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Advent & Christmas at Grace 

 
Gerhard van Honthorst “The Adoration of the Shepherds (1622) 

December 8th - Christmas in a Nutshell  

5:00 PM – Fellowship Hall  
We will host our second annual “Christmas in a Nutshell.” Girl 

Guides and the families of Montessori Preschool join us for 

pizza, Christmas Carols and the Christmas story.   
 

December 11th – Sunday School Christmas 

Program 10:30 AM – Sanctuary   
Our Sunday School children will lead worship as they 

proclaim the Gospel through their annual Christmas Pageant. 
  

December 13th – Happiness Group Luncheon   

11:30 AM – Fellowship Hall  
Our Happiness Group celebrates the Christmas Season with 

a banquet, hymn sing and special music by Masters Four 

Quartet. 

December 24th – Christmas Eve Candlelight    

5:00 & 7:00 PM -  Sanctuary  
Come celebrate the Nativity of our Lord Jesus on Christmas 

Eve. Sing “Silent Night” to Candlelight! 
 

December 25th – Christmas Day Service  

9:00 & 10:30 AM -  Sanctuary  
We gather Sunday morning to celebrate the Nativity of 

our Lord Jesus with a service of Holy Communion.  

http://www.gracelutherankelowna.com/
mailto:info@gracelutherankelowna.com
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Pastor David’s Message 
Advent with Dietrich Bonhoeffer in Prison 
 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a well-known 20th century 

Lutheran theologian who lived during the rise and fall of 

Nazi Germany.   He was an adversary to its rise and he was 

associated with the plot to assassinate Adolf Hitler.   His 

opposition landed him in Berlin’s Tegel Military prison.  A 

prison ironically built like a cross.  No doubt this was 

Dietrich’s cross to endure. 

In his writings, he stated that it was a horrible place to 

exist.  In 1943, Bonhoeffer hoped to be released and 

spend time with his fiancée Maria von Wedemeyer and his 

family for Christmas.  It was never to be.   For Bonhoeffer, 

his time in prison was a waiting.  A waiting to be released 

from prison or a waiting to be released from this life and 

to be with Jesus.  Bonhoeffer wrote these words in his 

advent reflection eight months after his detainment.  

“By the way, a prison cell like this is a good analogy for 

Advent; one waits, hopes, does this or that--ultimately 

negligible things--the door is locked and can only be 

opened from the outside.”    

In this life, we are always waiting for something; being 

released from a bad relationship, a health problem, a 

financial crisis, or from pain.   Our release never seems to 

come at a more convenient time for us.  We all have our 

periods of advents when we are waiting for some type of 

release and for Jesus to open that door from the outside.   

Bonhoeffer wrote “the celebration of Advent is possible 

only to those troubled in soul, who know themselves to 

be poor and imperfect, and who look forward to 

something greater to come.”     

Bonhoeffer was not alone, he sought comfort in the daily 

reading of Scripture and read it from a Bible that was a 

gift from his mother Paula.  He also found comfort in 

singing hymns and he sang them in his cell.  He gave 

solace to others and often ministered to those who were 

afflicted.   

His time in his waiting was not a waste, he wrote, shared 

the Gospel to others and he came ever closer to God.  

Some would say that his waiting was a waste of the last 

years of his life.  Bonhoeffer would disagree, even though 

prison at the time would not be his first choice.  He used 

the words of Ecclesiastes 3:15 (NIV), “Gott sucht wieder 

auf, was vergangen ist,” meaning God will call the past to 

account.   God will restore to us what was amiss in this life.    

God will reclaim for us a grace that is greater than justice 

that we could ever receive on this earth.   I take comfort 

in this passage when I do not always understand why 

others suffer more than they deserve.   It also shows that 

the Bible and God’s living Word can easily defend itself 

and I do not have to trust my simple words to defend the 

Creator of all good things.   

 Advent has different meanings to everyone who has 

received many troubles in this life.   We all are waiting for 

something.  Waiting for hope. Waiting for peace.  Waiting 

for a renewed joy.  Waiting to be loved.   Israel waited for 

the Messiah for 400 years until the prophets’ visions came 

into being.  Simeon waited until he was an old man before 

he could see Jesus and be at peace.  Mary and Joseph 

were released and glad when Jesus was born the first 

Christmas night.   

What are you waiting for?   Whatever it is, receive and take 

joy of the Lord now, live life now in the waiting and be a 

blessing as Bonhoeffer was to others.   He took comfort 

to know that what God could not give him in this world 

would not be lost, but knew that what God could give him 

in the next would be everlasting indeed.  He was certainly 

a man of faith. I give thanks to Timothy George founding 

dean of Beeson Divinity School and give reference to his 

article on the same topic. 

