
June 2015 

Graceline 
A Monthly Publication of Grace Lutheran Church 

 

 

 

Inside this Edition 

Pastor David’s Message ………………………………………… 1 

Pastor Ed’s CAP News Message……………………………… 2 

Music & Worship – Time Between Services…………….  3 

Vacation Bible School 2015……………………………………. 4 

Summer Parades …………………………………………………… 5 

Compassion Corner ………………………………………………. 5 

2015 Baby Bottle Brigade ……………………………………… 5 

St. John’s Ambulance……………………………………………... 5 

Congregational Life……………………………………………….. 6 

CALC President’s Itinerary……………………………………… 6 

June Calendar………………………………………………………… 7 

  

 

GRACELINE A newsletter published by: 

Grace Lutheran Church 
1162 Hudson Rd. West Kelowna, BC, V1Z 1J3 
250.769.5685 
Website: www.gracelutherankelowna.com  
Email: info@gracelutherankelowna.com  
 

PASTORS:  
Ed Skutshek - 250.801.3860   David Wunderlich – 250.317.6502 
GLC CHAIRMAN: Don Johnson  
Church Office: Miriam Shopland-Keith  
Office Hours: 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM -  Monday through Friday 

Pastor David’s Message  

The Holy Trinity 

We in the modern world want to explain and dissect 

things to death.  We want to explain and break thinks 

down to the proton or the atom.   We even want to smash 

protons and see their inner guts. Recently, the largest and 

most expensive scientific experiment in history, “The Large 

Hadron Collider,” was turned back on again after some 

repairs.  There were some concerns that this machine's 

power could destroy the world.   Please be at ease, if you 

are reading this article it means the world didn't end.  We 

did not sink into a black hole because of this device.  The 

price tag on this contraption is enormous, and it is the 

most powerful device ever built for probing the secrets of 

the universe.  What will we do to explain our existence?  

This is who we are, it is with in our nature.  We are a 

curious creation.  We would also like to explain the nature 

of God, but building a billion dollar device will not get us 

any closer to that answer.  Faith is a gift from God that we 

just have to accept.  When we truly know God, we will feel 

like we are born again.  When we were born the first time 

we usually accept the existence of our mother and father.   

Our second birth, or being born again, is the epiphany of 

truly knowing our Father in Heaven working in our lives.  

Our first birth is a gift from God, our second birth is the 

gift of faith.  We are wise to receive this gift, foster it and 

pray for it.    

Most of us could describe our earthly parents, however, 

could you describe the nature of our Heavenly Father?  

Most of us would say He is loving and forgiving.  We say 

that our God is powerful and almighty.  We describe Him 

as all-knowing and He encompasses the world.  Yet is this 

enough to know who our God really is?  Come on, be 

honest, sometimes we want to break God down to the 

nuts and bolts.  So let’s be brave and attempt it, or at least 

try!  The best way to describe our God is to refer to this 

thing we call the, “Holy Trinity.”  As Christians, we see God 

as one God, but as three aspects.  We have God the Father, 

the Holy Spirit, and Jesus.   
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We describe the nature of God in three ways.  We have 

the Father, who we most relate to as the creator.  We have 

Jesus the Son, who is God that has come to us in the flesh.  

Finally we have the Holy Spirit, or Comforter, who many 

relate to as the one who comes to us after Jesus' ascension 

into heaven.  We often think that God has transformed to 

us in three different ways.  The Three In One has always 

been present.  In the beginning of Genesis 1:26NIV, it 

states: Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image,  

in our likeness,  so that they may rule  over the fish in the 

sea and the birds in the sky,  over the livestock and all the 

wild animals,  and over all the creatures that move along 

the ground.”  Here God is referring to himself in the plural.  

He also does it again, in Genesis 11:7-8.   In the Old 

Testament the word, ”God,” in Hebrew is, “Elohim,” and 

the name is actually in a plural form.  Here, God does not 

refer to Himself as a singular form.   In the New Testament, 

we see the Holy Spirit working even before the time of 

Jesus' ascension.  The angel talks to Jesus' mother Mary 

and says:  “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the 

power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy 

one to be born will be called, “the Son of God.” Luke 

1:35(NIV).   There are many scripture references to the 

Holy Trinity in the Bible.  Here are more examples: John 

14:10 NIV, John 8:58 NIV. 

