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Pastor David’s Message 
Boy!  You Cannot Hold Christmas for Ransom 

Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! 2 Cor. 9:15 

There is a story by Billy Strayhorn that describes a little boy 
who decided to write a letter to God one Christmas. He started 
out by writing: "Dear God, I've been a really good boy this 
year." Unfortunately, he remembered that God was all-
knowing and all-seeing, and he decided that he couldn't lie to 
God. So, he crumpled up that letter and started over. This time 
he wrote: "Dear God, I know I haven't done everything I should 
have, but I really tried to be good." He stopped and crumpled 
up that letter, too. It was obvious that he was struggling with 
what to write to God. 

As he sat there thinking he looked up and saw his mother's 
favorite piece of sculpture on the mantel. It was a beautiful 
rendition of the Madonna, the mother of Christ. The boy 
perked up and ran out of the room. He came back with a towel 
and a shoebox. He walked over, carefully picked up the 
Madonna, gently wrapped it in the towel, carefully put it in the 
shoebox and then hid it in the closet. He immediately went 
back to the table and wrote: "Dear God, if you ever want to see 
your mother again . . ." 

In the boy’s heart he believed in Jesus, he believed in 
Christmas, but he did not understand God’s true gift of grace 
and redemption.   He only believed that he was going to 
receive a gift if he was good. Honestly, we cannot hold God for 
ransom each year and say, “if I am good you can do this for me, 
or if I am bad you better not do this against me.”  God does not 
work in terms of a ransom.   That was all over with when he 
paid the price, or ransom, on the Cross for our misdeeds.  His 
true intention is to redeem us whether we are good or bad. To 
have a relationship with him that is about love and not about 
fear.  It is in his love for us that we should feel a need to return 
that love back by living out in our good deeds. 

        Too often people forget the real reason for the joy of 
celebrating the birth of the Christ child, it is about Grace and 
forgiveness. Around Christmas, I always hope that, through the 
Holy Spirit, people will open their eyes and see the most 
amazing gift that God could give us.  That gift is the bridge to 
eternal life and the joy of knowing Jesus and His teachings in 
our hearts.  When this gift is unwrapped, we know that there 
are no other gifts that could compare to what the world could 
give.   This gift can be unwrapped at any time of the year and I 

Christmas Blessings 
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am always amazed, when out of the blue, people want this gift.   
When they receive it and know of God’s love and grace then, 
and only then, can they truly celebrate Christmas.  

Wishing you & your family a Merry Christmas, Pastor David 

 

  
18th Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ.  

National Convention - October 7-10, 2018  

A Report by Pastor David Wunderlich 

 

Pastor Ed and I are very thankful for your support that we 

could attend the annual gathering of the L.C.M.C. 

convention in Des Moines, Iowa.  The theme of the 

gathering was: “Growing Up”.   A total of 792 members of 

Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ joined 

together. The event started on Sunday evening with a 

wonderful banquet followed by an opening devotion 

preached by L.C.M.C. Service Coordinator Mark Vander 

Tuig.    Our main guest presenter was Dr. Kent Hunter who 

is from the organization called, “Church Doctor 

Ministries.”   From these wonderful and Spirit-filled 

presentations and devotions we had learned that we can 

constantly grow up in our faith.  We are called to be a 

witness in the world.   People desperately need to know 

that God loves them and wants to redeem His people.   It 

is important to share our own redeeming story and God’s 

plan for us. We should be genuine because unchurched 

people want to know that you are not perfect.  We also 

need to be mindful in our church language. Just as when 

missionaries go to other cultures, they first need to know 

the language in order to witness, we also need to know 

the language of the unchurched culture and know how to 

speak to them. Using words like Sacraments or 

Sanctification will not help in the conversation. We must 

remember that we are now witnessing to a culture where 

many have not ever walked into a church.   We have an 

important role in this—remember 75 to 90 percent of 

people come to church because of people who witnessed 

to them and invited them.  

In this four-day experience, participants were involved 

with ministry vendors, networking with table discussions 

and enjoyed numerous break-out sessions. Pastor Ed and 

I attended the sessions on administration, call process, 

interim ministry.   A break-out session that was particularly 

interesting was a group called, “Youth Discipleship.”  This 

group had a system of how to equip young people in the 

faith for the world that they will be experiencing.  They call 

it, “From the Cradle to College”.  The focus is packing our 

kids with the right things to equip them.   Our ministries 

should function in the same way.  We need to have our 

youth learn the essentials for the faith over a period of 18 

years.  We should not try this the night before or the last 

minute before they leave home.  Packing the last minute 

can be a prescription for disaster. They also cautioned that 

kids are over-programed or over-packed in daily life. It 

was noted that kids that are over programed have a 

higher depression rate.   Church cannot be one of the 

things on a list to try.  We need to convince parents that 

this is to be on the top of their list.  They also encourage 

others to help you with this packing. Parent’s coaches, 

friends and mentors at our church need to be involved.  

