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Pastor David’s Message
Why Does It Say, in the Apostles Creed,
That Jesus Descended Into Hell?
It is true, that our Lord and Saviour went to hell and
back for you! After His painful and gruelling death
on the cross, we are told in the Apostle’s Creed that
He descended into hell. This is an interesting point
in the creed, and has brought many to explain why
Jesus had to go there in the first place. I have heard
different theories: One is that he went to preach to
the lost and to save them, the other is that not even
death and the impenetrable gates of hell could defeat
our Lord and Savour Jesus Christ.
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First of all, the "hell" that is referred to in the Creed
is not the burning place of punishment. The place
that He descends to is a place of the dead. In the Old
Testament this place is called, "Sheol.” “Hades" is
another word that describes this place in our New
Testament. Both of these places are the same realm.
It is this place where the dead dwell. The "hell" that
most talk about, and the one Hollywood movies like
to portray, is the place called, "Gehenna,” the bible
calls this place the place of punishment. "Gehenna,”
was also a name of a burning garbage pit, near
Jerusalem, that was used to describe this realm. So,
when we talk about the journey of Jesus, we should
not think that He went to dance with the devil in the
pits of destruction. He went to the place of the dead.
When He had taken his last breath on the cross, the
devil thought he had won, and victory was his. Yet
Jesus proved that not even death, nor the gates that
surround it, will defeat the power of Jesus. Thus, as
Christian’s we are not to fear death and suffering. We
who follow Jesus, and believe in His power, know
that we will share in a death and resurrection like
His. This action by Jesus to descend into the place of
the dead, breaks the chains of death. It reveals that
we can live in a sure confidence that we will not be
defeated by death.
The question is, did Jesus do even more there? Did
he free others who were already there? I believe he
did. In Ephesians 4:8-10, it says, “When he ascended
on high, he took many captives and gave gifts to his

people.” To the unbeliever who reads my posting,
you may wonder, is this real? You may think this
heaven and hell thing was a made-up duality. As
humans, we want to reason, and to have proof. We
want science to explain all things. Science is a useful
tool, but has its limits. It can only explain data that
it measures. Science tells us that death is real and it
happens when the heart stops and the brain ceases
to work. Yet science has no instrument to probe or to
measure beyond death to its different realms.
Science is an earthly endeavor, and is limited to
explain the mysteries of faith. Science does not
comfort the grieving tears of a loss of a love one.
Science does not give hope to the heart. It does not
embrace and give comfort to the dying and the
suffering. It can find ways to develop chemicals to
trick our brain to diminish pain. It can balance a
person with mental illness or prolong life. This can
be useful indeed, however faith and science have
their rightful places and at times can work together.

life. 53 They came out of the tombs after Jesus’
resurrection and went into the holy city and
appeared to many people. Matthew 27:51-53 New
International Version (NIV)
In Christ, Pastor

David

Lent/Easter @ Grace
If you Google, “Lent,” you will be bombarded with all
sorts of information. Most of the websites that you
are directed to, will say this about Lent:
Lent is a season of the church. It covers 46 days. It
begins with Ash Wednesday and ends Holy
Saturday, the Saturday immediately before Easter
Sunday. The six Sundays during this 46 day period
of Lent are not included in the Lenten discipline. The
40 days of Lent correspond to the 40 days that
Jesus fasted in the desert and was tested by the
Devil. For this reason, during the 40 days of Lent,
Christians participating in the discipline of Lent eat
sparingly or give up a particular food or habit. It’s
not uncommon for people to give up meat, smoking,
television, video games, and/or dessert during
Lent. It is six weeks of self-discipline.

