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“…for when a person abandons the Word and 
gropes about for Christ apart from the Word, he 
misses Christ and apprehends the devil…if (the 
Magi) are to find the Child, they must follow the 
Word, which is the right star and beautiful sun 
pointing to Christ.”  Martin Luther – from his sermon on 
Epiphany. 

Pastor Ed’s Message  
Epiphany  
From January 6th through February 13th we will observe the 
season of Epiphany. The word, “epiphany,” comes from the 
Greek. It is defined as a sudden and striking revelation, a    
breakthrough or realization which permits a problem or 
situation to be understood from a new and deeper 
perspective. For Christians, the definition of epiphany is seen 
in the account of the Magi found in Matthew 2:1-12.  

Matthew’s account begins with Magi or wise men from the 
east (the area known as Babylon) spontaneously appearing in 
Jerusalem and inquiring about the birth of a ruler of the Jewish 
people. They had seen a star rise in the sky and followed it.  

God’s chosen people had been held captive in Babylon for 
some 70 years. During this time, God elevated Daniel, Esther 
and Mordechai to leadership positions. They introduced the 
leaders of Babylon to the Pentateuch, or the first five books of 
the Old Testament.  

The Magi saw a new star in the sky. They were led to God’s 
Word, specifically to the 17th verse of the 24th Chapter of the 
book of Numbers. “I see him, but not now; I behold him, but 
not near. A star will come out of Jacob; a scepter will rise out 
of Israel.” God’s Word declares that one day a new star would 
appear over the Holy Land and this star would be the sign of 
the birth of a ruler of the Jewish people.  

The Magi stepped out in faith and trust in God’s Word. The star 
led them to Jerusalem, the capital of Judah, the place a king 
should be. The Magi would most likely not had access to the 
writings of the later prophets which prophesised the exact 
location of the birth of Israel’s King. Herod, a non-Jew who had 
been made king by the Roman Empire, was greatly disturbed 
by the revelation received from the Magi. News concerning the 
birth of a rival king could place his grip on power in jeopardy.  

He asked the religious authorities of the day, the Priests and 
Scribes of Israel, to identify this special king’s birthplace. The 
religious elite declared that the Prophet Micah (5:2, 4) had 
prophesied that the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem, a 
little city within a short distance from Jerusalem. Herod sent 
the Magi there and asked them to report their findings back to 
him so that he could also worship this newborn king.  

Once again, the Magi stepped out in faith and trust to 
Bethlehem. Their faith was rewarded, as the star came to rest 
over Bethlehem. The star led them right to Jesus and his 
mother Mary. When they beheld the child, a sudden 
realization overtook them. God opened their eyes, hearts and 
minds. God revealed Jesus’ divinity to them at that moment. 

http://www.gracelutherankelowna.com/
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They came to believe that they were looking at the very Son of 
God. The one and only response to that revelation was to bow 
down and worship the child. Their epiphany led them to other 
acts of worship and praise of the child. These acts of worship 
also pointed to Jesus’ identity.  

They gave him gold, a gift fit for a king. The gold proclaimed 
that Jesus would be a ruler. The Magi were not Jews and 
signaled that the Messiah would rule over the Gentiles.   

The gift of frankincense, or incense, proclaimed that Jesus was 
also to be our great High Priest. A High Priest acts as an 
intermediary between God and human beings. He offers 
prayers to God on behalf of the faithful and offers sacrifices for 
sin. The Magi also gave Jesus the gift of myrrh. It is a spice 
which is used to anoint the bodies of the deceased.  

The Magi proclaim that Holy Scripture will always teach and 
reveal that Jesus is the King of Kings and Lord of Lords. King 
Jesus’ most passionate desire is to rule over our hearts and 
minds. We demonstrate his Lordship over our lives by 
assembling regularly for praise and worship. When we offer 
our time, treasurers and talents to the church we proclaim 
Jesus is our King. We also show Jesus is our King when we love 
our enemies, freely forgive others and engage in random acts 
of kindness in Jesus’ Name. Until Jesus returns, Christians will 
live under the authority of secular government. The Apostle 
Paul declares that these authorities are established by God. In 
Romans 13:1, Jesus calls his followers to “Render to Caesar the 
things that are Caesar's; and to God the things that are God's."  
He calls us to obey civil authorities, unless they direct 
Christians to act in a wat which contravenes God’s word.  We 
show Jesus is our king when we refuse to obey human 
authorities when they ask us to contravene God’s Word.  