These partners can have a bigger influence than just 

yourself.  A clear strategy in packing for youth discipleship 

is good for them, the parents, the congregation and the 

community.  Looking forward and exploring further with 

this group. 

The Convention concluded with a closing worship service 

and final devotion by Pastor Perry Fruhling who is the new 

L.C.M.C. coordinator for Pastoral ministry. For further 

information, sessions maybe seen at their website under 

their media section. 

God Bless you as we grow up together in our Lord and 

Saviour Jesus!  Pastor David Wunderlich 

January 10th – Confirmation resumes 

January 2019 – Youth Group Sleep-Over – Date TBA 

January 27th Confirmation Catch-up Class at 10:30AM 

February 2019 – Big White Event - Date TBA 
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Remembrance Day - November 11th, 2018 

Grace Lutheran Church played a key role in the Remembrance 
Day services organized by Westbank Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 228 and held at Royal LePage Place in West Kelowna on 
Sunday November 11th.   

 

L to R: Robert Shopland-WWII Veteran, Pastor Ed, Deni Skutshek and 

Frances Smalldridge.  

Grace Lutheran’s Frances Smalldridge read her original poem 
“We All Fall Down.” Deni Skutshek led the singing of O Canada 
and God Save The Queen.  

 

Robert Shopland (98 years), a WW II Veteran and member of 
Grace Lutheran Church laid the wreath for our congregation at 
the cenotaph.  

 

Grace member and RCMP, Sebastien Gingras, served in the 
Color Guard as a flag bearer. Pastor Ed, Chaplain for Westbank 
Legion Branch 288, read scripture, gave a brief homily and 
pronounced a benediction. His homily touched on the reason 
for the day and an important historical symbol of the day.   

On Remembrance Day we remember those who sacrificed for 
our country, most especially those who gave the ultimate 
sacrifice. The 100th Anniversary fell on a Sunday. Pastor Ed 
spoke of the sacrifice of Honorary Captain John Weir Foote, a 
Canadian Armed Forces Chaplain, at the Battle of Dieppe, on 
August 19, 1942.  

Canadian forces came under heavy enemy fire as they 
attempted to land on the beach at Dieppe. Chaplain Foote saw 
help was needed at the Regimental Medical Aid Post. The 
Medical Aid Post was set up in a slight depression in the beach. 
This depression in the beach gave little cover. In order to avoid 
being shot, Doctors and medics had to treat patients lying 
down. For about eight hours Chaplain Foote helped Doctors 
treat the wounded but also walked upright into the battlefield 
administered morphine to wounded soldiers and carried them 
back to the Medical Aid Post. When a landing craft finally came 
to rescue the wounded, he tirelessly worked to carry the 
wounded to the landing craft. When all the wounded from the 
Medical Aide Post were safely on the landing craft, Chaplain 
Weir jumped off the craft and waded back onto the beach. He 
was determined to help the wounded that were left on the 
beach. He was captured by the enemy and placed in a prisoner 
of war camp. He continued to treat the wounded there. He was 
a prisoner of war from August 1942 to May 1945.   

Chaplain Foote’s sacrifice embodied Jesus most passionate 
desire that we love God with all his heart, soul, mind and 
strength and his neighbor as himself.  Chaplain Foote’s sacrifice 
was motivated by Jesus sacrifice for us. Jesus gave up 
everything, even his life, to save us. 

Chaplain Foote’s sacrificial act is mirrored by many in our 
community. His sacrifice points to the brave souls in our 
community that pull victims from the jaws of death, poverty 
and addiction. These heroes include our police officers, 
firefighters, first responders, doctors, nurses, social workers 
and those working with the disadvantaged. He thanked God 
for all those who protect us. He called all present to heed the 
call to rescue those in danger in our community.  
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Remembrance Day 2018 was historic. It was the 100th 
Anniversary of the signing of the Armistice which ended World 
War I. The Armistice was signed on the Monday November 11, 
1918 at 11:00 AM. The ceasefire become effective 11:00 AM 
that day. Artillery shells and bullets flew as usual that Monday 
morning.   On any day it was noisy in the trenches, but on a 
heavy combat day it, the noise was deafening.   The constant 
firing and banging of the artillery shells assaulted the ears and 
the minds of soldiers. As the news of the cease fire was 
communicated by the primitive means of communication 
available the firing stopped. The silence was deafening.   