The Apostles Creed also has its rightful place in the
core of our Christian beliefs. Out of all the major
religions in the world. Christianity is the only faith
where we have a God who is incarnate in Jesus; who
journeys through the pain and suffering of this life.
We have a God who is willing to go to hell and back
for us. To the faithful it says to us: “Do not fear, God
has walked where one day you will walk.” Sheol, the
place of the dead, will not be a final place that will
have a hold on us. We will rise out of His likeness.
Praise be to God! For more biblical reading please
consider these passages:

Some websites hold Lent in high esteem and regard.
They see it as a time of preparation for Easter. They
see Lent as a time of purification, which includes the
discipline of fasting and abstinence, coming to terms
with their sinfulness, confession of their sin and
confession of their need of a Savior.
Still other websites attack and even vilify the Season
of Lent. Their authors will accuse those who practice
the disciplines of Lent of believing that the sacrifices
they make during the season will give them special
merits or grace from God. They declare that for this
reason and more, Lent is neither Scriptural or even
Christian.

18For

Christ also suffered once for sins, the
righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God.
He was put to death in the body but made alive in
the Spirit.19 After being made alive, he went and
made proclamation to the imprisoned spirits— 20 to
those who were disobedient long ago when God
waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark
was being built. In it only a few people, eight in all,
were saved through water, 1 Peter 3:18-20 New
International Version (NIV)

At Grace, we observe Lent every year. Lutherans
have observed Lent since the Reformation. Fasting
and abstinence have been, and will continue to be,
practiced by some Lutherans during Lent. They are
good and Scriptural disciplines.

9 (What

does “he ascended” mean except that he also
descended to the lower, earthly regions? 10 He who
descended is the very one who ascended higher than
all the heavens, in order to fill the whole universe.)
Ephesians 4:9-10 New International Version (NIV)

During Lent Lutherans don’t only give things up, we
strive to do more. We worship more. We worship
during the week, beginning with Ash Wednesday
and five Wednesdays thereafter. During Holy Week
we worship on Maundy Thursday and Good Friday.
Pastor David and I invite you to begin Lent by doing
more; by coming out to the Shrove Tuesday pancake
Supper, the Ash Wednesday service, and the
following Lenten services. Our complete schedule
for Lent and Easter are found on the next page.

For as Jonah was three days and three nights in
the belly of a huge fish, so the Son of Man will be
three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.
Matthew 12:40 New International Version (NIV)
40

At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn
in two from top to bottom. The earth shook, the
rocks split 52 and the tombs broke open. The bodies
of many holy people who had died were raised to
51

In Christ,
2

Pastor Ed

Tuesday February 17

Shrove Tuesday

Youth at Risk

Pancake Supper at 5:30
PM
Wednesday February 18

Grace Lutheran congregation has committed to preparing a
meal for 50 youth on the 2nd Tuesday of each month. You can
help in many ways:

Ash Wednesday
7:00 PM Worship
Ashes Imposed
Holy Communion

Wednesday February 25

Lenten Service
5:30 PM BYO Bag
Supper
6:00 PM Lutheranism
series by Pastor David

Wednesday March 4
Wednesday March 11
Wednesday March 18
Wednesday March 25

Lenten Services

Sunday March 29
Thursday April 2
Friday April 3
Sunday April 5

Palm Sunday



Make a special donation for the cost of the food used to
make the meal.



Come out to the church the 2nd Tuesday of the month at
noon and help prepare the meal.



Transport the meal from our church to the Boys and Girls
Club facility on Main Street. The meal is served at 4:30 PM.

Make a dessert or other item for the meal at your home and
bring it to the church on the 2nd Tuesday at noon.
If you want to help call Iris MacKinlay at 778-754-1541.

5:30 PM BYO Bag
Supper
6:00 PM Lutheranism
series by Pastor David

Kelowna’s Gospel Mission
251 Leon Ave, Kelowna, BC

The 4th Tuesday of every month a team from Grace
Lutheran goes to the Gospel Mission. They help in
the kitchen with lunch and dinner preparation.

Maundy Thursday
Good Friday

If you are called to help contact Penny Pfahl @
250.707.0418
or email her at: pennymelvin@shaw.ca

Easter Sunday

8:00 AM Sonrise
Service @ Bear
Creek.
10:30 AM Service
@ Grace Lutheran

Congregational Life

youth event
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper
February 17th at 5:30 PM. Youth come
early as you will be serving!