The Magi reveal that Scripture proclaims that Jesus is our great 
High Priest. The books of the New Testament declare that 
Jesus was the great intermediary between God and people. In 
John 14:6, Jesus said that He was the way, the truth and the 
life and the only way to God.  

The Old Testament declares that the High Priest’s greatest role 
was on the annual Day of Atonement. The High Priest would 
enter the Holy of Holies, the most sacred part of God’s Temple 
in Jerusalem, and beg God to forgive the sins of His people. The 
Holy of Holies was separated by a curtain. The High Priest could 
only enter this sacred space with a bowl containing the blood 
of a sacrifice offered for sin.  

On Good Friday Jesus was crucified on the cross, died and was 
buried. His blood was spilled and, at that precise moment, the 
curtain that separated God from humanity was ripped from 
top to bottom (Matthew 27:51); thereby declaring that the 
sacrificial death of this great High Priest opened the way for all 
who believe into God’s throne room and His presence.  John’s 
Gospel testifies that before he was buried Jesus’ body was 
anointed with a mixture of myrrh and aloes and wrapped in 
strips of linen (John 19:39-40). Death could not keep Jesus 
down. The Scriptures reveal that Jesus rose from the dead. All 
those who believe that Jesus is the King of Kings, the great High 
Priest who was also offered as a sacrifice for sin and that he 

rose from the dead will have a Shepherd King who will guide 
them through this life and into eternity.  

Throughout 2018, I pray that we will all have many epiphanies. 
I pray that as the Gospel of Jesus is proclaimed in our 
assemblies the Holy Spirit will take hold of our minds and think 
through them. I pray that Jesus will cover our hearts and minds 
and that we will reflect His light by our words and deeds.  

Yours in Christ,  Pastor Ed 

Youth Group 

Pastor David meets with our youth once a month.  

Upcoming Events include: 

January 27th -  Big White Event – Please meet at the 

church at 12:30PM and we will return to the church 

around 7:00PM. 
 

For More information about Youth activities please call 

Pastor David at 250.769.5685. 
 

CONFIRMATION NOTICE: 
Confirmation classes will start up again in the New Year 

on Wednesday, January the 10th, 2018, at 4:00PM.  

2018 CONFIRMATION SUNDAY - Sunday June 3rd will 

be confirmation Sunday for students who are in 2nd year 

confirmation. 

COMPASSION CORNER 
Please member everyone in our 
church family who mourns 
including the Selcho, Burnett, 
Krusel/Splett and Hanson families; 
and those in need of prayer at 
home including Peter Hess, Frieda 
Splett, Gerald & Nedra Schuler, 
Mary Timmerman, John Burt, Al 
Hamilton, Bruce Poirier, Arline 
Nikolaj, Tom Lesosky, Evelyn 
Werner, Doris Lyseng, Lilly 

Matzigkeit, Don Nikolaj, Bill Doyle, Lorraine Logan, Jake Pauls, 
Mary Pauls, Ella Balija, Clayton Hack, Gertraude Kreissig, 
Krystian Poirier, Mary Toth, Lorraine Wentland, Diane 
Hamilton, Annamarie Mayer, Marian Ruff, Ferne Sather, Dean 
Rigsby, Helene Hack, Tema Fenson, Lil Smith and Jean Madsen. 
Come near to God and He will come near to you. James 4:8a. 
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Congregational Life 

Christian 
Education 
Sundays  
10:15AM: Discussion Group meets 
with Pastor Jim Statham immediately 
following the 9:00 AM worship 
service. Classes resume January 7th, 
2018 

10:30AM: Sunday School. Our Sunday 
School meets during the 10:30 AM 
service. Classes resume January 14th, 
2018 

Wednesdays  
9:30 AM: Ladies Bible Study a group of 
ladies meets with Lilias Statham on 
Wednesday mornings from 9:30 to 
11:00 AM. If you want more 
information, please call Lilias at 
250.767.0153.   Classes resume 
January 10th, 2018 

