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Pastor Ed’s Message 
Reflections on Israel 2019  

Nazareth Village 

 

Deni and I just returned from our pilgrimage to Israel (March 
18 to April 3). I wanted to share one of the highlights of the trip 
for me. We spent several days in Nazareth, the city where 
Jesus’ immaculate conception occurred, he spent his 
childhood and grew into a young man. When Jesus reached the 
age of thirty, he left Nazareth for Galilee and he began his 
ministry.  

Pilgrims to the Holy Land usually only see the dead stones of 
ancient ruins.  Within the modern city of Nazareth, you find 
“Nazareth Village” a very different place.  

In 1906 the Edinburgh Medical Missionary Society (now called 
the Nazareth Trust) established a hospital in Nazareth. The 
hospital lands included fourteen acres of steep hillside. The 
hillside land sat vacant until 1996, when some excavations 
were undertaken by the University of the Holy Land, a Christian 
university located in Jerusalem. The excavations revealed that 
the hillside parcel was quarried and farmed during the period 
from 200 BC to 100 AD (before and after the time Jesus walked 
the earth). The agricultural ruins discovered include three 
watchtowers, a wine press, stone quarries, farm terraces and 
a spring-fed irrigation system carved from bedrock. The hillside 
was ideal for growing grapes and making wine – a leading 
industry of ancient Galilee. 

The Nazareth Trust rebuilt some of the terrace walls and other 
buildings they unearthed and opened an open-air museum 
that reconstructs and reenacts village life in Galilee at the time 
of Jesus. The village features houses, terraced fields, wine and 
olive presses all built to resemble those that would have been 
in a Galilee village at Jesus’ time. Actors dress in period 
costume and show visitors how farm, domestic, and craft work 

http://www.gracelutherankelowna.com/
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was performed some two thousand years ago. The displays 
bring scriptures to life. 

Three features of this living museum really grabbed me. The 
village’s synagogue, its olive oil press and wine press.  Jesus 
would have worshiped in a synagogue every Sabbath. He 
would most likely have been involved in the harvest of grapes 
and olives every year. He may have trod grapes and helped 
pressing olive oil.  As our village tour guide pointed out, the 
synagogue, oil press and wine press pointed to Jesus’ identity 
and destiny.   

Unlike most other ruins of synagogues in Israel, the synagogue 
in Nazareth village was rebuilt using what experts gleaned 
from the many synagogues unearthed in the Holy Land. 
Entering the synagogue was like traveling back to the time 
Jesus walked the earth. Below are pictures of the exterior and 
interior of the completed synagogue.  

 

 

Jesus grew up in Nazareth. He moved to Capernaum when his 
ministry began. He had performed many miracles in other 
towns in the region of Galilee. Matthew, Mark and Luke reveal 
that Jesus went back to his synagogue in Nazareth. He went to 
Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath 
day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. He stood 
up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to 
him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written: “The 
Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to 
proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim 
freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to 
set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s 

favor.”  Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the 
attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the 
synagogue were fastened on him.  He began by saying to them, 
“Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” (Luke 4:16-
21).  

At first the people in the synagogue praised Jesus for his 
preaching. They liked his message. They understood that this 
text referred to the promised Messiah. They were waiting for 
a Messiah who would save them from Rome’s clutches. 
However, the crowd’s focus soon turned from the message to 
the messenger. “Isn’t he Joseph’s son?” The Gospel lesson 
ends with the citizens of his hometown taking great offence at 
Jesus and his preaching. Their ire caused them to drive him out 
of the synagogue, then out of the village and finally up a 
hillside to the edge of a cliff. They resolved to throw him to his 
death. Jesus walked right through that crowd unscathed. It was 
not yet his time. This incident pointed to how the Scriptures 
were to be fulfilled by Jesus. The ire that was aroused in 
Nazareth would later be aroused in Jerusalem. However, 
unlike at Nazareth, Jesus would not escape death in Jerusalem.   