Opportunities to serve and study this
Winter/Spring season:

Special Music:
We love to include Special Music at our 10:30 AM service
on the 2nd, 4th and 5th Sunday of each month. If you would
be interested in singing a hymn for special music or
playing an instrumental piece during the offering please
put your name on the special music sign-up sheet on the
bulletin board and Pastor Ed will be in touch with you.

ladies’ BreaKfast
Next Ladies Breakfast is Saturday February
7th at the Gatekeeper Restaurant at 9:00
AM.

Men’s Breakfast
Next Men’s Breakfast Saturday February 14
at the Gatekeeper Restaurant at 8:30 AM.
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Attention All Ladies
Wednesdays 9:30-11:00 AM – Fireside Room

“Becoming a Woman of Simplicity”
By Cynthia Heald

Study Leader: Lilias Statham (250) 767-0153

Mid-week Bible Study
Revelation
Wednesdays 11:00 AM to Noon.
February Classes: 4th and 11th
Will be taking a break for Lent.
This year we are studying the Book of Revelation. We are using
William Hendriksen’s book entitled “More Than Conquerors:
An Interpretation of the Book of Revelation.”
Bring a bag lunch with you. Around noon, we begin “Table
Talk.” We enjoy our bag lunches and discuss what we have
learned in the Bible Study, other topics of interest and just
enjoy fellowship with one another.

Grace Lutheran Church
2015 Annual General Meeting
When:
Where:
Time:

PRAISE BAND

Sunday February 8th
Fellowship Hall
Approximately 12:15 PM

Praise Band practices on Friday afternoons at 4:00 p.m.

Lunch is provided.

They lead the congregation in song at the 9:00 AM service. We
welcome anyone who has a voice and wants to sing to the
Lord! Please speak to Deni Skutshek 250.862.9098 or the
Church Office 250.769.5685 for information.

The Bulletin of Reports for the meeting will be
distributed after the 9:00 and 10:30 AM services on
Sunday February 1st.
Reports for the bulletin of Reports are due Friday January
16th. Please deliver these reports to Pastor Ed by
dropping them off at his office or preferably emailing
them to him at:
ed.skutshek@gracelutherankelowna.com.
Please also email your reports to our chairman Everley
Lutz at: eflefl@telus.net.

Grace Choir
Grace Choir practices on Thursdays at 7 PM. Deni Skutshek will
be directing, and Melodie Belkie is our accompanist.
Our Grace Choir performs a musical offering on the 1st & 3rd
Sundays of each month, and during the Christmas and Easter
seasons. We welcome anyone who has a voice and wants to
sing to the Lord!
Please speak to Deni Skutshek 250.862.9098 or the Church
Office 250.769.5685 for information.
We hope to see you on Thursday!
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Pastor Ed’s Message

with chicks. The couple works together to feed and care
for the chicks, and when their wings are strong, and the
time comes, the pair urge their sons and daughters to
leave the nest and start their own families. God calls
parents to love, nurture, care for and train their children,
and to provide them with an identity, that sense of
belonging to a family. God calls parents to teach their
children about God, how to worship God and to live in
obedience to God’s will. In this way, children sink roots
into a family and a community of faith. Parents are also
called to give their children wings, to teach them that it
is their calling to leave their home, and marry, and
thereby form their own family and to encourage them to
embark on this adventure. God calls sons and daughters
to become husbands and wives and start new families.
God declares that this can only happen if men and
women leave their identity as a child, and take on the
identity of spouse.
God calls the couples that leave their parents’ homes to
cleave to one another. The word “cleave,” means to stick
fast to another. Cleaving means that a couple is called to
stick together emotionally and physically. If a couple
sticks together, they can overcome many obstacles. In
the beginning, cleaving to one another emotionally and
physically is easier. However, as the couple matures,
when the honeymoon period is over, and they embark
upon a life together, cleaving can become more of a
challenge. The couple comes to understand that their
actions may cause the bond between them to weaken.
Thus, in order for the couple to continue to cleave, the
two of you will have to ask: “Will this action I take, this
word I am about to speak, this decision I am about to
make, or this attitude I have, draw us closer together or
drive us apart? Will what I am about to think, say or do,
build up or tear down our relationship?”
God calls a husband and a wife to commit to becoming
one. The commitment to become “one,” is a call to
intimacy. God calls married couples to enjoy ever
deepening physical, emotional, economic and spiritual
intimacy. God calls married couples to know and to
understand one another in the deepest and most
profound sense; to build a life together, to build a home,
fill it with children, raise them in the fear of God and
provide for their education. God calls the couple to be a
good example to their children; to be good stewards of
the time, talents and treasures God has given them. A
married couple cannot be good parents or build a good
family economy unless they regularly share their joys,
sorrows, goals and dreams and regularly confess their
fears and sins to one another. God calls married couples
to listen to one another. He calls them to serve one
another by acts of sacrificial giving.