The silence was broken by the ringing of church bells, which 
had been silent during the war. The church bells became a 
means of communicating that peace had come to some of the 
more remote areas. The bells expressed the jubilation of the 
people. The war was over. There was hope for the future. 

In celebration of the centenary of the Armistice, the Canadian 
government asked Canadian houses of worship and any other 
institution with bells to ring them 100 times at sunset. The 
Canadian Government called this the “Bells of Peace” 
initiative.   

Mission Hill Family Estate Winery hosted the “Bells of Peace” 
sunset ceremony the evening of November 11th. Pastor Ed 
attended the ceremony as Legion Branch 288’s Chaplain. He 
was given the opportunity to address the crowd that gathered 
around Mission Hill’s bell tower. He repeated the portion of his 
homily which related to the bells. He spoke about the use of 
church bells, to call the people to worship, to toll for the dearly 
departed, to sound an alarm and to express jubilation. He 
asked them to hear the bells: toll for the Canadians who 
sacrificed their lives in the fight for freedom; for each year that 
followed the armistice and the gifts and struggles of each year; 
and thanksgiving for the peace we possess. He noted that the 
bells ring at sunset as a symbol for the hope for tomorrow.    At 
precisely 4:20 PM, the bells rung 100 times.    

 

When the bell fell silent, Pastor Ed broke the silence with these 
words: “God Bless Canada.” The crowd responded with 
applause.   

 

 

UPCOMING 

CHRISTMAS 

EVENTS  
HAPPINESS GROUP 

CHRISTMAS 

LUNCHEON 

 

Friday, December 7th at 

11:30AM – Please sign up as 

space is limited 

Stay for the Christmas Joy 

Concert at 1:30PM 
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9THAnnual 

CHRISTMAS 

 

CONCERT 

Friday, December 7th at 

1:30PM 

 
Come out and bring friends to 

enjoy wonderful musical gifts 

from Grace Lutheran Church! 

 

 

 

Sunday, December 16th at 
10:30AM 

Sunday School Christmas Program  

& Grace Choir 

Present: 

LOVE CAME DOWN 
A Christmas Cantata arranged by Stan Pethel 
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Congregational Life 
Christian Education 
Sundays  
10:15AM: Discussion Group meets in 
the Fireside Room after the early 
service.  

10:30AM: Sunday School. Our Sunday 
School meets during the 10:30AM 
service.  

Wednesdays  
9:30AM: Ladies Bible Study a group of 
ladies meets with Lilias Statham on 
Wednesday mornings from 9:30 to 
11:00AM. If you want more 
information, please call Lilias at 
250.767.0153.    

11:00AM: Bible Study.  Pastor Ed will 
continue studying John’s Gospel. It lasts 
about an hour. Bring a bag lunch for 
fellowship and discussion after the 
study.  

Confirmation: Pastor David meets with 
the Confirmands on Wednesdays at 
4:00PM and extra classes will be 
arranged as needed. Students who 
turned 12 in 2018, or are older, may be 
eligible for our Confirmation program. 
Please call Pastor David at 
250.769.5685 for information.   

Serving Others 

Volunteer at the 
Kelowna Gospel Mission 

251 Leon Ave, Kelowna, BC 

On the 4th Tuesday of every month a 
team from Grace Lutheran goes to the 
Kelowna Gospel Mission. They help in 
the kitchen with lunch and dinner 

preparation. If you would like to serve 
in this way, please contact Corinn Lutz 
at 250.869.8092 or by email:   
timcorlutz@gmail.com 

__________________________ 

 

HEALING SERVICE 
with Holy Communion will be held on 

Wednesday, December 19th at 6:00PM. 

West Kelowna - Youth at   
Risk – Meal Preparation  
Grace Lutheran congregation has 
committed to preparing a meal for 50 
youth on the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month.   

You can help in many ways: 

• Make a special donation for the 
cost of the food used to make the 
meal. 

• Transport the meal from our 
church to the Boys and Girls Club 
facility on Main Street. The meal is 
served at 4:30 PM.  

Prepare an entrée, dessert or other 
item for the meal at your home and 
bring it to the church on the 2nd 
Tuesday at noon. If you want to help 
call Innes Wunderlich at 
778.754.3212. 

Rides to Church   
Do you need a ride to Sunday services 
or special congregational events? 
Would you be willing to give someone 
a ride to Sunday services or special 
events?  