11:00 AM: Bible Study.  This group 
meets with one of our pastors for 
about an hour. Bring a bag lunch for 
fellowship and discussion after the 
study.  Classes resume January 10th, 
2018 

Confirmation: Pastor David meets 
with the Confirmands on Wednesdays 
at 4:00PM. Students who turned 12 in 
2017, or are older, may be eligible for 
our Confirmation program. Please call 
Pastor David at 250.769.5685 if you 
have any questions about our 
Confirmation program.  Classes 
resume January 10th, 2018. 

Serving Others 

Volunteer at the  
Kelowna Gospel Mission  
251 Leon Ave, Kelowna, BC 

On the 4th Tuesday of every month a 
team from Grace Lutheran goes to the 
Kelowna Gospel Mission. They help in 
the kitchen with lunch and dinner 
preparation. If you are would like to 

serve in this way, please contact 
Corinn Lutz at 250.869.8092 or by 
email:   timcorlutz@gmail.com 

 

 

West Kelowna - Youth at   
Risk – Meal Preparation  
Grace Lutheran congregation has 
committed to preparing a meal for 50 
youth on the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month.   

You can help in many ways: 

• Make a special donation for the 
cost of the food used to make the 
meal. 

• Transport the meal from our 
church to the Boys and Girls Club 
facility on Main Street. The meal is 
served at 4:30 PM.  

Prepare an entrée, dessert or other 
item for the meal at your home and 
bring it to the church on the 2nd 
Tuesday at noon. If you want to help 
call Iris MacKinlay at 778.754.1541 or 
Innes Wunderlich at 778.754.3212. 

Rides to Church   
Do you need a ride to Sunday services 
or special congregational events? 
Would you be willing to give someone 
a ride to Sunday services or special 
events?  

Call Nora Steffenhagen at 778. 
478.4117, she will match those who 
need a ride and those willing to give a 
ride.  

Serving in Worship 

Special Music 
We love to include Special Music at the 
10:30 service.  If you would be 
interested in singing a hymn for special 
music, or playing an instrumental piece 
during the offering, please put your 
name on the special music sign-up 
sheet on the bulletin board and Miriam 
will be in touch with you. 

Praise Band  
Praise Band practices on Friday 
afternoons at 4:00 p.m. They lead the 
congregation in song at the 9:00 AM 
service. We welcome anyone who has a 
voice and wants to sing to the Lord. 
Please speak to Deni Skutshek 
250.862.9098 or the Church Office 
250.769.5685 for information. 

 

Grace Choir  
From September through May Grace Choir 
provides a special musical offering during 
worship on the first and third Sunday of each 
month. We welcome anyone who has a voice 
and wants to sing to the Lord. We practice on 
Thursdays from 7:00-8:30PM.  Practices 
resume Thursday January 18th, 2018. If you 
have any questions, please speak to Deni 
Skutshek 250.862.9098 or the Church Office 
250.769.5685 for information. 

Sound Booth 
Are you interested in working with the team 
that run the sound booth? Please contact our 
church office an 250.769.5685 and Miriam will 
put you in touch with Al Hamilton or another 
member of our tech team.  

Fellowship 
Ladies’ Breakfast: Our ladies gather at 9:00 

AM for breakfast at the Gatekeeper 
Restaurant in Westbank the first Saturday of 
the month.  Postponed Until Further Notice.  

Men’s Breakfast: This month, our men 

gather at 8:30 AM for breakfast in the 
Fellowship Hall at Grace Lutheran on Saturday 
January 13th. All men are welcome!  

Happiness Group Luncheon:  
The next Happiness Group luncheon is on 
Thursday May 3rd at 11:30 AM. We enjoy 
singing, devotions, fellowship, fun and more.  
Register by calling the church office 
250.769.5685; sign-up sheet (posted in April); 
or email: info@gracelutherankelowna.com  

 

 

Council and Committee 
Meetings 
Church Council will meet on Tuesday 
January 9th at 7:00 PM in the Fireside 
Room.   