Wishing you and your family a glorious Advent  

Merry Christmas,   

Pastor David 

 

Pastor Ed’s Message  
Published in the Capital News  

A Child is Born 

“…..and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped 

him in cloths and placed him in a manger,….” (Luke 2:7). 

At the heart of the account of Jesus birth, is our story. A 

man and a woman fall in love and marry. Then one day, 

the wife says: “We are going to have a child.” The child 

grows and matures unseen within her. Then, at just the 

right time, the child is born. A new life comes into the 

world, full of promise. The new parents ponder the destiny 

of the child in their cradle.  Will he or she grow up to 
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become a great doctor, lawyer, scientist or even our Prime 

Minister?  

With all its similarities, Jesus’ birth is so very different. It 

was announced at the very beginning of time that Adam 

and Eve had eaten the forbidden fruit. They had obeyed 

Satan, masquerading as a serpent, rather than God. As a 

consequence, they lost their innocence  and death came 

into the world. Yet, God promised: “And I will put enmity   

between you and the woman, and between your offspring 

and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his 

heel” (Genesis 3:15). These words promised that a child 

would be born whose destiny would be to undo the curse 

on mankind inflicted by the Devil’s cunning. Martin Luther 

noted that in every other instance in the Old Testament, a 

child is described as coming from a man’s seed: Abraham 

begat Isaac….etc. However, Genesis 3:15 clearly promised 

that this conquering savior would be a woman’s seed.” 

God, speaking through the prophet Isaiah, made clear 

what Moses had written: “Therefore the Lord himself will 

give you a sign: The virgin will conceive and give birth to 

a son, and will call him Immanuel.” (Isaiah 7:14).  God had 

announced the virgin birth of Jesus in the Garden of Eden.  

Centuries after the fall in the garden, the angel Gabriel 

came to a woman named Mary, a virgin, betrothed to a 

man named Joseph, who lived in the village of Nazareth, 

in the Holy Land. He announced to Mary: “The Holy Spirit 

will come on you, and the power of the Most High will 

overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be 

called the Son of God.” (Luke 1:35). God watched as His 

infant Son was knit together in Mary’s womb. He 

pondered the great things that Jesus would accomplish. 

All the things that were written in God’s word. (Psalm 

139:16). At just the right time, when his body was fully 

formed, Jesus was born. 

The Old Testament  promised that God’s Son would save 

us from our sin, death and the Devil, by his innocent 

suffering and death and resurrection from the dead. The 

Books of the New Testament declare that Jesus, God’s 

Son, suffered, was crucified, died and was buried, rose 

from the dead on the third day and ascended into heaven. 

Jesus promised to come back, judge everyone and give 

eternal life to all who believe.  

With Jesus’ ascension into heaven, God began knitting 

together another body on earth. The Apostle Paul 

declared: “Now you are the body of Christ, and each one 

of you is a part of it.” (1 Corinthians 12:27). As Jesus’ Great 

Commission to the church is fulfilled and people are 

baptized in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

and become disciples of Jesus Christ, God builds the Body 

of Christ, the Holy Christian Church. 

For more than two thousand years, whenever the Gospel 

is proclaimed, God has called people out of this world. 

Each person responding to God’s call is a new cell added 

to the ‘Body of Christ.” The number of cells God has added 

to the Body of Christ are impossible for us to calculate and 

comprehend.  God watches as the church is knit together, 

one cell at a time, all under His divine direction and 

control.  One day, at just the right time, when the Body of 

Christ is fully formed and the last cell is added, like the 

Holy Infant Jesus, the Body of Christ will emerge, will 

become manifest, and new life will begin, eternal life with 

God. 

God knits something together in each person He 

integrates into the Body of Christ. He creates faith in us. 

This faith becomes manifest in us as a desire to gather 

together to worship God, study the Scriptures and to love 

and serve one another and our neighbors. As a 

consequence of this faith, parts of the hidden growing 

Body of Christ become manifest from time to time.  It will 

become manifest when we celebrate Jesus’ birth on 

December 24th at 5:00 and 7:00 PM and December 25th at 

9:00 and 10:30 AM. It is manifest on Sunday mornings at 

9:00 AM (Contemporary) and 10:30 (Traditional). God is 

still calling people out of this world and into the Body of 

Christ.  Is God calling you? Come and see.  