Call Nora Steffenhagen at 778. 
478.4117, she will match those who 
need a ride and those willing to give a 
ride.  

Serving in Worship 

Special Music 
We love to include Special Music at the 
10:30AM service.  If you would be 
interested in singing a hymn for special 
music, or playing an instrumental 
piece during the offering, please put 
your name on the special music sign-
up sheet on the bulletin board and 
Miriam will be in touch with you. 

Praise Band  
Praise Band practices on Friday 
afternoons at 4:00PM. They lead the 
congregation in song at the 9:00AM 
service. We welcome anyone who has 
a voice and wants to sing to the Lord. 
Please speak to Deni Skutshek 
250.862.9098 or the Church Office 
250.769.5685 for information. 

Grace Choir 
Grace Choir provides a special musical 
offering during worship on the first and 
third Sunday of each month. We sing from 
September through May. We welcome 
anyone who has a voice and wants to sing 
to the Lord. We practice on Thursdays from 
7:00-8:30PM. If you have any questions, 
please speak to Deni Skutshek 
250.862.9098 or the Church Office 
250.769.5685 for information. 

Sound Booth 
Are you interested in working with the 
team that run the sound booth? Please 
contact our church office an 250.769.5685 
and Miriam will put you in touch with Al 
Hamilton or another member of our tech 
team. 

Fellowship 
Men’s Breakfast: Grace men gather at 

8:30AM for breakfast at Grace Lutheran in 
the Fellowship Hall the first Saturday of the 
month. Our next breakfast Saturday, 
December 1st.  All men are welcome. 

Happiness Group Luncheon: 
The next Happiness Group luncheon will be 
on December 7th at 11:30AM.  Singing, 
devotions, fellowship, fun, and a lovely 
luncheon with all the trimmings. Stay for 
the 9th Annual Christmas Joy Concert to 
follow at 1:30PM. 

 

Register by calling the church office 
250.769.5685; sign-up sheet (posted in 

November); or email us at: 
info@gracelutherankelowna.com 

__________________________ 

 

Council and Committee 
Meetings 

Church Council: Tuesday December 

11th at 7:00PM Fireside Room. 

Stewardship Committee: Tuesday 

January 8th at 2:00PM in the Fireside 
Room 

Worship & Music Committee: 
January TBA 
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Cake to Sunday Coffee Fellowship? 
 

 

 

 

 
If you are bringing a Birthday or Anniversary Cake to share 

during Coffee Fellowship, please let the group leader for 

the month know. 

Coco Heebner 250.769.6124; Karen Arend 250.769.5126; 

Erika Burt 250.768.5912; Frieda Schwarz 250.452.9245; 

and Margaret Knoess 250.768.0157. 

WE NEED YOU!!! 
What is Our Need? To keep the coffee fellowship every 

Sunday, we need your help and we encourage every person to 
get involved weather you are first or second service. 

What is the commitment? 
Your commitment would be to help in the kitchen ONE SUNDAY 
EVERY FIVE MONTHS. Your team leader will work with you to 
pick a Sunday on your work month that will work into your 
schedule. 

What would I have to do? 
You will be part of a team and jobs can be assigned to ability. 

• Bring something for the goodie table, i.e., cut up fruit, 
cookies, a loaf or squares; about 6 dozen pieces. Home-
made or store-bought goodies are ok or give your team 
leader money to pick something up. 

• Prepare the fellowship room this will involve taking down 
the chairs if they are still on the tables. 

• Help set up the cups, coffee, cream & sugar; make coffee 
and tea and set out glasses for water & juice prior to 
service. 

• Collect the cups wash them put them through the 
sterilizer and back in the cupboard after fellowship. 
Communion Sundays clean the communion cups and put 
them away. 

• Wash the tables off after fellowship and clean the coffee 
makers. 

• Put the chairs back on the tables.  

We have 5 faithful group leaders who really need your help on 
their teams.  Please consider volunteering in this very 
important part of ministry at Grace Lutheran Church. It is a 
great way to meet everyone in the congregation and make 
new friends at the same time! Contact Miriam at the church 
office 250.769.5685 or one of the five team leaders: Coco 
Heebner 250.769.6124; Karen Arend 250.769.5126; Erika Burt 
250.768.5912 Frieda Schwarz 250.452.9245; and Margaret 
Knoess 250.768.0157. 

