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As 2014 comes to a close, most news organizations
will announce the Top News Makers of the Year.
Most likely they will be: the spread of Ebola, the
disappearance of the Malaysian Airline flight
MH370, the rise of ISIS, the crisis in the Ukraine and
the passing of certain celebrities. Most of these
news items affected our hearts and concerns. These
headlines help to define our year and guide our
prayers at home and church. As we take account and
determine if 2014 was a favourable year for us
personally, we sometimes forget the news headlines
and the pain that our world goes through. Over time
our emotions can become numbed as we watch the
repeating news cycle on the 24 hour news channels.
We also neglect those who did not make the
headlines or the 30-second sound bite that is geared
to arouse our emotions.
Three people that did not make the top headlines
this year, nor will be nominated as News Maker or
Person of the Year are, Meriam Ibrahim, Asia Bibi,
and Saeed Abedinin. As you read this article you
most likely are asking yourself, “Who are these
people?” If you are, then I have made my point
clearly. These three individuals are people of the
Christian faith who have been imprisoned because
they choose to live out their faith in countries that do
not allow religious freedom. We take for granted
our religious freedom in Canada, as in the case of
“Trinity Western University,” and it should alert us
that the religious freedom we have now, may not be
guaranteed in the future. Back to my question, who
are the three individuals that I have mention?
Saeed Abedini is a pastor in Iran who has been in
prison nearly two years, accused of sharing the
gospel in a forbidden Christian underground church.
Asia Bibi is a mother of five children who is
imprisoned in Pakistan.
A Christian woman,
accused of having a disagreement about the Muslim
prophet Muhammad with Muslim women.
Meriam Ibrahim was released from prison this
year. She gave birth to her child in shackles while in

Pastor Ed’s Message

a Sudanese prison because she would not renounce
her Christian faith and convert to Islam. This is just
a handful of people, and you & I know there are
many more.

What’s In Your Portfolio?
Published in the Capital News January 9th

As we move into the Epiphany season, I hope and
pray that those in the world who do not know our
Lord and Saviour will have the meaning of Epiphany
revealed to them. The meaning of Epiphany is to
know the divine nature of Jesus. We hope that as
Christians, we open our eyes to our brothers and
sisters in Christ who are being imprisoned because
they have this revelation in places in the world where
there are laws against this type of epiphany. As we
reflect on these saints it reminds me of 1 Peter 3:1415: "But even if you should suffer for righteousness’
sake, you are blessed. “And do not be afraid of their
threats, nor be troubled.” But sanctify the Lord God
in your hearts, and always be ready to give a
defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the
hope that is in you, with meekness and fear."

It’s that time of the year again. 2014 is now history
and 2015 is a mystery. Over the next few weeks
investors will be receiving year-end statements from
those who manage and oversee their investments.
Prudent investors will look very carefully at each
year-end statement. They will scrutinize the revenue
earned by each company from all sources and the
expenses incurred by that company, together with
fees charged. They will be looking at the rate of
return for each of their investments. They will
identify the winners and losers. Investors want a
return on their money, the higher the return the
better. They will divest themselves of, or sell, an
investment that does not produce a return and
reinvest any money recouped with a company that
will produce a return.

As the New Year greets us we have reason for hope.
The hope, Jesus Christ, lives within us and we
need to share that hope and be ready and prepared
when people question and want to know about our
faith. Through Jesus we are heralds of epiphany for
those living in a dark world. May we be a blessing to
many in this year of our Lord 2015.

Prudent investors will also take a good long look at
the types of investments that make up their
portfolio. Investment advisors almost always advise
investors to “diversify” their investments, which is
just a fancy way of saying “Don’t put all your eggs in
one basket.” We all know the danger of putting all
your eggs in one basket. If your single investment
increases in value you may be set for life. If the same
investment crashes you may lose everything and
have to start over again, (if that is possible). Prudent
investors put some of their money in the stock
market, some in the bond market, some in the
commodities market and some in the bank in the
form of GIC’s. Others simply invest in Mutual Funds
that hold a large basket of many different stocks
and/or bonds. If we diversify our investments we
spread the risks of investment. If the stock market
goes down, the bond market will hopefully go up and
offset the loss, thus protecting our principal and
ensuring the health of our investment portfolio.