Worship and Music Committee will 
meet Friday January 26, 2018 at 3:00 PM 
in the Fireside Room  

Stewardship Committee will meet on 
Tuesday February 6th at 2:00 PM in the 
Fireside Room. 

 

mailto:timcorlutz@gmail.com
mailto:info@gracelutherankelowna.com
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December at Grace Lutheran 
Church  
December 14th Happiness Group Christmas Luncheon. 

Seventy-five (75) happy people 
enjoyed a feast of turkey & 
trimmings, enthusiastic singing and 
great messages from the pastors at 
our Christmas Happiness Group 
Luncheon. 

The tables were beautifully 
decorated in a color scheme of 
silver and blue by Nedra Schuler 
and her crew. Each participant 

received a special ornament, called “Christmas In a Nutshell,” 
made under the direction of Nedra Schuler. The ornament 
consisted of baby Jesus, wrapped in cloth and lying in a manger 
made from a walnut shell. The decoration reminds us that 
Jesus is the reason for the season. Through His immaculate 
conception and virgin birth, he rescued conception and birth 
from the power of sin and the power of the Devil. The meal 
was catered by Reane and her kitchen crew. Thanks to Nedra 
Schuler, Nora Steffenhagen, Linda Hassman and Len & Shari 
Gibbons for all their help. Edith Grube accompanied the many 
Christmas Carols we sang with great enthusiasm. 

December 17th Sunday School Program.  
On Sunday December 17th our 
Sunday School and confirmands 
took an important role in our 
10:30 AM worship service. They 
led worship by proclaiming the 
Christmas Gospel in word and 
song.  

Their program, entitled: “Come 
Let Us Adore Him,” was inspired 
by the Christmas Carol classic “O 
Come All Ye Faithful.” The congregation and the Sunday School 
class sang the first and last verses of the hymn. The Sunday 
School class sang the verses in between, between narration 
and the reading of Christmas Gospel Luke 2:1-20.  Every 
student was given lines to say during the program.  They all did 
so well. The program proved to be a success and was adored 
by the congregation. Each participant received a Christian 
book as a gift from the congregation. 

Sunday December 24th - Fourth Sunday in Advent & 
Christmas Eve.  
In 2017 the Fourth Sunday in Advent and Christmas Eve fell on 
the same day, Sunday. Worship and Music Committee felt it 
was important to have worship on Sunday morning and 
worship on Christmas Eve with our two traditional Candlelight 
services. The committee proposed one morning service at 
10:00 AM. The service would include the lighting of the 4th 
Advent Candle. The format of the rest of the service would be 
reading from Scripture and singing of Christmas Carols.  

 

10:00 AM -  Service of Nine Carols and Nine Readings.  
The service began with the lighting of the 
candles of Hope, Peace and Joy. The 
Candle of Love was lit following a brief 
litany.  As the name implies, this service 
included nine Scripture lessons and nine 
Christmas Carols. Our Pastors read the 
nine Scripture lessons. The lessons began 

in the 3rd Chapter of Genesis and ended with John 1:1-14. 
Hymns included: “Once in David’s Royal City,” “O Come, O 
Come, Emmanuel,” “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming,” and ended 
with “Joy to the World.” Thanks to Ellie Schindel for 
accompanying the service. A total of 98 worshipers 
participated in this hour-long service.  

5:00 PM & 7:00 PM Candlelight Services  

 
We were truly blessed with two very distinct worship services 
on Christmas Eve.  

5:00 PM Service. Grace Lutheran’s Solace quartet called us all 
to worship with a beautiful acapella hymn, “Thou Shalt Know 
Him When He Comes.” Grace Praise Band led the 175 
worshipers in attendance through all the Christmas Carols and 
provided special music during offering called, “When Hope 
Came Down.” Pastor David gave a Children’s message which 
invited all in attendance to sing, “Mary’s Boy Child,” with him.  
Pastor Ed preached.  