As we can see, we have three persons into one that 

describes God.   It is confusing to the earthly mind, but 

not to God.  In the past, the Church has used different 

earthly examples to explain this heavenly being.  Even 

Luther himself claims that our attempts to find fitting 

terms are failures.  The best earthly term that I can think 

of would be the one St. Patrick used by describing the 

Trinity as a three-leaf clover.  The Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit represent the three leaves, and the stem is God who 

is connected and working through them.    God does 

speak to us and works with us in many wonderful ways.   

To be honest, the way we get to truly know God is to be 

born again in Him.  As it says in Jeremiah 24:7 “I will give 

them a heart to know me, that I am the Lord.”   To get to 

know God personally we need to read His Word.  We best 

get to know God by knowing Jesus.  In the Gospel of John 

we read, “Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where 

you are going, so how can we know the way?” Jesus 

answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one 

comes to the Father except through me.  If you really 

know me, you will know my Father as well. From now on, 

you do know him and have seen him.” Philip said, “Lord, 

show us the Father and that will be enough for us.” Jesus 

answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have 

been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen 

me has seen the Father.” John 14:5-9 NIV 

Breaking down God into pieces will not edge us closer to 

a greater relationship with Him.  It is like the old saying: 

We don't always have to open up and take apart the 

grandfather clock to enjoy its purpose.    

May the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit bless you and keep 

you! 

In Christ, Pastor David 

Pastor Ed’s Message  

Is It In You To Give? 

From time-to-time, I get a call 

from Canadian Blood Services 

(CBS). They ask me to make a 

donation.  Like countless other 

Canadians, I respond positively 

whenever I can. Their advertising 

acts as a powerful prompt for me. 

Their tag line: “It’s in you to give,” goes through my mind. 

It reminds me that the blood that courses through my 

body is not only for my benefit. I can safely donate blood 

that can be used by others. The donated blood is used for  

the treatment of leukemia, heart surgery and emergency 

surgeries. It is also used for transfusions. People often 

suffer from anemia, low red blood cell levels due to 

internal bleeding. I have seen patients who are suffering 

from anemia, receive a blood transfusion, and then watch 

them transform before me. Confusion and weakness are 

replaced by clear thinking and strength. What a difference 

that bag of blood can make.  The cost to me? A little 

intentional time set aside for the actual donation. To the 

person whose life is enriched, bettered and even saved-- 

“Priceless!”    

CBS’s tagline reminds me that I also have something else 

in me that I can donate to help others. It courses around 

my heart, soul and mind: it is my trust and faith in God the 

Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.  

Faith in God can be donated in many ways, however, every 

donor has to be a recipient first. For me, it began with my 

parents. They were my first faith donors. My parents knew 

I was spiritually anemic and that I needed transfusions to 

bring my spiritual red blood count up to normal levels.  So 

they taught my siblings and me about God the Father who 

created us; Jesus, God’s one and only Son, who saved us;  

and God the Holy Spirit who builds our faith leads us 

through life.  They sent us to Sunday School and 

Confirmation and took us to church.   

As an adult, I found that the grind of daily life would knock 

my spiritual red blood count way down and I would 

become spiritually anemic. When I was spiritually anemic 

it was easier for me to get confused and to say and do the 

wrong thing. I would get emotionally weaker and was 

more likely to give in to temptation.  However, I knew 
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where I could get a spiritual transfusion.   I got a weekly 

transfusion at worship on Sunday mornings. The Gospel 

of Jesus Christ that I heard preached, and the Holy 

Communion that I received, both transfused and 

transformed me. Daily Bible readings, devotions and Bible 

study inspired me and gave me insights for each day.  

Prayer, both personal and corporate, strengthened me. 