May the season of Epiphany be a blessing to you and
your family and may Jesus be a divine inspiration
and blessing to your home. Christus mansinem
benedicat. “May Christ bless (your) this home,” and
may we be mindful of it throughout the year.
In Christ,

Pastor David – With Blessed New Year’s Greetings
from the Staff at Grace Lutheran.

As prudent investors, we should also look at how we
are investing another one of our most precious
resource: our time. It is important to remember that
once time is spent, we can never get it back. We must
ask if the time we spend is properly diversified
among many activities, or do we put most all of our
time in one basket? We should look at the rate of
return on the time we spend on our daily activities.
We must ask if any given activity enriches us or
depletes our physical and emotional resources.

Asia Bibi

Meriam Ibrahim

Many of us invest a lot of our time working at a job,
career, business, or other calling. We receive a return
on that investment: compensation and the sense of
accomplishment and satisfaction that comes from
honest labor. We have to look at our attitude toward

Pastor Saeed Abedini
2

work. Some people say: “I live to work!” Others say
“I work to live.” Some love their jobs so much that
they can’t spend enough time on the job. Others
don’t seem to have a passion for their work. They
work at those jobs because they need to do
something in order to live. Work is an important
investment. Each one of us must consider the
amount of time we spend working very carefully.
Investing too much time and too much of energy and
passion on work can cause stress, heartache, take
years off your life and also keep you from investing
time in other very important areas of your life.
Simply punching the clock in the morning and
waiting for the day to end can also be debilitating.
This attitude drains energy and passion for work,
and it can seep into other aspects of one’s life.

are deepened and become more intimate, as we
share with one another. Trust in one another grows
and love flows more freely. The bonds between
husband and wife, parent and child, and
grandparent and grandchild become deeper and
stronger. Memories are created. The next generation
can be spurred on to struggle and endure in the face
of their challenges by the accounts of the dedication
and perseverance of their parents and grandparents.
The list of potential dividends goes on and on.
God asks each of us to consider how much time we
invest in Him. However, before we answer, God
wants us to consider how much He has invested in,
and continues to invest in, us. God created this world
and the rest of the universe for us. The Holy
Scriptures tell us that the world and the people He
first created were perfect. The first people were
duped by the Devil into trading their relationship
with God for a share in divinity, (knowing good from
evil). Adam and Eve’s investment turned into a
disaster. Sin and death came into the world. The sin
got so bad that God had to purge the world.
However, God did not give up on His investment, He
continued to invest in His creation. God vowed to
bring this investment to an end and start all over
again in a world with no sin, death or evil.

Many reading this article may no longer be in the
labor market due to retirement or other reasons.
Regardless of our employment status, we still need
to be intellectually challenged and physically active.
The retired need to find satisfaction in honest toil.
One may find the needed activity and mental
stimulation
through
volunteerism.
Schools,
hospitals, community centers, museums and
churches simply could not function without
volunteers. Those who volunteer will tell you of the
many benefits they reap.

The Holy Scriptures testify that God invested in the
lives of His chosen people from the creation of the
world to this very day. The pages of the Old and New
Testaments are filled with the accounts of God’s
chosen people who faced challenges, struggled and
endured by God’s grace, love, mercy and
encouragement. Their lives of the dedication to God
and perseverance inspire us today. The pages of the
New Testament point to the greatest life ever lived:
the life, death and resurrection of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ, the very Son of God who was
always with God and through whom we were
created. Jesus was born, lived, died and rose again
for us and for our salvation. The resurrected Jesus
returned to heaven and promised to return and
establish his eternal Kingdom. Jesus’s most
passionate desire is to give you eternal life through
faith in Him. God wants you to invest some time
listening to Him, and His Son, speak through the
words of Holy Scripture. If you are afraid that
reading and understanding Scripture is too daunting
a task, take heart, the Holy Spirit will be your guide.