7:00 PM Service.  The second service began with a Call to 
Worship consisting of a violin trio, including Aimee Vant 
Geloof, Stephanie Vant Geloof & Sandra Wilmot (their violin 
teacher), playing a medley of Christmas songs. Grace Choir’s 
special music was entitled, “Great Joy Medley,” taken from 
Handel’s Messiah, directed by Deni Skutshek and accompanied 
by Melodie Petersen. Our small group, Full of Grace, provided 
a beautiful offertory entitled, “Manger Songs.” Ellie Schindel 
provided musical accompaniment for the service and Aimee & 
Stephanie led us into, “Silent Night,” on the violin as we lit our 
candles before singing this amazing hymn.  

December 25th Christmas Day Service. 

 
54 people came out for our Christmas Day Service with Holy 
Communion which was very quiet and pensive.   
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Anthony Lau – Plays with the 
Okanagan Symphony Orchestra 

Okanagan Symphony Orchestra’s 
(OSO) 2017 Christmas special 
Christmas concert was titled 
“Ringing in the Season.” The 
orchestra was joined on stage by  
Okanagan Handbell Chorus, 
British Columbia’s elite hand bell 
ringers. The bell ringers truly 

added a sparkle to the music. Their musical contribution truly 
rang in the holiday season.  The Okanagan’s (and Grace 
Lutheran’s) own Anthony Lau was also featured on classical 
harmonica. The beautiful tone of his harmonica blended 
exquisitely with the orchestra. The OSO and guests performed 
wonderful arrangements of well-loved carols. Anthony 
accompanied the orchestra on four musical pieces. The 
audience was invited to sing several Christmas carols. All the 
carols sung by the audience were Christian carols. It was 
certainly a warm and festive evening for the whole family. 

The concert was performed at the Vernon Performing Arts 
Center on Thursday December 21st, at the Kelowna Community 
Theater on Friday December 22nd, and the Cleland Community 
Theater in Penticton on Saturday December 23rd. God has truly 
blessed Anthony with musical ability and the desire to share it. 
Bravo Anthony! 

Thank You! from our Pastors   

Pastor Ed & Deni and Pastor David & Innes wish to take this 
opportunity to thank our congregation for many cards and gifts 
that you all showered upon us during the Christmas season 
despite our unworthiness. We thank God for Grace 
Congregation and your generosity. We are truly blessed to 
serve Grace Congregation and love you all.  

Work Bee to Start Epiphany  
The Feast of the Epiphany is 
celebrated on January 6th. 
The festival celebrates the 
wise men encountering the 
infant Jesus. Come celebrate 
the festival of the Epiphany 
early on Friday, January 5th. 

We will gather at 11:00 AM in the sanctuary. We will put away 
our Christmas decorations. When we are finished packing our 
decorations away, we will have a devotion on Epiphany and 
then enjoy a delicious lunch provided for by the church.  

The Year Ahead   
We look forward to 2018 and the opportunities for worship. 
The seasons of the Church year and the important festivals and 
services for each season are listed below:  

Season of Epiphany: January 6th to February 13th 

Sunday January 7th  Jesus’ Baptism  

Sunday February 11th  Transfiguration Sunday   

Season of Lent: March 1st to April 15th 
Wednesday February 14th    Ash Wednesday Service  

Shrove Pancake Supper 

Sunday February 18th    1st Sunday in Lent  

Thursday February 22nd     Midweek Lenten Service 6:00 PM  

Sunday February 25th   2nd Sunday in Lent  

Wednesday March 1st     Midweek Lenten Service 6:00 PM 

Sunday March 4th   3rd Sunday in Lent  

Thursday March 8th     Midweek Lenten Service 6:00 PM 

Sunday March 11th  4th Sunday in Lent  

Thursday March 15th    Midweek Lenten Service 6:00 PM 

Sunday March 18th  5th Sunday in Lent  

Thursday March 22nd  Midweek Lenten Service 6:00 PM 

Sunday March 25th  Palm Sunday Service  

Thursday March 29th   Maundy Thursday Service 

 Friday March 30th  Good Friday Service  

Season of Easter 

Sunday April 1st   Easter Sunday  

Sunday April 8th   2nd Sunday in Easter  

Sunday April 15th 3rd Sunday in Easter  

Sunday April 22nd   4th Sunday in Easter  

Sunday April 29th 5th Sunday in Easter  

Sunday May 6th   6th Sunday in Easter  

Sunday May 13th  7th Sunday in Easter  

Sunday May 20th Pentecost Sunday  

Sunday’s After Pentecost: May 27 to November 25th    

Sunday May 27th  Holy Trinity Sunday  

Sunday June 3rd  Confirmation Sunday 

Sunday October 28th  Reformation Sunday 

Sunday November 4th  All Saints Sunday 

Sunday November 25th  Christ the King  

 

Bringing a Cake to Sunday Coffee Fellowship? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are bringing a Birthday or Anniversary Cake to 

share during Coffee Fellowship, please let the group 

leader for the month know. 