Transfusions of God’s word, sacrament and prayer gave 

me the strength to make it through and even more.   

The spiritual strength I received, and continue to receive, 

from transfusions of Word and Sacrament permit me, 

from time to time, to recognize those who could use a 

spiritual transfusion. I meet them all over the place. On 

buses, airplanes, at restaurants, offices, gas stations, 

tourist attractions, shopping malls, medical offices, and 

hospital rooms. They confess that they are spiritually 

anemic, in need of a transformation. They struggle with 

their sin, the fear of death and the power of evil in the 

lives. They are confused, weakened and vulnerable to their 

lusts and vices. By God’s grace, I have been able to 

administer a dose of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The Good 

News that Jesus Christ made a donation for them. Jesus 

suffered and shed his blood on the cross, for them and for 

their salvation. Jesus paid for their sin and promised that 

all who believe in Him will have everlasting life. Many 

change there and then, their strength and lucidity is 

restored. Some experience a new beginning. For some, 

this transfusion came very close to the day that they 

passed from this world to the next. I now see that every 

time I believed I was giving a spiritual donation to another, 

God used this opportunity to give me a spiritual 

transfusion!  

Do you feel like you have lost your way and need help with 

directions? Are you struggling with life? Do you feel 

vulnerable and susceptible to stress and pressures? You 

may be spiritually anemic. You may need a spiritual 

transfusion. Join us Sundays at Grace Lutheran at 9:00 AM 

for Contemporary Worship and 10:30 AM for Traditional 

Worship, and receive a spiritual transfusion through the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ preached and Holy Communion 

administered. Come be healed, strengthened and 

transformed. When you do, your faith will grow, and you 

will soon find, “It’s in you to give.”   

In Christ, 

Pastor Ed Skutshek  

Music & Worship 
The Time Between Services & Prelude 

The Question Before the Committee: Church council 

has asked the Music and Worship Committee to look at 

the use of the approximately 30 minutes between the end 

of the 9:00 AM and the beginning of the 10:30 AM 

Worship Services. The current use of the time between 

services is not structured in a universally agreed upon way. 

Musicians are given the opportunity to play a musical 

prelude. Certain tasks are completed and conversations 

between worshipers waiting for the beginning of worship 

occur. As a committee, we believe it is important for us to 

attempt to provide a structure to this time which permits 

the necessary tasks to be accomplished and provide for a 

graceful transition from ordinary time to worship. We 

have made a recommendation for the use of this period 

of time. Our recommendations will be put into effect for a 

trial period beginning Sunday July 5th through Sunday 

August 30th.  The Committee will evaluate this order for 

the prelude during this time, including receiving 

congregational feedback.  The process by which we came 

to our recommendation is set forth below.   

What happens between services now? This is what 

currently occurs during this approximately 30 minute 

period between services. 

1. Worshipers at the 9:00 AM service leave the sanctuary. 

The 9:00 AM service generally finishes at 10:00 AM, 

however, on Communion Sundays (2nd & 4th)  the 9:00 

AM service may go to 10:05 to 10:08 AM. The 9:00 AM 

worshipers take about 5 minutes to exit the sanctuary.  

2. The Praise Band unplug and put away their 

instruments and move their mike stands and music 

stands out of the way.   

3. When Holy Communion is administered at the 9:00 

AM service (2nd & 4th Sunday), the Sacristans remove 

the communion ware from the altar area.  

4. When Holy Communion is administered at the 10:30 

AM service (1st & 3rd Sunday), the Sacristans prepare 

the altar for Holy Communion and place the elements 

on the altar.  

5. If a Baptism is celebrated at the 10:30 AM service the 

Christ Candle is put out and the font is made ready.  

6. The audio-visual crew sets up the camera that will 

record the 10:30 service, and perform the necessary 

sound checks.  They will ensure that the appropriate 

announcement slides are projected on the screen and 

will make sure the Powerpoint presentation for the 

service is queued up and ready for use. 

7. The audio visual crew hand out FM receivers to the 

audio challenged members of the congregation.  