The Nazareth Trust unearthed and repaired and rebuilt a series 
of terrace walls. The walls were skillfully crafted on the steep 
slopes.  An irrigation system cut into the rock irrigated each 
terrace. The floor of each terrace was layered with limestone 
which permitted excess water to flow to the terrace below, 
thereby assuring no water wasted. The terraces were filled 
with rich fertile soil which the villagers would have dug from 
the banks of local rivers and streams and would have been 
hauled to the hillside one donkey load at a time. Olive trees, 
grapevines and vegetables were planted on these terraces.  

The town would have included an olive press. The Nazareth 
Trust painstakingly built an olive press, using the best evidence 
revealed from other ruins.   Below is a picture of an olive tree 
planted behind one of the terraces the Nazareth Trust 
unearthed.  

 

During September and October of each year, the villagers 
would have picked the ripe olives and would have harvested 
the oil, the lifeblood of each olive. Harvesting the oil was a 
complicated process.  
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The olives would first be crushed and ground up in this ancient 
grinder. A donkey would be hitched to the wooden lever. The 
donkey would move the stone grinding wheel over the olives 
creating a mash. The mash would be packed into mesh bags.   

 

The olive mash would be put into an oil press. The oil press was 
made up of a base which consisted of a circular stone (located 
on the far left of the picture above) and a wooden lid which 
was attached to a wooden lever. The lever pressed the lid on 
the olives placed on the stone base.   A circular channel was 
cut on the perimeter of the press’ circular stone base. A small 
channel was also cut into that circular perimeter channel 
which allowed oil trapped in the channel to flow into jars and 
containers. When the wooden lid was pulled down on the olive 
mash it is referred to as a “press.” With each press the oil 
would flow into the channel cut around the perimeter circular 
olive press and then into containers.   

The first press was done without any tying additional stone 
weights to the wooden lever. The oil that would come out of 
the first press was of the best quality. This oil was a rich green 
color, very aromatic and pleasing to the eye.  Not much oil 
came out of the first press. The olive oil produced by the first 
press was called the “first fruits.” We call it extra virgin olive oil 
today. This oil was used for religious purposes only. For 
anointing people and burning lamps in holy places (including 
the Temple in Jerusalem and the synagogue).  

The olive mash was then pressed a second time. Stone weights 
were tied to the wooden lever this time. Much more oil came 
out. The oil that came out of the second press was used for 
eating, cooking, as a moisturizer/conditioner for hair and skin 
and to soothe wounds.  The mash was pressed a third time to 
get any remaining oil. More weights were tied to the lever. This 
oil was used as fuel for lamps in the home and for making soap.  

The olive press points to the Garden of Gethsemane. The 
Hebrew word Gethsemane means “olive oil press.”  Following 
the Last Supper, Jesus and his disciples went to the Mount of 
Olives to a garden known as Gethsemane. While in that garden 
Jesus was pressed and crushed by thoughts of what lay before 
him on the first Good Friday. He took Peter, James and John 
and asked them to stay awake and pray for him.  Jesus left the 
three and prayed to God earnestly. He was so overwhelmed 
the scriptures say   his sweat was like drops of blood falling to 
the ground. (Luke 22:44) He asked God to take this cup from 
him if it were possible. He prayed to God two more times. In 
the end he prayed “your will not mine” and then again “your 
will be done father.”   God sent an angel and strengthened 
Jesus. When he returned to the disciples a third time, Judas, 
some soldiers and religious elite came and arrested Jesus.      

Grapevines were planted on some of the   terraces that were 
unearthed. This living museum included a vineyard. Jesus may 
well have picked grapes when they ripened every fall.   

 

Archeologists found a winepress which had been carved into 
the hillside. Grapes would have been pressed by foot in the 
indentation carved into the stone (located at the top of the 
picture below). A small channel was cut into the rock that 
would have let the grape juice flow into the pit carved below.      