Coco Heebner 250.769.6124; Karen Arend 250.769.5126; 

Erika Burt 250.768.5912 Victoria Napora; 778.754.1157; 

and Margaret Knoess 250.768.0157. 
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Grief: The Jesus Way 

Pastor Rick Bergh will lead a 

Bereavement Ministry Retreat 

May 26
th
 at Grace Lutheran 

9:00 AM – 4:00 PM  

Cost $25.00 (Includes lunch) 

 

How to Get Through Grief 

…or at least know you’re moving forward 

People get stuck in their grief, but all they really want is 
their joy restored. Jesus left his disciples with some 
incredible insights into grief that work for us still today. 
Learn what these are and help others by responding to the 
scriptural mandate to bear one another’s burdens.  

This retreat is for anyone who gone through a significant 
loss and wonders if the pain will ever go away.   

Topics include: 
• Purpose Driven Grief   

• Defeating the Biggest Reason People Get Stuck. 

• Constructing the Game Plan That Will Keep the 
Connection Going.  

• Leaning How to Tell Your New Story in a Different Way. 

• Exploring Unique Mourning Practices That Work for You 
and Your Family. 

• Healthy Remembering of Your Love One Who Died. 

Through short educational sessions, individual reflection 
and group interaction, each participant will go away with a 
blueprint to help them get through grief from a scriptural 
perspective and in their unique manner in order to 
experience joy again. You are not alone. Join others in this 
weekend experience and go home, knowing there is hope 
for your future while still honoring the one you miss.  

Rev. Rick Bergh (M.Div., CT, NT), is an ordained minister and 
serves a parish in Victoria, BC. He is a best-selling author, 
speaker, narrative therapist and workshop leader. God has 
called him to a ministry as a Thanatologist (specialist in death, 
dying and bereavement). Rick has first-hand experience at 
transitioning through loss and leads workshops and speaks 
throughout North America on grief and bereavement. You can 
learn more about his work at: www.rickbergh.com. 
 
 
 

Other Items & Events 
Roofing Material Replacement  

The roof over the original church, which consists of the 

Fellowship Hall, Narthex and Fireside Room has begun to leak. 
In September of 2017 water leaked through the ceiling in the 
northwest corner of the fellowship Hall. The same area leaked 
again in early December. Water has leaked through the ceiling 
in the Narthex near the doors to the sanctuary.  

The roof over the original church is a tar and gravel roof. It was 
installed in the early 1980’s and is thus about 35 years old. We 
have had three roofing companies look at our roof. All three 
have recommended that we replace the existing roofing 
material. Council concurs with their decision. We could keep 
patching the roof with the hope of extending the life of the 
existing roof. However, patching will cost us each time it is 
completed, and water leaks will damage the plywood and 
structural members under the roof covering.  

Council solicited three estimates for replacing the roof 
covering over the original church. Each roofing company 
agreed to remove and dispose of the existing roofing materials 
and replace them with a modern state of the art torch-on or 
heat-sealed roofing system.  Flynn Canada submitted a bid in 
the amount of $41,220 (plus taxes); Kelowna Roofing 
submitted a bid in the amount of $36,900.00 (plus taxes) and 
Elite Roofing & Sheet Metal in the amount of $32,285.29 (plus 
taxes). The three bids were reviewed, and it was believed that 
the bid from Elite Roofing should be accepted. Elite Roofing 
has agreed to replace any damaged sheets of plywood 
detected under the roof for $2.00 per square feet for 5/8-inch 
plywood and $1.50 per square foot for ½ inch plywood.  