In Christ, Pastor Ed

 

 

7th Annual Christmas Joy  
On Friday December 2nd, we opened our doors to the 

residents of the care homes of West Kelowna and to our 

surrounding community. About 135 attended the concert.  
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Care homes who attended included: Village at Smith 

Creek, Lakeview Lodge and Pine Acres.  
 

A musical prelude was provided by Ellie Schindel. Grace 

Praise Band opened the program with Calypso Noel. 

Pastor David emceed the concert and led a litany for the 

lighting of the Advent Candles. Pastor Ed served as 

acolyte.    

Grace Choir, directed by Deni Skutshek and accompanied 

by Melody Peterson, sang “Light the Advent Candle.” This 

piece featured a harmonica solo by Anthony Lau and 

narration by Otto Litke. Later in the program Grace Choir 

sang “Let the Christ Child In.”   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Violet Jespersen shared an inspiring Christmas story 

entitled, “Come Celebrate With Me.”  Garry Jespersen and 

Miriam Keith sang a duet entitled “The Birthday of a King.”  

The duet was followed by “Silver Bells,” featuring Garry 

Jespersen on vocals and saxophone. Janet Sutherland’s 

rendition of “Mary’s Boy Child” was beautiful. 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Full of Grace, accompanied by Ellie Schindel, sang “Angel 

Band” and “Beautiful Star of Bethlehem.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anthony Lau performed an inspiring solo of “Cantique 

de Noel (O Holy Night)” on his Harmonica. 

The program closed with a devotion given by Pastor Ed. 

Ellie Schindel accompanied the congregation in the 

singing of “Silent Night.”  The concert was followed by 

refreshments in our Fellowship Hall. You can view the 

concert online at: https://vimeo.com/194114488. Thanks 

to Vivian Georgeson, Al Hamilton and Ted Schoepp for 

Their work in the Sound Booth and for recording the 

service. Thanks to Everley Lutz, Jeff Green, John Green, Tim 

Lutz and Tim Hartness for welcoming guests and getting 

our special guests off busses and into the church.     

Congregational Life  
Christian Education 

Sunday Mornings:  

10:15 AM Discussion Group:  A discussion group meets 

with Pastor Jim Statham immediately following the 

9:00AM worship service. The theme is, “God’s Plans for 

You in Ephesians.”  

Sunday School. Sunday School Pageant December 11th 

during the 10:30 AM service. Sunday school in hiatus until 

January 15th 2017. 

Wednesday Mornings:    

9:30 AM Ladies Bible Study: A group of ladies meets 

with Lilias Statham on Wednesday mornings. They are 

using a new study book by Cynthia Heald called, 

“Becoming a Woman Whose God is Enough.” Please call 

Lilias Statham for more information 250.767.0153. This 

group will meet on December 8th and 14th and will be 

on hiatus until January 11th 2017.    

11:00 AM Study: This group meets with Pastor David. He 

will be leading the group in a study on the Paul’s letter to 

the Romans. Bring a bag lunch, and continue the 

conversation over a meal together. This group will be on 

hiatus until Wednesday January 11th 2017.   

Thursdays: 

Grace Choir: Practices from 7:00-8:30 PM. The choir 

provides special music on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the 

month. Choir Christmas Potluck:  December 15th at 6:00 

PM. Last practice in 2016: December 22nd. First Practice 

in 2017: January 12th.  

https://vimeo.com/194114488
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Fellowship Groups:   
Ladies’ Breakfast: Our ladies gather at 9:00 AM for 

breakfast at the Gatekeeper Restaurant in Westbank the 

first Saturday of the month.  Next breakfast: Saturday  

January 7th. All ladies are welcome.  

Men’s Breakfast: Our men gather at 8:30 AM for 

breakfast at the Gatekeeper Restaurant in Westbank the 

second Saturday of the month. Next breakfast Saturday  

December 10th.  In lieu of a gift exchange, we will make 

special donations to charities our men’s group have 

supported.  
 

 

 

Happiness Group  
Christmas Luncheon 

Tuesday, December 13th 

11:30AM 
RSVP to Church Office 250.769.5685 

RSVP early 250.769.5685. We prepare for 96. 
 

 

Opportunities For Service  
Rides to Church 

Would you be willing to give a ride to one our 

parishioners, who lives close to you but is no longer able 

to drive to Sunday services or attend other congregational 

events? Call Nora Steffenhagen at 778. 478.4117, she will 

put you on a roster of drivers and will match you with a 

parishioner that lives near you. 

Sunday Coffee Fellowship   

Following our 10:30 AM Sunday worship service all are 

invited to our coffee hour. Members and friends of Grace 

Lutheran are generally assigned to a group which hosts 

coffee fellowship for the Sundays in a given month. Each 

group typically serves for two months a year. Our service 

groups need extra help from time to time If you love to 

serve God in this way, why not consider signing up as a 

spare. Service group leaders could call upon you. Let our 

church office know if you are willing 250.769.5685.  
 