Whether we are in the workforce or retired, we need
to strive to find a proper balance between the time
we spend at work and the time we spend on other
aspects of our lives. We must strive to find work that
challenges our intellect and our abilities, is satisfying
and fosters professional and personal growth.
Each one of us has to assess how much time we
invest in important relationships. How much
quality time are you spending with your spouse? Do
you take the time and effort to tell your spouse how
much you love him/or her? Are your conversations
with them deep and intimate? Do you share your
joys and sorrows with them? Do you share your
dreams and confess your fears to them? Do you ask
them to share with you those things that are
important to them, and then take the time to listen?
How much time do you spend with your children
and/or grandchildren? When you are together, what
do you do with them? Do you spend time talking? Do
you actively talk with them about things that are
important to you? Do you talk to them about your
past, your accomplishments, your victories and your
failures? Have you talked to them about difficult
times in your life where you had to persevere and
eventually overcame?

God wants you to invest some time speaking to Him.
All you have to do is bow your head and close your
eyes and pray to Him; or worship Him at a church
near you.
As we listen to God speak to us through the Holy
Scriptures and we speak to Him in prayer, praise and
worship, we will reap extraordinary dividends. Our

Investing your time in deep and meaningful
conversations with our loved ones to can lead to
extraordinary dividends and returns. Relationships
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faith and trust in God will grow. We will also learn to
look at every other investment of time in our lives in
a new and different way. A bond of friendship with
Jesus is forged. Jesus said this of his disciples who
listened to and followed him: “You are my friends if
you do what I command. I no longer call you
servants, because a servant does not know his
master’s business. Instead, I have called you
friends, for everything that I learned from my
Father I have made known to you.” (John 15:14-15).
Jesus promises to guide his friends from this life into
the life to come.

Christmas @ Grace
A Look Back

God’s most passionate desire is for us to invest in
some time in Him. You can invest some time with
God at a Church near you, and bring your family. At
Grace we invest our time with God on Sundays
mornings at 9:00AM and 10:30AM. Our children
spend time with God at Sunday School which is held
during the 10:30AM service.
In Christ

Our Christmas Season began with our 5th Annual
Christmas Joy Concert held on Friday December 5th.
About 130 braved the snow and came out for this
most wonderful event. Our audience included guests
from Care Homes - Pine Acres and Mountainview
Village. (Brookhaven, Village at Smith Creek and
Lakeview Lodge were sidelined by the weather and
other circumstances). There were many new faces in
the crowd other than care home residents. A number
of these guests had responded to our newspaper ads
or were guests of our members present.

Pastor Ed Skutshek

We thank God for you!
Deni and I were overwhelmed and humbled by the
generosity of Grace’s congregation this Christmas
season. We cherish the gifts, cards and
remembrances we received from you. We love you
and thank you from the bottom of our hearts. We
pray that God will continue to bless us all in 2015
with health, grace, faith, hope and love.

Pastor Ed was emcee for the Concert. Performers
included: Grace Choir, Full of Grace, Impromptu,
Deni Skutshek, Sandra Hartness, Garry Jespersen,
Janet Sutherland, Janet Scholz, Gerda Pagenkopf,
Ellie Schindel, and Karen and Julia Emmond. Penny
Pfahl provided an inspirational reading. Pastor
David gave a devotion which ended with him leading
the congregation in the singing of Silent Night.
Following the concert, our guests enjoyed
refreshments and visited in our Fellowship Hall.

In Christ,

Pastor Ed & Deni

It takes the efforts of many people to host the
Christmas Joy Concert; including those who
perform, our audio/visual crew, those who set and
tear down, parking lot attendants, greeters, ushers,
those who decorated the Sanctuary and Fellowship
Hall, and those who host, prepare and serve the
refreshments. A sincere thanks to all who made the
concert possible.
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Sunday December 14th the children of our Sunday
School led worship during our 10:30 service. Their
program was entitled From Heaven Above, from
Sola Publishing. The children of our Sunday School
retold the account of our Savior’s birth through
dialogue, pageant and song. The narrators were
amazing, they spoke so clearly and with conviction.
The group songs brought tears of joy to many an eye.