 

COMPASSION 

CORNER 
Remember in prayer everyone in our 
church family who mourns including 
the Timmerman, Puder, Madsen, 
Buckland/Ortt, Fawcett, Ulmer, 

DeMarco/Ristau, Nikolaj, and Whidden families; pray for those in 
hospital including  Ruby Weber; pray for those recovering from 
surgery including Frieda Splett, Coco Heebner, Al Hamilton, Marie 
Gering and Lilli Grub; those in need of prayer at home including Liam 
Lauinger, Al Campbell, Myrtle Wilson, Logan, Diane Hamilton, Cindy 
Cressman, Bruce Poirier, Evelyn Werner, Doris Lyseng, Lilly Matzigkeit, 
Don Nikolaj, Bill Doyle, Jake Pauls, Mary Pauls, Ella Balija, Clayton Hack, 
Gertraude Kreissig, Krystian Poirier, Mary Toth, Lorraine Wentland, 
Annamarie Mayer, Ferne Sather, Dean Rigsby, Helene Hack and Tema 
Fenson. I will not forget you!  For I have inscribed you on the palms of 
my hands. Isaiah 49:15-16 

 

Israel Trip 
Have you ever thought about how great it would be to 

make a trip to Israel to see where Jesus walked and 

taught? It’s still not too late to join some of your friends 

from Grace on your trip of a lifetime! We leave March 18th 

for 16 days!  All expenses are covered except for 

insurances and the occasional lunch. Don’t miss out. You 

will need to book with Rostad Tours in the next few weeks. 

(1-800-361-8687) Brochures are on the hall bulletin board 

or call Jim Statham for details: 250-462-1870 

 

CALC President’s 

Travel Itinerary 
October 23-25 Pastor Ed facilitated the CALC Pastors’ Retreat 
at Deer Valley Meadows Christian Camp and Retreat Center 
near Alix, Alberta.  

October 26-28 Pastor Ed chaired the CALC Annual General 
Convention at Deer Valley Meadows Christian Camp and 
Retreat Center near Alix, Alberta. 

February 26-27 ILT Board Meeting. Pastor Ed will join the 
internet connection. 
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DECEMBER 2018  

 Grace Lutheran Church 
 

Sunday Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  
      1 

 
 

  
 
 
 

 
 

  8:30AM Men’s 
Breakfast 

10:30 Church 
Decorating with 
lunch to follow 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
1 Advent 
9:00AM C-Worship 
10:15AM Discussion 
Group Fireside Room 
10:30AM T-Worship  
10:45AM Sunday 
School 

 

 7:00PM Spectrum 
Singers 

2:00PM Lakeview 
Lodge PE 

9:30-11:00AM 
Ladies Study 
Fireside Room 
11:00AM Bible 
Study & Table Talk 
4:00PM 
Confirmation 
Christmas Party 
 

7:00PM Choir 
Practice  

11:30AM 
Happiness Group 
Luncheon 
1:30PM Christmas 
Joy Concert 
 

 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
2 Advent 
9:00AM C-Worship 
10:15AM Discussion 
Group Fireside Room 
10:30AM T-Worship  
10:45AM Sunday 
School 

 

11:00AM 
Celebration of Life 
for Mary 
Timmerman 

7:00PM Church 
Council 

9:30-11:00AM 
Ladies Study 
Fireside Room 
 

5:30PM Girl 
Guides Basement 
7:00PM Choir 
Practice 

4:00PM Praise 
Band 
 

1:00 -4:00PM 
Emmaus Finnish 
Service  
3:30-5:30PM Mary 
Reynolds Recital 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
3 Advent 
9:00AM C-Worship 
10:15AM Discussion 
Group Fireside Room 
10:30AM Christmas 
Cantata “Love Came 
Down”  
1:30PM Brookhaven 
SK 

  9:30-11:00AM 
Ladies Study 
Fireside Room 
11:00AM Bible 
Study & Table Talk 
6:00PM Healing 
Service 

6:00PM Choir 
Christmas 
Potluck Party 

  

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
 4 Advent 
9:00AM C-Worship 
10:15AM Discussion 
Group Fireside Room 
10:30AM 9 Carols & 
Scriptures Service 
(no coffee after the 
service) 

 

5:00PM 
Contemporary 
Candle Light Service 
7:00PM Traditional 
Candle Light Service 

Nativity of Our 
Lord 

Christmas Day 
 
10:30AM Worship 
Service with Holy 
Communion 
 

-Office Closed - 
 
Pastor David Away 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pastor David Away 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor David Away 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor David Away 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pastor David Away 

30 31      
1 Christmas  
9:00AM C-Worship 
10:30AM T-Worship 
(no coffee after the 
service) 

Pastor David Away 

 
 
 
 
 

Pastor David Away 

     

 

 

 