Leave, Cleave, Become, Believe
Published in the Capital News February 6th

Credit card giant,
American
Express,
published a survey in
2013, where it asked
Americans to reveal
their
plans
for
Valentine's Day. The
survey found that
about six million
couples were likely to
get engaged to be
married on February
14th, of that year.
Can you imagine six
million
couples,
gathered all over the
US on Valentine’s Day? Can you imagine six million
potential grooms asking six million potential brides this
question: “Will you marry me?” A bride’s “yes,” leads up
to a marriage ceremony. Many of these marriage
ceremonies will be conducted by a Christian minister
using a Christian rite of marriage.
Christians believe that marriage has a divine nature. We
believe marriage emanates from God’s creative work. By
the gift of marriage God founded the human community
and ensured its growth. God described marriage in these
words from the Old Testament Book of Genesis. “So the
Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and
while he slept took one of his ribs and closed up its place
with flesh; and the rib which the Lord God had taken from
the man he made into a woman and brought her to the
man. Then the man said, “This at last is bone of my bones
and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, because
she was taken out of Man.” Therefore a man leaves his
father and his mother and cleaves to his wife, and they
become one flesh.” God called Adam and Eve all married
couples that followed them, to leave, to cleave, and to
become.
God calls married couples to commit to leave their
parents’ homes. To leave does not mean to abandon
their parents. The Fourth Commandment requires
children to honor their father and mother as a lifelong
commitment. However, they are definitely called to
leave their homes of origin. Their call is to leave their
place, or role in life, so they can assume a new role.
The primary goal of married couples is give their children
roots and wings. We see this so beautifully in nature. A
pair of birds builds a nest, thereafter, they fill the nest
5

The covenants that God requires of married couples
seem impossible to fulfill. When Jesus confronted both
his disciples and his detractors with God’s high calling in
marriage, his disciples blurted out: “If this is the situation
between a husband and wife, it is better not to marry.”
(Matthew 19:10). Jesus responded to their fears with
these words. “But from the beginning of creation, ‘God
made them male and female.’ ‘For this reason a man
shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife
and the two shall become one flesh.’ So they are no
longer two but one flesh. What therefore God has joined
together, let not man put asunder.” (Mark 10:6-9) Jesus
calls married couples to believe He is active in their
marriage.
God issued a warning along with his promise to bind the
couple together: “Let not man put asunder.” He warns all
not to try to break the couple apart. God acknowledges
that the couple will be assailed from within and from
without and these attacks will challenge the ties that
bind them. God gives them gifts which will, over time,
make them one. God calls each couple, each bride and
groom, to believe that He put the love they have for one
another in them and He brought them together. They are
called to believe that when each takes the other as
spouse and responds “I do,” to their vows, God acts. God
joins them together in a process which begins that day
and continues as long as they both live. God gives them
the gift of faith and trust in one another and faith and
trust in Him.
God the Holy Spirit, gives each Christian, the Fruit of the
Spirit: love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control (Galatians 5:2223). God promises that these hidden gifts will blossom
and grow. These gifts are like buds on a fruit tree that will
erupt and bear fruit. God promises all Christians that
they have the spiritual gift of, “forbearance.”
Forbearance is defined as refraining from the
enforcement of something, (as a debt, right, or
obligation), that is due. To forebear is to be very patient
and not collect, punish or take revenge, even though we
have the right to do so. Married couples will inevitably
hurt one another by what they say or do and/or by failing
to speak or act when they should. The injured spouse
may have every right to be angry at the offending spouse.
Sometimes the injury can cut to the core of the marriage
and may even justify one of the spouses leaving the
marriage. It is at this critical juncture that God can act.
God gives the couple the Holy Scriptures as their guide.
The Scriptures call couples to see their sin, to say they are
sorry, to earnestly repent and want to amend their ways
and seek the forgiveness of their injured spouse. God
gives the wronged spouse the gift of forbearance, the