8. Those providing special music in the 10:30 service 

often rehearse their song or songs during this time, 

including performing the necessary audio checks. 
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9. Approximately, 15-20 minutes prior to the beginning 

of the 10:30 service an accompanist begins a musical 

prelude on either the piano or the organ.  

10. Beginning about 20 minutes prior to the 10:30 service 

worshipers begin to trickle in, taking their seats. 

Conversations are often struck up during this time. As 

we approach 10:30 more people come in and take 

their seats and the conversations become more lively.  

Congregational Feedback: Over the years council has 

received feedback concerning the time between services:  

1. Some believe that the period before worship begins 

should be a time of silence. Silence permits them to 

pray and meditate in preparation for our time of 

corporate worship.  

2. Our accompanists and others have often become 

frustrated by our people talking over the musical 

prelude. Accompanists spend a great deal of time 

getting ready for the musical prelude, therefore, our 

people should be respectful of their efforts.  

3. Many contend that conversation in the sanctuary 

before worship has been a tradition at Grace Lutheran 

Church for more than 20 years. They see it as a sign 

that we are a lively, friendly and vibrant congregation. 

People like to take their seats early and to speak to 

their neighbors.  They contend that there is not 

enough room in the Narthex to visit, and some cannot 

stand for long periods of time. They can’t really use 

the fellowship hall for visiting as it is used by choir 

twice monthly for rehearsal and the service groups are 

usually preparing  for coffee time.   

The Proposed Use of the 30 Minutes: 

1. The First 20 Minutes: We need the first 20 minutes 

to permit the orderly transition from one service to 

the other. Communion ware and elements can be 

removed from or placed on the altar. Praise band can 

put away their equipment, those providing special 

music can rehearse. The screen and sound system are 

checked and the camera set up.  Congregational 

Conversation can continue during this period of time.  

2. The Next 10 Minutes: We need the next 10 minutes 

for a prelude. The prelude serves as a transition from 

non-worship time to worship time. While this is 

among the least essential elements of worship, a 

prelude has a function.  When the prelude is done well 

it serves as a prompt to recognize and begin 

responding to the presence of God and the purposes 

of gathered worship. We propose the following order 

be used for the prelude on Sundays from July 5th 

through August 30th.  

(a) 10:20 AM: The accompanist takes her seat at the 

organ and plays the organs bell or chime. The chimes  

bring the congregation out of their conversations. 

(b) A worship leader/pastor welcomes the congregation 

and then there is a time for announcements. 

(c) The leader/pastor then announces the beginning of 

worship, with an invitation that it begin with the 

organ/piano prelude. The candles are lit by the 

acolyte during the musical prelude.  

(d) 10:30 AM: The organ prelude ends. The Pastor leads 

the congregation in the invocation and Confession 

and Absolution. One full minute of silence will be 

observed during the time of confession.    

Thank you in advance for your willingness to participate 

in this trial order of worship.  

Your worship and Music Committee: Ted Schoepp, 

Chairman, Sandra Hartness, Deni Skutshek, Clayton Hack, 

Al Hamilton, Pastor Ed Skutshek and Pastor David 

Wunderlich.  

Vacation Bible School 2015  

 

When: This year our Vacation Bible School (VBS) will be 

held the week of Monday July 6th through Friday July 

10th from 9:00 AM to noon each day. Moses and the 

Exodus will be theme. Five lessons will be taught:   

Day 1: A Baby in the River  

Day 2: The Burning Bush 

Day 3: The Plagues and Passover   

Day 4: The Crossing the Red Sea  

Day 5: The Ten Commandments – Closing Program.  

Campers: Our VBS is for children aged 3 years through 

Grade 6. If a child requires adult supervision for school, 

the family must provide adult supervision during our VBS.  

Activities: Each day our campers will hear a Bible lesson 

and teaching on the same, see skits, learn songs, eat 

healthy fruit and vegetable snacks, have plenty of fun 
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during recess, participate in arts and crafts, and learn to 

pray the Lord’s Prayer. On Friday all the campers 

participate in a closing program from about 11:15 AM to 

noon. A pizza lunch follows the program. Come out for 

the program! Support the children and the staff.  