 

 

We learned that the grapes were pressed by barefooted 
people, rather than a grinding stone. Human feet would assure 
that the grapes’ seeds would not be broken. The insides of 
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grape seeds are quite bitter and would therefore add a bitter 
taste to the wine.     We also learned that in addition to being 
full of natural sugars, a grape’s skin is full of wild yeast. As soon 
as the grape’s skin is broken, the yeast enters the grape juice 
and fermentation can begin. To make wine, all the winemaker 
must do is collect his grapes and gently crush them, releasing 
the sugary juice and thereby exposing the juice to the yeasts. 
The grape juice would be scooped up and placed into freshly 
made wineskins. The wineskins were made of animal skins. The 
new wineskins would stretch as the wine fermented.  

For hundreds of years grapes gave their lives and their 
lifeblood in stone winepresses carved out of  hillsides.  The fruit 
of their crushing and death produced wine that nourished 
people and gladdened their hearts.   

The hillside in Nazareth pointed to a hillside in Jerusalem called 
Golgotha (the place of a skull). A hole had been cut into that 
hillside. The hole cut into Golgotha was not for crushing 
grapes. Its purpose was to receive the butt end of a cross used 
for crucifixion. The cross crushed men like grapes. Like the 
juice of a grape, a crucified man’s blood and life flowed from 
him.   

Our Lord Jesus was crushed like a grape when they nailed him 
to a cross. Its butt end of was put into that hole prepared for it 
on Golgotha. The Gospels reveal that Jesus suffered and his 
blood flowed.  His life was squeezed from him. His suffering, 
the blood that flowed from him, and his death were a sacrifice 
to God which satisfied God’s wrath produced by our sins and 
paid for the consequences of our sins. The Gospels declare that 
Jesus did not stay dead, rather God raised him from the dead.  

The blood that flowed from him, his innocent suffering, his 
innocent death and his glorious resurrection produced 
something beautiful. They sanctified the wine of Holy 
Communion.  Jesus said, “Take and drink this is my blood of the 
covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of 
sins.” By these words our living savior promises to come to us 
in and under this wine and to forgive our sins.  

I will not forget Nazareth Village. Its synagogue pointed to the 
past. Jesus once graced synagogues in Nazareth and 
throughout ancient Israel. The same synagogue points to the 
present. My risen Lord and Savior is among us every time we 
gather in his name (Matthew 18:20). Whenever I see olive oil, 
I will remember that, like the olives that produced the oil, Jesus 
was pressed. It will remind me that, in the depths of the agony 
caused by the pressure of impending crucifixion and death, 
Jesus called out to God and God sent an angel to strengthen 
him for the task ahead. The oil will remind me that when I am 
being pressed, I can pray to a Savior who has experienced my 
pressure and knows my pain.  He will give me the grace to 
endure, and in the end, to overcome.  Whenever I see the wine 
of Holy Communion, I will remember that Jesus was crushed 
like the grapes that made the wine.  Like the grapes, he gave 
up his life for me. The Savior whose suffering and death 
consecrated this wine takes away my sin and creates a new and 
clean heart within me. Unlike the grapes who died for the 
wine, Jesus was resurrected. If I believe that, I will live even 
though I die. (John 11:25-26). 

In Christ, Pastor Ed 

Ten Proven Ways to Kill 
Your Church 
By Rev. Dr. John H. Krahn 

1) Attend only when you absolutely feel like it.  

2) When you do attend, find fault with something. 

3) Do not give generously to the Lord’s work. 

4) Only make your regular weekly offering on the Sundays 
you actually attend.  

5) Volunteer for nothing. 

6) Do not pray daily for God to bless your church and its 
ministry. 

7) Do not read your Bible regularly and never attend a church 
Bible study. 

8) If you do not like something the pastor or the church 
leaders are doing, do not tell them, but tell everyone else 
of your displeasure. 

9) Never invite an unchurched person to your church. 

10) Never ask the Lord, “What do you 
want me to do as a member of my 
church?” 

11) Rev. Dr. Krahn is the author of 
the bestselling book, From Surviving to 
Thriving - A Practical Guide to 
Revitalize Your Church. It is available 

from CSS Publishing Company, Barnes and Noble, 
and Amazon. He was the keynote speaker at CALC’s 
2018 Annual General Convention.  

