away from a cycle of poverty and
addiction and toward wholeness. She went on to say that
many of the women who come to Harmony Ministry are
dealing with spousal abuse. It is therefore critical to
provide these women in crisis with a safe place away from
abusive relationships and among other women who going
through similar experiences, along with female case
workers. Nancy then informed us that Harmony Ministry
offers residents programs and services aimed at assisting
in their transition from a crisis situation to independent
living, including, Wellness Plans, weekly exercise
programs, counselling, job training, employment
assistance, conflict resolution, and Bible studies.

Their Mission Statement:
Kelowna’s Gospel Mission will feed the
hungry, shelter the homeless and help the
hurting. We will provide assistance to all.
We will minister to the whole person, spirit,
soul and body by sharing Jesus with a
servant’s heart.

Mully Children’s Family
Choir

Gail, a resident of Harmony House, spoke of her life’s
journey. She entitled her presentation, “Derailed But Back
On Track.” Gail revealed that she has lived at Harmony
House for the past 8 years. When she came to Harmony
house she was a 93-pound addict who lived on the streets
of Kelowna. She was addicted to alcohol, crack cocaine
and marijuana. She has been clean and sober and off crack
cocaine and alcohol for 8 years and off of marijuana for 6
years. She quit smoking 15 months ago.
Gail describes life at Harmony House as structured.
Residents have to live by house rules and curfews. She
agrees wholeheartedly with this structure and eagerly
participates in the various programs offered. Bible study
and other programs at Harmony House provide the
impetus for her to attend Bible Studies and programs at
Evangel, Trinity Baptist and Kelowna Gospel Fellowship.
Under the leadership and direction of the people at
Harmony House, Gail’s life has now moved forward. She
has improved relationships with her children. She has
purchased a motor scooter, which gives her mobility. Gail
has taken a part-time job at the Kalano Club Community
Center, which gives her self-confidence and financial
resources.
Gail’s life recently took a turn for the worse when she
suffered a stroke. She spent weeks in the rehabilitation
wing of KGH. With the medical services provided by the
staff of KGH, the support of the staff of Harmony Ministry,
and God’s grace and healing, Gail has made a remarkable
recovery and looks forward to continued healing of her
body, mind and soul.

On Thursday May 19th the Mully Children’s Family Choir
performed for about 40 members and friends of Grace
Lutheran Church. The 18-member Choir gave a
breathtaking performance, which included traditional
African songs and hymns in English and African. The
musical selections were interspersed with presentations
on the Mully Children’s Family organization and

Gail ended her testimonial by thanking those who
donated to KGM and Harmony Ministry and the staff of
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testimonials from choir members. A video of the concert
at Grace may be accessed at this address:
https://vimeo.com/167658813

trade school for young men (carpentry, electrical wiring
and plumbing). For young women they offer courses in
hair dressing and beauty, dressmaking, and jewelry design
and production. The high cost of tuition in Kenya inspired
Dr. Mully to start a University.

On Friday May 20th, the choir performed at Stuart Park.
The park is on Kelowna’s waterfront opposite Kelowna
City Hall. They performed from 6:20 PM to almost 8:00
PM. The choir performed the songs they performed at
Grace Lutheran and even more. They added African drums
to many of the songs performed. The boys performed
karate moves and acrobatic stunts, even creating human
pyramids. The songs and acrobatic displays were
interspersed with information on their mission and
powerful testimony from choir members and their
chaperones (who were graduates of MCF).

MCF’s most passionate desire for the children they raise
and nurture is that they work to change Kenya for the
better. MCF encourages their educated graduates to go
back to where they came from, to live and work in their
home community and in so doing work to change and
transform their communities for the good.
Mully Children’s Family Canada is a registered Canadian
charity, committed to supporting the rescue and
rehabilitation programs of Mully Children’s Family in
Kenya. Their mission, with God’s help, is to change Africa,
one child at a time. Visit their website at:
http://mcfcanada.org/.