Tuesday December 16th just under 100 people came
out for our annual Happiness Group Christmas
Luncheon.
Those attending enjoyed a catered meal by L&D
Meats, of Kelowna, which included roast turkey,
gravy, cranberry sauce, stuffing, mashed potatoes,
carrots in butter sauce and various desserts. Our
caterers Reann, Christina and their friend, prepared
all the trimmings.

This year’s Christmas pageant was outstanding. We
must thank God for our children and those that teach
them. Special thanks to Heidi Vant Galoof, our
Sunday School Superintendent and our teachers,
Beatrice Kintzinger, Susan Zimmerman, and
Frances Smalldridge. Each of our students received
a beautiful book that tells of Jesus’ birth.

Before lunch our guests were treated to a short
concert by Solace; Gerda Pagenkopf sang two lovely
hymns after lunch; and Janet Scholz accompanied
group hymns. Pastor Ed emceed the event, and
Pastor David gave the devotion.
Hosting a Happiness Group meal requires the joint
efforts of many. Tables are set up, decorated and
then taken down, a program is developed, a
guestbook is prepared, the meal is planned and
arrangements are made for catering. Wilma
Lechner, Gerda Broz, Karen Arend, Mary Pauls,
Stella Stefan, and Yvonne Baumer are the core group
who work behind the scenes. A sincere thanks to all
who made the luncheon possible.
Christmas Eve Candlelight Services: 237
attended the 5:00PM service, where Pastor Ed
preached. For the first time in Grace’s history three
children were baptized during the service: Chloe
Brooklyn Scott, Siena Aila Scott and Andrew Scott
Norman. All three children are Dick & Pia Scotts’
grandchildren. Chloe and Siena are their son Risto’s
daughters. Andrew is their daughter Mia’s son. 137
attended the second service, where Pastor David
preached and utilized all his gifts during his sermon;
including his humor, his ability to tell a story, preach
the gospel with clarity and sing and play guitar.
Christmas Day: 37 attended our 10:30 service of
Holy Communion, where Pastor Ed preached and
presided.
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Congregational Life

Special Music:
We love to include Special Music at our 10:30 AM service
on the 2nd, 4th and 5th Sunday of each month. If you would
be interested in singing a hymn for special music or
playing an instrumental piece during the offering please
put your name on the special music sign-up sheet on the
bulletin board and Pastor Ed will be in touch with you.

Opportunities to serve and study this
Winter season:

ladies’ BreaKfast
There will be no Breakfast on Saturday January 3rd.
Next Ladies Breakfast is Saturday February 7th at the
Gatekeeper Restaurant at 9:00 AM.

Men’s Breakfast
Men’s Breakfast Saturday January 10th 2015 at the
Gatekeeper Restaurant at 8:30 AM.

Attention All Ladies
Wednesdays 9:30-11:00 AM – Fireside Room
Starts again on January 7th

Youth at Risk

“Becoming a Woman of Simplicity”

Grace Lutheran congregation has committed to preparing a
meal for 50 youth on the 2nd Tuesday of each month. You can
help in many ways:


Make a special donation for the cost of the food used to
make the meal.



Come out to the church the 2nd Tuesday of the month at
noon and help prepare the meal.



Transport the meal from our church to the Boys and Girls
Club facility on Main Street. The meal is served at 4:30 PM.

By Cynthia Heald

Study Leader: Lilias Statham (250) 767-0153

Mid-week Bible Study
Revelation
Wednesdays 11:00 AM to Noon.

Make a dessert or other item for the meal at your home and
bring it to the church on the 2nd Tuesday at noon.

January Classes: 7, 21 & 28. No Class on January 14th.
This year we are studying the Book of Revelation. We are using
William Hendriksen’s book entitled “More Than Conquerors:
An Interpretation of the Book of Revelation.”

If you want to help call Erika Burt at (250) 768-5912 or Iris
MacKinlay at 778-754-1541.