grace to forgive the other from the heart and remain in
the relationship.
Perhaps you are getting ready to pop the question, and
you are ready to, leave, cleave and become. Perhaps you
are married and you are having trouble leaving, cleaving
and becoming. God wants to know that His most
passionate desire is for you to believe that He will guide
you and that through Him you can, leave, cleave and
become. The leaving, cleaving and becoming begins in
His presence at the altar. You can find an altar at a church
near you. At Grace we come into God’s presence every
Sunday, at 9:00 AM and 10:30AM. You are invited and
welcome to join us.
In Christ
Pastor Ed

CALC President’s
Itinerary
January 31st – February 1st. Pastor Ed led the first
cluster meeting in the development of CALC’s 10-year
Plan in Cochrane, Alberta. Pastor Ed also installed Pastor
Bart Eriksson as the full-time pastor of St. Peter’s
Lutheran Church in Cochrane.
February 13 to 15. Pastor Ed will lead the second
cluster meeting in the development of CALC’s 10-year
Plan at All Saints Lutheran Church in Ottawa, Ontario.
February 27 to March 1. Pastor Ed will lead the third
cluster meeting in the development of CALC’s 10-year
Plan at Faith Lutheran Church in Toronto, Ontario.
March 7. Pastor Ed, Vivien Georgeson and EverleyLutz,
will meet with the National Council for a regular meeting
in Calgary, AB.
March 15. Pastor Ed will install Jim Bredeson, as the
lead pastor at Victory Lutheran Church in Medicine Hat,
Alberta.
April 14-17. Pastor Ed will represent CALC at the
Canadian Rockies Theological Conference in Canmore,
Alberta.
April 17-19. Pastor Ed will lead the fourth cluster
meeting in the development of CALC’s 10-year Plan at
Immanuel Lutheran Church, in Stoney Plain, Alberta.
April 24-26. Pastor Ed will lead the fifth cluster meeting
in the development of CALC’s 10-year Plan in
Saskatchewan.
May 2-3. Pastor Ed will lead the sixth cluster meeting in
the development of CALC’s 10-year Plan at Mount Calvary
Lutheran Church in Mission, BC.
May 15-17. Pastor Ed will lead the seventh cluster
meeting in the development of CALC’s 10-year Plan at
Christ Lutheran Church in Morden, Manitoba.
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In Remembrance…