The choir and chaperones ate lunch on Thursday and
supper on Friday at Grace Lutheran. Volunteers provided
the meals. Our volunteers followed African recipes.
Mully Children’s Family (MCF) is a non-profit Christian
organization that operates in Kenya, Africa. It was founded
in 1989 by Dr. Charles Mully and his wife Esther. She gave
a brief presentation at Grace. See her picture at the
bottom right of the picture on the bottom of page 5.
Dr. Mully was abandoned by his parents when he was 8
years old. He was abused by his father. He became a street
kid and raised himself. He eventually worked his way up
the corporate ladder, attaining great wealth. He was
haunted by the presence of the street kids he encountered
as he traveled around Kenya. Esther spoke of the day God
called her husband to minister to the children of the
streets in Kenya.
The Mully’s sold all they had and began caring for children
they found on the street. Some children were orphaned,
others were abandoned, some in the sex trade or addicted
to drugs and alcohol. Since 1989, Charles and Esther have
rescued over 10,000 abandoned and abused children
from the streets and slums of Kenya.
They operate six family compounds, five in Kenya and one
located in neighboring Tanzania, that house some 2,500
children.
MFC provides a loving and structured
environment for the children. There are rules that must be
followed. Most all of the children at the MCF have been
abused. A focus of their mission to these abused children
is, through the proclamation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
that the children forgive their parents and others who
abused them. They believe that only when there has been
forgiveness can there be a change in their lives.
MCF stresses education. They want all their children to
graduate from High School and go to university and
pursue a profession or career. When local high schools
charged too much for their children, Dr. Mully started a
high school. Their high school is number one in Kenya.
For those not inclined toward higher education, they offer

7

In Loving Memory

weekly Bible studies and mentoring. In later years,
intercessory prayer grew in depth. Many friends and
neighbours were drawn to Gloria to be encouraged and
loved by her in the Lord.
Gloria’s most life-shaping event would prove to be her
diagnosis in 1996 with an autoimmune disorder and she
could no longer work. She learned that in her weakness is
God’s great strength. Gloria often said that no matter
what happens in her life, God knows and is with me, “I will
trust in Him.”

COMPASSION
CORNER

Gloria Szabo

We lift up all the families of those who
have recently gone to be with the Lord,
including the Szabo, Schmidt, Klingbeil-Anderson and
Slind families; those in need of prayer at home including
Ella Balija, Clayton Hack, Dixie Schoepp, Gertraude
Kreissig, Bruce Poirier, Krystian Poirier, Eric Godlien (Karl
Broz’s friend), Gerald Schuler, baby Ewen Wilson, Mary
Toth, Lorraine Wentland, Diane Hamilton, Annamarie
Mayer, Marian Ruff, Ferne Sather, Sharon Sowles (Diane
Hamilton’s sister), Dean Rigsby (Deni Skutshek’s stepbrother), Pastor Horst Gutsche, Helene Hack, Arline
Nikolaj and Tema Fenson. Praise the God of all comfort,

March 8, 1950 – April 25, 2016
Gloria Szabo, of West Kelowna passed away on Monday,
April 25th, 2016, at the age of 66, after a lengthy illness.
She was predeceased by her mother Doreen, her brother
Roger and her grandparents. Her father was estranged.
Gloria is survived by her husband Jim, stepson Jim Jr.
(Julie), stepdaughter Erika, grandchildren Ashley and
Courtney, great-grandchild Arianna, sister Judy, nephew
David and his daughter Taylor, niece Diane (Mike), brother
Douglas and Uncle Jack.
Born in Saskatoon, SK, Gloria was brought up in her
grandparents’ home with her mother and sister Judy. After
high school, Gloria attended the nursing program at
Foothills Hospital from 1969-1972. She then went to
Dalhousie University in Halifax for Public Health nurse’s
training. She was a life-long learner, later attending
Regent college in Vancouver where she earned a diploma
in Christian Studies.

who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort
those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive
from God. (2 Corinthians 1:3b-4)

Gloria worked with the Victorian Order of Nursing in
Amherst, Nova Scotia, following graduation from
Dalhousie University, and she often recalled, with
fondness, the many life-long friendships that were made
during her time in Amherst and at University. She worked
as a head nurse in Palliative Care at Royal Columbia
Hospital in New Westminster, BC. Gloria was a wonderful
example for all in the nursing field, admired for her
inspiration, compassion and dedication to all those she
provided care for and worked with. A fellow classmate
described Gloria as one of the bright lights of this world.

The staff of Tim Horton’s at Okanagan Lake Shopping
Center (by the bridge) asked Pastor Ed to be a volunteer
for Camp Day Wednesday June 1st. Pastor Ed served
behind the counter at his favorite Tim Horton’s. He poured
coffee, made Ice Capps and Iced Coffee from 7:00 AM to
9:00 AM. He had a great time and made new friends.

Gloria married Jim Szabo on February 12, 1983. After her
marriage to Jim, they moved to Kelowna where she
worked with Interior Health as a home care nurse and later
as an assessor.
Gloria was a woman of deep faith and active service. Her
involvement with her church included Children’s ministry
with Sunday School and Vacation Bible School, as well as
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