Bring a bag lunch with you. Around noon, we begin “Table
Talk.” We enjoy our bag lunches and discuss what we have
learned in the Bible Study, other topics of interest and just
enjoy fellowship with one another.

Kelowna’s Gospel Mission
251 Leon Ave, Kelowna, BC

The 4th Tuesday of every month a team from Grace
Lutheran goes to the Gospel Mission. They help in
the kitchen with lunch and dinner preparation.

PRAISE BAND
Praise Band practices on Friday afternoons at 4:00 p.m.

If you are called to help contact Penny Pfahl @
250.707.0418
or email her at: pennymelvin@shaw.ca

They lead the congregation in song at the 9:00 AM service. We
welcome anyone who has a voice and wants to sing to the
Lord! Please speak to Deni Skutshek 250.862.9098 or the
Church Office 250.769.5685 for information.

youth event
Laser Tag with Pastor David will be on
January 11th at 12:30PM
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Grace Choir

Grace Lutheran Church
2015 Annual General Meeting

Grace Choir practices on Thursdays at 7 PM. Deni Skutshek will
be directing, and Melodie Belkie is our accompanist.
Our Grace Choir performs a musical offering on the 1st & 3rd
Sundays of each month, and during the Christmas and Easter
seasons. We welcome anyone who has a voice and wants to
sing to the Lord!

When:
Where:
Time:

Please speak to Deni Skutshek 250.862.9098 or the Church
Office 250.769.5685 for information.

Sunday February 8th
Fellowship Hall
Approximately 12:15 PM

Lunch is provided.
The Bulletin of Reports for the meeting will be
distributed after the 9:00 and 10:30 AM services on
Sunday February 1st.

We hope to see you on Thursday!

Reports for the bulletin of Reports are due Friday January
16th. Please deliver these reports to Pastor Ed by
dropping them off at his office or preferably emailing
them to him at:
ed.skutshek@gracelutherankelowna.com.
Please also email your reports to our chairman Everley
Lutz at: eflefl@telus.net.

CALC President’s
Itinerary
December 6th: Pastor Ed met with the Council at
Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church in Mission, BC. Later
that day he spoke at a Lutefisk dinner fundraiser
dinner at Camp Luther at Hatzic Lake near Mission,
BC.
December 7th: Pastor Ed preached @ Martin
Luther Congregation and then met with their Call
Committee and Church Council. At 7:00 PM Pastor
Ed presided and preached at the consecration of a
Deacon at Vancouver Chinese Lutheran Church,
Burnaby, BC.
January 31st – February 1st. Pastor Ed will be in
Cochrane, Alberta, for the first cluster meeting in the
development of CALC’s 10-year Plan. Pastor Ed will
also install Pastor Bart Eriksson as the full-time
pastor of St. Peter’s Lutheran Church in Cochrane.
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In Remembrance…
In Loving Memory of Else Schubert

TRAVEL TO THE HOLY
LAND (ISRAEL &
TURKEY) IN
NOVEMBER 2015

Else (Elsie) passed away peacefully on December 3,
2014 at Brookhaven Care Centre. Dearly beloved
wife of Fritz Max (deceased), loving mother of John
(Mary) Schubert and Inge (John Sieger);
grandmother of Peter (Andrea), Michael, Kathryn
(Michael) and Christopher and great grandmother
of Bettina, Ilona, Karsten, Alita, Emma, Eva, Beck,
Maddie, Lillie and Christopher.

Jim & Lilias Statham would like you to join them on
a tour of the Holy Land in 2015. This tour will be an
18-day Rostad Tour, which means everything is
taken care of including tips; food & accommodations
are superior; and you will experience the places
where Jesus walked & talked; prayed and performed
his many miracles; and where the apostles sat at
Jesus’ feet and learned; spread the Gospel of Jesus,
and wrote their now famous letters. We will sail on
the Sea of Galilee; gather at the Mount of Olives; and
pray in the Garden of Gethsemane, and/or whatever
you would like to do and see. Presently, it looks like
we will spend a week in Israel, and then fly to
Istanbul, visit sites there, and continue onto
Ephesus, where we can decide whether to add on a
tour of the Greek Islands. You can still be in on the
planning stage, if you are interested in this trip. If
we can register 20 people from Grace Lutheran and
a few of your friends, we will have our own tour
group. Please call Jim & Lilias Statham for more info
250.767.0153 or email jhwstatham@shaw.ca.