March at Grace Lutheran Church  

RENOVATIONS AT GRACE Renovations began at Grace 

for Ceiling Repair on January 28th and were completed on 

March 16th
. We will have a Dedication Service of the 

Renovations in the Fellowship Hall with a Luncheon to 

follow on Sunday, April 28th after the 10:30 AM Service. 
 

 

Holy Week Services  
Sunday, April 14      PALM SUNDAY 

                9:00AM     Contemporary Worship Service 
              10:30AM     Traditional Worship Service 

Thursday, April 18   MAUNDY THURSDAY  

                7:00PM      Maundy Thursday Service 

Friday, April 19         GOOD FRIDAY 

              10:30AM      Good Friday Service 

Sunday, April 21      EASTER SUNDAY 

                8:00AM      Easter Breakfast 
               9:00 AM      Contemporary Worship Service 
              10:30AM      Traditional Worship Service 
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Lenten Bible Study 

The Life and 

Times of Moses 

Video/Bible Presentation 

 
Wednesdays 

 March 13th to April 10th 
We will be meeting in the sanctuary on 
Wednesdays starting at 6:30PM. Any 

questions please contact: Pastor David 

 

Friday, April 19th – Good Friday – 11:30 AM – Youth 

Event – Colouring Easter Eggs.  Call Pastor David for all 

the details 250.317.6502 

Summer Camp – This year we are going to Gardom 

Lake Camp – Boys Survival Camp – Ages 11-13 will be 

July 28th to August 2nd. Teen H20 Camp – Ages 13-16 

will be August 11th to August 16th.  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What is Our Need? To keep the coffee fellowship every 

Sunday, we need your help and we encourage every person to 
get involved weather you are first or second service. 

What is the commitment? 
Your commitment would be to help in the kitchen ONE SUNDAY 
EVERY FIVE MONTHS. Your team leader will work with you to 
pick a Sunday on your work month that will work into your 
schedule. 

What would I have to do? 
You will be part of a team and jobs can be assigned to ability. 

• Bring something for the goodie table, i.e., cut up fruit, 
cookies, a loaf or squares; about 6 dozen pieces. Home-
made or store-bought goodies are ok or give your team 
leader money to pick something up. 

• Prepare the fellowship room this will involve taking down 
the chairs if they are still on the tables. 

• Help set up the cups, coffee, cream & sugar; make coffee 
and tea and set out glasses for water & juice prior to 
service. 

• Collect the cups wash them put them through the 
sterilizer and back in the cupboard after fellowship. 
Communion Sundays clean the communion cups and put 
them away. 

• Wash the tables off after fellowship and clean the coffee 
makers. 

• Put the chairs back on the tables.  

We have 5 faithful group leaders who really need your help on 
their teams.  Please consider volunteering in this very 
important part of ministry at Grace Lutheran Church. It is a 
great way to meet everyone in the congregation and make 
new friends at the same time! Contact Miriam at the church 
office 250.769.5685 or one of the five team leaders: Coco 
Heebner 250.769.6124; Karen Arend 250.769.5126; Erika Burt 
250.768.5912 Frieda Schwarz 250.452.9245; and Margaret 
Knoess 250.768.0157. 

Bringing Cake to Sunday Coffee Fellowship? 
 

 

 

 
I 

 

f you are bringing a celebration cake to share during Coffee 

Fellowship, please let the group leader for the month know: 

Coco Heebner 250.769.6124; Karen Arend 250.769.5126; 

Erika Burt 250.768.5912; Frieda Schwarz 250.452.9245; 

and Margaret Knoess 250.768.0157. 