Special Music 

We love to include Special Music 2nd and 4th Sundays at 

the 10:30 service.  If you would be interested in singing a 

hymn for special music, or playing an instrumental piece 

during the offering, please put your name on the special 

music sign-up sheet on the bulletin board and Miriam will 

be in touch with you. 
 

Praise Band  

Praise Band practices on Friday afternoons at 4:00 p.m. 

They lead the congregation in song at the 9:00 AM service. 

We welcome anyone who has a voice and wants to sing 

to the Lord, will honor the leadership of our Praise Band 

and will   promote harmony among the members of the 

Praise Band. Please speak to Deni Skutshek 250.862.9098 

or the Church Office 250.769.5685 for information. 
 

Grace Choir  

Grace Choir provides a special musical offering during 

worship on the first and third Sunday of each month from 

September to May. We practice on Thursdays from 7:00-

8:30PM. We welcome anyone who has a voice and wants 

to sing to the Lord, will honor the leadership of our choir 

director and accompanists (and their substitutes), and will   

promote harmony among the members of the choir. 

Please speak to Deni Skutshek 250.862.9098 or the Church 

Office 250.769.5685 for information.  

Community OUTREACH  
Kelowna’s Gospel Mission 

The 4th Tuesday of every month a team from Grace 

Lutheran goes to the Gospel Mission. They help in the 

kitchen with lunch and dinner preparation. If you are 

called to help, contact Penny Pfahl at 250.707.0418 or by 

email: pennymelvin@shaw.ca 
 

Youth at Risk 

Grace Lutheran Church has made a commitment to 

provide one meal per month to the Westbank Boys & Girls 

Club Youth at Risk Program.  We are looking for 

volunteers to assemble into teams to cook the meals.  If 

this sounds like something you can do, the sign-up sheet 

is on the narthex table.  You can sign up individually or as 

a team.  For more information please speak with Innes 

Wunderlich after the service or call the office at 

250.769.5685.  

Confirmation & Youth  
Confirmation News: Our last confirmation class before 

Christmas will be Wednesday Dec. 7th.  We will start up 

again in 2017 on January the 4th at 4pm. Confirmation 

Sunday will be held on Pentecost Sunday, June 4th, for 

students who are in 2nd year confirmation. 

Upcoming Youth events: 

 Gospel Mission December 27th ~ Please meet at 

the church at 9:45AM 

 Big white Youth event January 28th  

May God bless you in this Advent and Christmas season! 

Pastor David  

mailto:pennymelvin@shaw.ca
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CALC President’s trAveL itinerAry 

October 30 Pastor Ed preached and gave a presentation 

on CALC to a congregation in Toronto. 

November 18-20 Pastor Ed was at Immanuel Lutheran 

Church of Rosenthal near Stony Plain, Alberta.  

 

COMPASSION 

CORNER 
We lift up in prayer the families of 

those who have recently gone to be 

with the Lord, including the Ryan/Sommerfeld, 

Beaudreau/Hartness, Williams, Osness, Wentland/Harden, 

and Paterson/Vint families; those recovering from surgery 

including Janet Scholz; those in need of prayer at home 

including Bill Doyle, Bruce Poirier, Lorraine Logan, Jake 

Pauls, Gerald Schuler, Lorraine (Meril Minty’s sister), Nedra 

Schuler, Brad Fenson, Mary Pauls, Irma Krusel, Lilly 

Matzigkeit, Ella Balija, Clayton Hack, Gertraude Kreissig, 

Krystian Poirier, Eric Godlien (Karl Broz’s friend), baby 

Ewen Wilson, Mary Toth, Lorraine Wentland, Diane 

Hamilton, Annamarie Mayer, Marian Ruff, Ferne Sather, 

Dean Rigsby (Deni Skutshek’s step-brother), Pastor Horst 

Gutsche, Helene Hack, Arline Nikolaj and Tema Fenson.  

 
In Loving Memory 

 

Pat Ryan 
January 17, 1940 – November 28, 2016 

Pat was born on the family farm near Selkirk, Manitoba, 

on January 17, 1940.   He passed away on November 28, 

2016 at Kelowna Hospice House following a battle with 

cancer.   

Left to cherish his memory are Ursula Sommerfeld, the 

love of his life; his siblings, Ruth, Ron, Kitty and Becky; his 

sons Kenneth, Devon and Patrick; his grandchildren and 

great grandchildren; together with Ursula’s children and 

grandchildren. Pat was predeceased by his daughter 

Shannon and his parents Albert and Ethel.  