Fritz and Else Schubert were members of Grace
Lutheran Church. They were shut-ins for many
years. Their son John Schubert has been very active
in the life of Grace Lutheran Church. He served on
council for many years and served as chairman of
our congregation for two years.
Fritz and Else moved to Canada from Germany after
WWII. They worked very hard to better themselves
and their family. They lived the Canadian dream,
becoming homeowners, watching their children
integrate into Canadian society and their
grandchildren attend university and graduate school
and enter into professions. Pastor David presided at
Else’s Celebration of life on Monday December 8th of
2014.
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January 2015
Sunday

Monday
December 28

Tuesday

December 29

Wednesday

December 30

Thursday

December 31
9

4

5

11

12

7:00 PM
Spectrum
Singers
Practice

Saturday
2

1:30 PM
Bowling @
Capri Lanes
4:00 PM Praise
Band Practice
6
7
8
9
9:30 -11:00 AM Ladies
10:00AM Volunteers to 1:30 PM
take down Christmas
Bible Study
Bowling @
11:00 AM – Noon Bible tree & decorations
Capri Lanes
5:30 PM Girl Guides
Study Revelation
4:00 PM Praise
meet in Basement
Noon-1:00 PM Table
Band Practice
7:00 PM Choir Practice
Talk

2nd Sun. in Christmas
9:00 AM Worship C
10:30 AM Worship T
10:45 AM No
Sunday School

The Lord’s Baptism
9:00 AM Worship C
10:30 AM Worship T
10:45 AM Sunday
School

Friday
1

13

2:00 PM Chapel @
Village at Smith
Creek PD

3

New Year’s Day
Church Office
Closed

14
9:30 -11:00 AM Ladies
Bible Study

10
8:30 AM Men’s
Breakfast
@ Gatekeeper
Restaurant

15
16
17
5:30 PM Girl Guides
1:30 PM
1:00 -4:00 PM
meet in Basement
Bowling @
Finnish Service
7:00 PM Choir Practice Capri Lanes
4:00 PM Praise
Band Practice

12:00PM Stewardship
Mtg
12:30PM Youth Event
Laser Tag with Pastor
David

Pastor Ed away
18

19

2nd Sunday Epiphany 7:00 PM
9:00 AM Worship C Spectrum
10:30 AM Worship T Singers
10:45 AM Sunday School Practice

Pastor Ed away
20

1:30PM Pine Acres
Chapel PE
7:00 PM Church
Council

21
9:30 -11:00 AM Ladies
Bible Study
11:00 AM – Noon Bible
Study Revelation
Noon-1:00 PM Table
Talk

22

23

Pastor Ed away
24

5:30 PM Girl Guides
1:30 PM
meet in Basement
Bowling @
7:00 PM Choir Practice Capri Lanes
4:00 PM Praise
Band Practice

Pastor Ed away
25

3rd Sunday Epiphany
9:00 AM Worship C
10:30 AM Worship T
10:45 AM Sunday
School
1:30 PM Chapel Service
at Brookhaven PD

26

7:00 PM
Spectrum
Singers
Practice

27
28
29
10:00AM-1:00PM
9:30 -11:00 AM Ladies
5:30 PM Girl Guides
Volunteer at Kelowna Bible Study
meet in Basement
Gospel Mission
11:00 AM – Noon Bible 7:00 PM Choir Practice
Study Revelation
Noon-1:00 PM Table
Talk

2:00 PM Healing
Service at Grace
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30
1:30 PM
Bowling @
Capri Lanes
4:00 PM Praise
Band Practice

31
Pastor Ed in
Cochrane AB for
Cluster Meeting
and installation of
Pastor Bart
Eriksson at St.
Peter’s Cochrane
on Sunday Feb. 1st.

10