Erna Sophia Bock

Bent Nielsen Madsen

November 30, 1919 – January 13, 2015

February 17, 1929 – January 27, 2015

Erna passed quietly in her Cottonwoods home, on
January 13th, 2015, at the age of 95 years. Erna was
born on November 30, 1919 at the end of WWI, in
Germany, where she and her twin sister, Bartel,
came into a family with two sisters, and a loving
mother and father. Erna’s formative years were
spent in Stuttgart, Germany, where she had good
memories of the times when she and her sisters sang
in four-part harmony, much to the delight of their
father. As a young adult, Erna worked as a
stenographer, and in her spare time she would enjoy
parties and dancing. Erna’s first husband, an air
force captain, Kurt, was killed in action. Erna met
and married her second husband, Sig Bock and
around 1950, Erna & Siggy moved to Canada and
settled in Regina, SK. Siggy found employment with
Saskatchewan Power Corporation and they were
delighted when they were able to purchase their first
real home, where they planted a tree and planned a
future. Many trees and seasons later, Erna & Siggy
purchased an acreage and transformed it into their
version of the Butchart Gardens. The next move was
to Kelowna, BC, where Siggy decided to take an early
retirement. Once again, Erna & Siggy transformed
their Kelowna home into a garden paradise. Their
retirement included annual trips to Mexico and
summer visits from German relatives, including
Erna’s dear twin sister, Bartel. Siggy passed away in
1984, and Erna filled her next years with trips to
Hawaii, Germany and Mexico. Erna was happy to
meet Eugene Krehbiel, with whom she spent
wonderful times and attended church. At 90 years
of age, Erna moved into assisted living. She enjoyed
visits with Pastor Ed, Rosie, Ernie & Karen, and the
Lord’s Prayer became very familiar to her. On the
day she passed, Pastor David was able to read Psalm
23 and pray The Lord’s Prayer with Erna, and she
was filled with peace. Erna’s Celebration of Life was
at Grace, on Saturday, February 7th.

Bent Nielsen Madsen passed from this life to the
next on Tuesday January 27th, just short of his 86th
birthday, at Kelowna General Hospital. Left to
cherish his memory are: his beloved wife, Jean;
daughter, Joanne (Fred); sons, John (Debby) and
David (Sharon); adopted daughter, Sylvia. Bent
leaves seven grandchildren and four great
grandchildren. He is survived by his sister, Elizabeth
Hedges and brother, Pastor Holger Madsen.
Bent was born February 17, 1929 in Invermere, B.C.,
and lived in B.C. all his life. He met and married his
wife, Jean (nee Pearson) on April 28, 1951. They
moved to West Kelowna, B.C. from the Lower
Mainland in 1974. Bent was known for his skill as a
mechanic, an inventor and a fixer of all things. He
loved his Lord, his family and his church family.
Bent was a Charter Member of Grace Lutheran
Church.
He played an instrumental role in the construction
of the 1996 addition to our Church. He used his skills
as an inventor to make the construction process
easier. Bent built the lit cross and cradle on our roof.
There are many other gadgets around our church
that Bent built.
His greatest legacy was his love and devotion to the
Lord Jesus, his faithfulness in worship, and his
willingness to labor in Jesus’ vineyard. Bent lived his
life and conducted his business in a manner which
reflected his love for God. He shared his faith with
all who would listen. He will be sorely missed and
fondly remembered. We celebrated his life on
Monday February 2nd.
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TRAVEL TO THE HOLY LAND
(ISRAEL & TURKEY) IN
NOVEMBER 2015

Lenten Lutheranism Series
with Pastor David begins on
Wednesday, February 25th,
here at Grace. Bring a bag
supper at 5:30PM for
fellowship and conversation
in the Fellowship Hall, and
the Series will begin at
6:00PM. Pastor David will
continue the series every
Wednesday during Lent, so
come out and learn more
about Lutheranism.

Jim & Lilias Statham would like you to join them on a tour
of the Holy Land in 2015. This tour will be an 18-day
Rostad Tour, which means everything is taken care of
including tips; food & accommodations are superior; and
you will experience the places where Jesus walked &
talked; prayed and performed his many miracles; and
where the apostles sat at Jesus’ feet and learned; spread
the Gospel of Jesus, and wrote their now famous letters.
We will sail on the Sea of Galilee; gather at the Mount of
Olives; and pray in the Garden of Gethsemane, and/or
whatever you would like to do and see. Presently, it looks
like we will spend a week in Israel, and then fly to
Istanbul, visit sites there, and continue onto Ephesus,
where we can decide whether to add on a tour of the Greek
Islands. You can still be in on the planning stage, if you
are interested in this trip. If we can register 20 people
from Grace Lutheran and a few of your friends, we will
have our own tour group. Please call Jim & Lilias Statham
for
more
info
250.767.0153
or
email
jhwstatham@shaw.ca.
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