The eldest of five siblings, he worked alongside his father 

on the farm. He was an accomplished athlete in baseball 

and hockey. He loved curling and competed in the 

Manitoba High School Curling Bonspiel. Following 

graduation from high school, Pat moved to Winnipeg and 

entered the elevator industry, rising to the rank of 

inspector. As an inspector, his strong work ethic and 

meticulous nature ensured that industry standards were 

upheld and enforced.  Pat will be deeply missed by all who 

knew him.  

A Celebration of Pat’s Life was held at Grace Lutheran 

Church on Saturday December 3rd, 2016. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annette Beaudreau 
July 29, 1970 – October 17, 2016 

After a lengthy battle with cancer, we sadly announce the 

passing of Annette Christene Beaudreau on October 17, 

2016 in Kelowna, BC. 

Annette was born in Halifax, NS and attended Dalhousie 

University. She married Brad Beaudreau in August of 1999. 

She was the Manager of Recreation and Culture for the 

City of West Kelowna, BC. She was involved in a vast 

number of sports, committees, community plans and 

events. Her happiest moments were when she spent her 

time with family and friends. She enjoyed the outdoors, 

camping and attending her children’s events.  

She will be lovingly remembered by her Husband Brad, 

her Son Alex and Daughter Jillian, her Parents Bill and 

Helen Graham from Three Fathom Harbour NS, her 

Brother Brent, her Father-in-law Bob and Mother-in-law 

Sherry Beaudreau, her brother-in-law Derek and sister-in-

law Olivia. She will be missed by her many Aunts, Uncles, 

Nieces, Nephews, Cousins and Friends. 

 A Celebration of Life was held at Grace Lutheran Church, 

West Kelowna on Monday October 24, 2016 at 1:30pm. 
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December 2016 – Grace Lutheran Church 

Sunday  Monday   Tuesday   Wednesday   Thursday   Friday   Saturday   

        1  2  3  

  

  

    

  

  

  

  

5:30PM Girl Guides 
Basement  
7:00 PM Choir Practice  

2:00 PM 7thAnnual 
Christmas Joy 
Concert   
4:00PM Praise 
Band  

11:00 AM  
Pat Ryan 
Celebration of Life  
  
  

4  5  6  7  8  9  10  
Second Advent  
9:00 AM C-Worship    
10:30 AM T-Worship   

   

 7:00PM 
Spectrum 
Singers  

2:00PMStewardship 
Committee Meeting  
2:00PMLakeview 
Lodge Chapel PE  

9:30AM Ladies Bible 
Study Fireside Room  
11:00 AM Bible 
Study and Table 
Talk   
4:00PM 
Confirmation  

8:30 AM Gospel 
Mission Staff Devotion 
PE  
5:00 PM Girl Guides/ 
Montessori Christmas 
in a Nutshell Pizza 
Party  
Fellowship Hall  
7:00 PM Choir Practice   

4:00PMPraise 
Band  
  

 8:30 AM Men’s 
Breakfast 
Gatekeeper  

11  12  13  14  15  16  17  
Third Advent  
9:00 AM C-Worship    
10:30 AM T-Worship 
Special Sunday School 
Program   
1:30 PM Brookhaven 
PD  

  11:30AM Happiness 
Christmas Luncheon  
7:00 PM Church 
Council  

9:30AM Ladies Bible 
Study Fireside Room  

5:30 PM Girl Guides 
Basement  
6:00 PM Choir Potluck 
& Practice  

4:00PM Praise 
Band  
  

1:00 -4:00 PM 
Finnish Service  

18  
Fourth Advent  
9:00AM C-Worship  
10:30AM T-Worship  
2:00 PM Chapel at 
Mountainview Village 
PE 

19  20  
1:30PM Pine Acres 
Chapel PE  
6:30-8:30PM Mary 
Reynolds Recital 
Sanctuary  

21  22  23  24  
Nativity of Our 
Lord  
Christmas Eve   
5:00 PM   
Candlelight Service  
7:00 PM   
Candlelight Service  

      School Break    School Break    School Break    School Break    

25  26  27  28  29  30  31  
Nativity of Our Lord  
Christmas Day  
9:00 AM C-Worship    
10:30 AM T-Worship   
  

Boxing Day  

-Office Closed -  

10:00AM-1:00PM 
Gospel Mission Youth 
Event - Meet at the 
church at 9:45AM 

  

  

      

      School Break    School Break    School Break    School Break    

 