Registration: Registration forms will soon be available in 

the Narthex and online: www.gracelutherankelowna.com. 

Completed registrations can be returned in person during 

office hours (9:00-2:00 daily), by mail, fax (250) 769-5691, 

or online. Registrations can always be filled out the day of 

the VBS.  

Cost: There is no registration fee for any camper attending 

our VBS. Freewill donations may be made at the closing 

program.  

Please Reach Out! If you have friends & neighbors with 

children, please encourage them to come to our VBS. The 

only cost to them is the time the children spend with us. 

The value of faith seeds that will be sown and the  

memories that the children will build over the week? 

Priceless!  

Summer Parades  

 

Grace Lutheran hopes to march in two parades this year: 

1. The Westside Daze Parade on Saturday June 27th. 

The parade starts at 10:30 AM. Be at the church at 8:30 

AM if you can march in the parade.  

2. The Peachland Canada Day Parade on Wednesday 

July 1st. This parade starts at 5:00 PM.  Meet at the 

church at 3:P0 AM if you can march in the parade. 

Our entry will consist of our five larger than life puppets 

and a vehicle. We are in the process of refurbishing 

Goliath (center in the picture above) into the prophet 

Moses.  

We need youth to march in the Parade with us. Please 

let Pastor Ed know if you can march in either or both 

parades. You can text Pastor Ed at (250) 801-3860.  

Volunteers will be treated to a meal after each parade.  

COMPASSION CORNER  
Remembering: We remember in our 

prayers the families of those who have 

gone on to be with the Lord including, 

the Jennings, Puder, Gering, Lees, Peters, 

Scholz, Madsen and Arend families. 

Interceding: Pray for those who are in 

hospital, receiving treatment, convalescing or shut in: 

those in hospital including Paul Skutshek; recovering from 

surgery including Heidi Wakal, Kurt Tartsch & Diane 

Hamilton; and those in need of prayer at home including, 

George Edgelow, Pastor Horst Gutsche, Helene Hack, 

Victoria Napora, Norma Hertel, Walter Semeniuk, 

Annemarie Mayer, Arline Nikolaj, Tema Fenson, Charlene 

Klingbeil-Anderson, George Osness, Lawrence Slind and 

Mary Toth. The LORD shall give strength to his people; the 

LORD shall give his people the blessing of peace. Psalm 29:11 

 
2015 BABY BOTTLE BRIGADE 

On Mother’s Day ♥ May 10 many of us picked  up a 

light-weight baby bottle from the Narthex table.  

Please return your bottle on Father’s Day, June 21st, 

to the Church Office, heavy with spare change 

 (bills & cheques too!).. 
 

Your donations help ensure that every distressed 

pregnant woman who comes for support to the 

Okanagan Valley Pregnancy Care Centre will find 

help and hope to listen to her heart and love her 

child to life. 
 

PLEASE RETURN FILLED BABY BOTTLES TO THE 

CHURCH OFFICE ON OR BEFORE FATHER’S DAY.  

THANK YOU! 

 

St. John Ambulance  
On Saturday May 23rd, several of our Grace members 

participated in the St. John CPR “A” Course. This courses 

teaches basic techniques that can be applied at home, 

work or play.  All public CPR courses include training in 

Automated External Defibrillation (AED).Upon completion 

of this course, participants will receive a national St. John 

Ambulance CPR and AED certificate.  Annual training in 

CPR and AED is recommended. Thank you to the 

Stewardship Committee for organizing this event.  

http://www.gracelutherankelowna.com/
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Congregational Life 

Opportunities to serve  

this Summer season: 

   Happiness Group  
                     Luncheon& Hymn Sing  

Tuesday June  16, 2015 
11:30 AM  

Come celebrate  
the True Vine with us! 