Grace Council would like to put out an appeal to Grace 
congregation to contribute $15,000.00 towards the new roof. 
We believe that the Building Reserve fund will cover the 
remaining amount. We believe God is calling us to send Grace 
Congregation into the future on a good financial footing and 
with its financial house in order. Therefore, we want to 
encourage as many of our members as is possible to make a 
special donation above and beyond regular offerings for the 
roof replacement. Please write, “Special Roof Appeal” in the 
Memo section of your donation cheque.  Donations more than 
the amount required will be retained in the Building Reserve 
Fund. Grace Council thanks you for your prayerful 
consideration of this worthy project.  

God Bless You and a very Happy New Year from your Church 
Council.  

 

http://www.rickbergh.com/
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CALC President’s trAveL 

Itinerary 

February 8-10, 2018 Pastor Ed to participate in the Board 
Meeting for the Institute of Lutheran Theology in Brookings 
South Dakota.  

February 17-18, 2018. On the 17th Pastor Ed will attend a 
cluster meeting at Martin Luther Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
meet with the host church council and on the 18th lead worship 
at Martin Luther. 

April 20-21. Alberta Cluster meeting at Deer Valley Meadows 
Christian Camp and Retreat Center near Alix, Alberta.  

October 7-10, 2018 Pastor Ed will attend the LCMC Annual 
Gathering in Des Moines, Iowa, USA. 

October 23-25, 2018. Pastor Ed will facilitate the CALC Pastors’ 
Retreat at Deer Valley Meadows Christian Cam 

p and Retreat Center near Alix, Alberta.  

October 26-28, 2018. Pastor Ed will chair the CALC Annual 
General Convention at Deer Valley Meadows Christian Camp 
and Retreat Center near Alix, Alberta. 

In Loving Memory 
Irma Violet Krusel (née 

Hak) was born in Grandora, 
Saskatchewan on January 31, 
1931 to John and Ida Hak. She 
was the youngest of four 
children; her two brothers were 
Erich and Hugo and her sister 
was Frieda. She was baptised 
March 13, 1931. Over the next 
several years her family lived in 
several farming communities in 
Saskatchewan, the Fraser Valley, 
Ontario and Manitoba. In 1944, 

they settled in the Kelowna area where Irma attended Rutland 
School and was confirmed at First Lutheran Church in 1945.  

After marrying Henry Krusel in 1948, Irma left the sunny 
Okanagan for Prince George in the cold North. The day of their 
arrival the temperature was minus 45° -- not a warm welcome! 
Their marriage was blessed with three wonderful children – a 
daughter Darlene and two sons Allan and Donald. The Krusel 
family stayed and enjoyed Prince George for 30 years. Irma 
was actively involved in church affairs, was a homemaker and 
also started working at Woodwards department store in 1964; 
she worked there for 16 years and oversaw many $1.49 days. 

In 1980, after all three children had graduated and left Prince 
George, Irma and Henry moved back to Kelowna so that Irma 
could spend more time with her parents. But luck was not with 
her and within three years both of her parents had passed to 
their heavenly home. We plan – God rules. 

While living in Kelowna, Irma worked at the Marks & Spencer 
store for ten years. Upon retiring, Irma volunteered at Kelowna 
Hospital, the Cancer Centre and at the yearly flu clinics. 

She passed away peacefully on November 21, 2017 due to 
complications from a rare form of cancer. At her side were 
Pastor Ed, her sister Frieda Splett, her niece Dianna Rawson 
and grandniece Heather Sandager. 

Left to mourn are a loving daughter Darlene (Ian) Brown, two 
sons Allan (Shirley) Krusel and Don (Gail) Krusel; three 
granddaughters Kristin, Brianna and Olivia and grandson 
Robert; step-grandchildren Michelle, Nicole, Holly and Calum; 
sister Frieda Splett, niece Dianna Rawson and her children 
John, Heather and Denver, sister-in-law Ann Hak; numerous 
nieces and nephews and step-great-grandchildren; and family 
and friends. Irma was predeceased by her parents John and Ida 
Hak, brothers Erich and Hugo, brother-in-law Henry Splett, 
sister-in-law Ingrid Hak and her young nephew Gary Splett. 