6 
 

CALC President’s trAveL itinerAry 

June 7th- Meet with Good Shepherd Congregation, Toronto ON 
June 8th- Ontario Cluster at Good Shepherd, Toronto ON 
June 9th – Ordination of John Lofstedt, Pembroke, ON 
June 10th- Travel back to Kelowna 
June 17th – ILT Seminary Board Meeting, Brookings, SD 
June 18th – ILT Seminary Board Meeting, Brookings, SD 
June 19th – ILT Seminary Meeting, Brookings, SD 

 

Congregational Life 
 

COMPASSION 

CORNER 

Remember in prayer everyone in our 
church family who mourns including 
the Wilson, Nikolaj and Hietanen/Scott 
families; pray for those in hospital 

including Frieda Splett; pray for those recovering from surgery 
including Diane Hamilton, Ruby Weber and Coco Heebner; those 
in need of prayer at home including Martha Fawcett; Liam 
Lauinger, Al Campbell, Myrtle Wilson, Logan, Diane Hamilton, 
Cindy Cressman, Bruce Poirier, Evelyn Werner, Doris Lyseng, Lilly 
Matzigkeit, Bill Doyle, Ella Balija, Clayton Hack, Gertraude 
Kreissig, Krystian Poirier, Mary Toth, Lorraine Wentland, 
Annamarie Mayer, Ferne Sather, Dean Rigsby, Helene Hack and 
Tema Fenson. I will not forget you!  For I have inscribed you on 
the palms of my hands. Isaiah 49:15-16.   

 

 

Congratulations to 

Heather & Michael Oram 

Married at Grace Lutheran Church on 

Saturday, March 30, 2019. 

 

 

Christian Education 
Sundays  
10:15AM: Discussion Group meets in the Fireside Room after 
the early service.  

10:30AM: Sunday School. Our Sunday School meets during the 
10:30AM service.  

Wednesdays  
9:30AM: Ladies Bible Study a group of ladies meets with Lilias 
Statham on Wednesday mornings from 9:30 to 11:00AM. If you 
want more information, please call Lilias at 250.767.0153.    

Confirmation: Pastor David meets with the Confirmands on 
Wednesdays at 4:00PM and extra classes will be arranged as 
needed. Students who turned 12 in 2018, or are older, may be 
eligible for our Confirmation program. Please call Pastor David 
at 250.769.5685 for information.   

Thursdays  
1:30AM: Bible Study. Study on John’s Gospel will be in hiatus 
until April 25, the Thursday after Easter. 
 

Serving Others 

Volunteer at the 
Kelowna Gospel Mission 

251 Leon Ave, Kelowna, BC 

On the 4th Tuesday of every month a team from Grace 
Lutheran goes to the Kelowna Gospel Mission. They help in the 
kitchen with lunch and dinner preparation. If you would like to 

serve in this way, please contact Corinn Lutz at 250.869.8092 
or by email:   timcorlutz@gmail.com 
__________________________________________________ 
 

Rides to Church   
Do you need a ride to Sunday services or special 
congregational events? Would you be willing to give someone 
a ride to Sunday services or special events?  

Call Nora Steffenhagen at 778. 478.4117, she will match those 
who need a ride and those willing to give a ride.  
 

 

HEALING SERVICE 
with Holy Communion will be held on Wednesday, 

April 24th at 6:00PM. 

 

PRAISE 
the Lord! 

mailto:timcorlutz@gmail.com
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Serving in Worship 

 

Special Music 
We love to include Special Music at the 10:30AM service.  If 
you would be interested in singing a hymn for special music, or 
playing an instrumental piece during the offering, please put 
your name on the special music sign-up sheet on the bulletin 
board and Miriam will be in touch with you. 

Praise Band 
Praise Band practices on Friday afternoons at 4:00PM. They lead 

the congregation in song at the 9:00AM service. We welcome 
anyone who has a voice and wants to sing to the Lord. Please 
speak to Deni Skutshek 250.862.9098 or the Church Office 
250.769.5685 for information. 

 

Grace Choir 
Grace Choir provides a special musical offering during worship 
on the first and third Sunday of each month. We sing from 
September through May. We welcome anyone who has a voice 
and wants to sing to the Lord. We practice on Thursdays from 
7:00-8:30PM. If you have any questions, please speak to Deni 
Skutshek 250.862.9098 or the Church Office 250.769.5685 for 
information. 