“I am the vine and you are the branches” 
John 15:5 

 

A ministry of  
Grace Lutheran Church 

1162 Hudson Road,  
West Kelowna, BC, V1Z 1J3 

 
Please RSVP with: Church Office: (250) 769-5685 or 

Wilma Lechner (250) 765-5649 

Website: www.gracelutherankelowna.com 
 

Men’s Breakfast  
Next Men’s Breakfast Saturday June 13th at 
the GateKeeper Restaurant at 8:30 AM. 
 

Ladies’ Breakfast  
Ladies Breakfast Saturday June 6th at the 
GateKeeper Restaurant at 9:00 AM. 
 

keLowna’s GospeL Mission 

251 Leon Ave, Kelowna, BC 

The 4th Tuesday of every month a team from Grace Lutheran 
goes to the Gospel Mission. They help in the kitchen with lunch 
and dinner preparation.  

If you are called to help contact Penny Pfahl @ 250.707.0418 
or by email: pennymelvin@shaw.ca 
 

No Wednesday Bible Studies 

until September! 
Ladies 9:30 AM study led by Lilias Statham starts again in September 

11:00 AM Study on Revelation led by Pastor Ed starts again in 
September 2015  

 
 
 
 

 

Youth at Risk 
Grace Lutheran congregation has committed to preparing a meal for 
50 youth on the 2nd Tuesday of each month.  You can help in many 
ways: 

 Make a special donation for the cost of the food used to make 
the meal. 

 Come out to the church the 2nd Tuesday of the month at noon 
and help prepare the meal.  

 Transport the meal from our church to the Boys and Girls Club 
facility on Main Street. The meal is served at 4:30 PM.  

Make a dessert or other item for the meal at your home and bring it 
to the church on the 2nd Tuesday at noon. 

If you want to help call Iris MacKinlay at 778-754-1541. 
 

Special Music 
We love to include Special Music at our 10:30 AM service on the 2nd, 
4th and 5th Sunday of each month. If you would be interested in singing 
a hymn for special music or playing an instrumental piece during the 
offering please put your name on the special music sign-up sheet on 
the bulletin board and Pastor Ed will be in touch with you. 
 

PRAISE BAND  

Praise Band practices on Friday afternoons at 4:00 p.m. 
They lead the congregation in song at the 9:00 AM service. We 
welcome anyone who has a voice and wants to sing to the Lord! 
Please speak to Deni Skutshek 250.862.9098 or the Church Office 
250.769.5685 for information.  
 

Grace Choir  

Grace Choir is in hiatus until September.  

Our Grace Choir performs a musical offering during worship. We 
welcome anyone who has a voice and wants to sing to the Lord! 

Please speak to Deni Skutshek 250.862.9098 or the Church Office 
250.769.5685 for information.  

We hope to see you on Thursday!  
 

CALC President’s Itinerary 
April 14-17.  Pastor Ed represented CALC at the Canadian 
Rockies Theological Conference in Canmore, Alberta.  

April 17-19.  Pastor Ed led the fourth cluster meeting in the 
development of CALC’s 10-year Plan at Immanuel Lutheran 
Church, in Stoney Plain, Alberta.  

April 24-26.   Pastor Ed led the fifth cluster meeting in the 
development of CALC’s 10-year Plan in Saskatchewan. 

May 2-3.   Pastor Ed led the sixth cluster meeting in the 
development of CALC’s 10-year Plan at Mount Calvary Lutheran 
Church in Mission, BC. Pastor Ed preached at Mt. Calvary on 
Sunday morning and installed Pastor Manfred Schmidt as the 
Pastor of Martin Luther Evangelical Lutheran Church at 2:30 
PM.  

May 15-17.   Pastor Ed led the seventh cluster meeting in the 
development of CALC’s 10-year Plan at Christ Lutheran Church 
in Morden, Manitoba. 

May 30 Pastor Ed and Vivien Georgeson attended a CALC 
National Council Meeting in Calgary. 

July 20-23 Pastor Ed will be a presenter at Hastings Lake Bible 
Camp near Edmonton, Alberta.  

 

http://www.gracelutherankelowna.com/
mailto:pennymelvin@shaw.ca
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