God be with you all until we meet again 

A Celebration of Life was held at Grace Lutheran Chruch on 
Monday December 4, 2017, with Pastor Ed and Pastor David 
officiating.  

 

Martha Selcho 
April 15, 1932 – December 13, 2017 

Martha passed away 
peacefully on Wednesday, 
December 13, 2017 with 
family by her side. Survived 
by her loving husband 
Walter; daughters: Evelyn 
(Grant) Bridgeman of 
Winnipeg, Erica Neumann of 
Calgary; grandchildren: 
Laurissa and Garrett 
Bridgeman, Emily and Milla 
Rivera Neumann and (their 
father Martin Rivera); sister 

Edith Bischoff of Germany; nieces: Brigitte and Monika and 
nephew Helmut. Predeceased by her husband Theodor 
Neumann. A Funeral Service was  held on Monday, December 
18th at 10:00 am at Grace Lutheran Church, 1162 Hudson 
Road, West Kelowna, BC, with interment  in the Westbank 
Cemetery and  Pastor Ed officiating. 
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     JANUARY 2018 – Grace Lutheran 

Church 
 
Sunday Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

 1 2                               3 4 5 6 
 Happy New Year! 

– Office Closed - 

 

 
 
 

   
  

11:00AM 
Volunteers take 
down Christmas 
decorations. Lunch 
& devotions to 
follow 
4:00PM Praise Band 

Feast of the 
Epiphany 

 

 School  Break School  Break School  Break 

 Pastor Ed away   Pastor Ed away  Pastor Ed away Pastor Ed away 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
Baptism of Our 
Lord  
9:00AM C-Worship   
10:15-11:15AM 
Discussion Group 
10:30AM T-
Worship  
School Break- no 
Sunday School 

7:00PM Spectrum Singers  2:00PM Village at 
Smith Creek 
Chapel PD 
7:00PM Church 
Council 

9:30-11:00AM 
Ladies Study Fireside 
Room 
11:00AM Bible 
Study & Table Talk 
4:00PM 
Confirmation 

5:30PM Girl Guides  
 
 
 

4:00PM Praise Band 
 

 

8:30AM Men’s 
Breakfast at Grace 
Lutheran in the 
Fellowship Hall 
 

 

Pastor Ed away  Pastor Ed away  Pastor Ed away  Pastor Ed away 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
Epiphany 2 
9:00AM C-Worship   
10:15-11:15AM 
Discussion Group 
10:30AM T-
Worship  
10:45 AM Sunday 
School 

7:00PM Spectrum Singers  9:30-11:00AM 
Ladies Study Fireside 
Room 
11:00AM Bible 
Study & Table Talk 
4:00PM 
Confirmation 

5:30PM Girl Guides  
7:00 PM Choir 
Practice 

4:00PM Praise Band  
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Ed away Pastor Ed away      

21 22 23  24 25 26 27 
Epiphany 3 
9:00AM C-Worship   
10:15-11:15AM 
Discussion Group 
10:30AM T-
Worship  
10:45 AM Sunday 
School 
 

7:00PM Spectrum Singers 
 
 

2:00PM Pine Acres 
Chapel PE 
 

9:30-11:00AM 
Ladies Study Fireside 
Room 
11:00AM Bible 
Study & Table Talk 
4:00PM 
Confirmation  

5:30PM Girl Guides  
7:00 PM Choir 
Practice 
 

3:00PM Worship & 
Music 

4:00PM Praise Band  

12:30PM Big White 
Youth Event (we 
will be back at the 
church at 7:00PM) 
1:00-4:00 PM 
Emmaus Finnish 
Service 
  

28 29 30 31    
Epiphany 4 
9:00AM C-Worship   
10:15-11:15AM 
Discussion Group 
10:30AM T-
Worship  
10:45 AM Sunday 
School 
2:00PM 
Brookhaven Chapel 
SK 
 

7:00PM Spectrum Singers  9:30-11:00AM 
Ladies Study Fireside 
Room 
11:00AM Bible 
Study & Table Talk 
4:00PM 
Confirmation 
6:00PM Service of 
Healing 

   

 

      
     

 
 