Sound Booth 
Are you interested in working with the team that run the sound 
booth? Please contact our church office an 250.769.5685 and 
Miriam will put you in touch with Al Hamilton or another 
member of our tech team. 

 

Fellowship 
Men’s Breakfast: Grace men gather at 8:30AM for breakfast 

at Grace Lutheran in the Fellowship Hall the second Saturday 
of the month. Our next breakfast Saturday, April 13th.  All men 
are welcome. 
 

 

 

Happiness Group Luncheon: 
The next Happiness Group luncheon will be on Thursday, May 
2nd at 11:30AM.  We will enjoy singing, devotions, fellowship, 
fun, and a lovely luncheon with all the trimmings. Please RSVP. 

Register by calling the church office 250.769.5685; sign-up 
sheet or email us at: info@gracelutherankelowna.com 

__________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

 

Council and Committee Meetings 
Church Council: Tuesday April 9th at 7:00PM Fireside 

Room. 

Stewardship Committee: Tuesday April 2nd 3:00 PM in 

the Fireside Room 

Worship & Music Committee: TBA 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:info@gracelutherankelowna.com
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April 2019 – Grace Lutheran Church 
Sunday Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

 1 2 3 4                             5 6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7:00PM 
Spectrum 
Singers 
 
 
 

2:00PM Lakeview 
Lodge   PD 
3:00PM 
Stewardship  
Committee 

9:30-11:00AM Ladies 
Study Fireside Room 
4:00PM Confirmation 
6:30PM Lenten 
Service – Life & 
Times of Moses  

5:30PM Girl 
Guides  
7:00 PM Choir 
Practice 
 

4:00PM Praise Band 
 

 

Pastor Ed on Study Leave in 
Israel 

 

7 8 
7:00PM 
Spectrum 
Singers 
 

9 
7:00PM Church 
Council 

10 
9:30-11:00AM Ladies 
Study Fireside Room 
4:00PM Confirmation 
6:30PM Lenten 
Service – Life & 
Times of Moses  
 

11 
5:30PM Girl 
Guides  
7:00 PM Choir 
Practice 
 

12 
4:00PM Praise Band 
 

 

13 
8:30AM Men’s 
Breakfast Grace 
Fellowship Hall 
11:30AM Secret Sisters 
Potluck Lunch & 
Reveal. – Grace 
Fellowship Hall 

Lent 5 

9:00AM C-Worship   
10:15AM Discussion 
Group Fireside Room 
10:30AM T-Worship 
 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
Palm Sunday 7:00PM 

Spectrum 
Singers 

 9:30-11:00AM Ladies 
Study Fireside Room 
 

5:30PM Girl 
Guides  
7:00PM 
Maundy 
Thursday 
Service 

10:30AM Good Friday 
Service 
11:30AM 
Youth Event 
Colouring Easter Eggs 

 
 
 

9:00AM C-Worship   
10:15AM Discussion 
Group Fireside Room 
10:30AM T-Worship  
10:45AM Sunday School 
1:30PM Brookhaven SK 

21 22 23 24  25 26 27 
Easter Sunday 
8:00AM Easter Breakfast 
9:00 AM C-Worship   
10:15AM Discussion 
Group Fireside Room 
10:30AM T-Worship  

7:00PM 
Spectrum 
Singers 
 
 

1:30 PM Pine 
Acres PE 

 9:30-11:00AM 
Ladies Study Fireside 
Room 
4:00PM Confirmation 
6:00PM Healing 
Service  
 

1:30PM Bible 
Study 
5:30PM Girl 
Guides  
7:00 PM Choir 
Practice 
 

 1:00-4:00 PM Emmaus 
Finnish Service 
  

28 29 30     

Easter 2 
9:00AM C-Worship   
10:15AM Discussion 
Group Fireside Room 
10:30AM T-Worship - 
10:30AM Confirmation 
10:45AM Sunday School 
11:30AM Renovation 
Dedication Luncheon 
Fellowship Hall 

7:00PM 
Spectrum 
Singers 

10:00AM-
1:00PM 
Gospel Mission   
 

  

 

 


