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Pastor Ed’s Message 

He Still Moves Stones  
Published in the Kelowna Capital News  

On the first Good Friday, Jesus’ dead body was wrapped 

in linen strips and placed in a tomb carved into a hillside. 

A large stone was rolled in front of the entrance to the 

tomb. (Mark 15:42-47) Mary Magdalene and some other 

women witnessed this. Early on the first Easter morning, 

these women went back to the tomb in order to properly 

anoint Jesus’ body with spices. They wondered how they 

were going to remove the stone from the tomb.  

When they arrived at the tomb they found the stone rolled 

away. Inside the tomb they found an angel who 

announced that Jesus had risen from the dead, had gone 

to Galilee and would see his disciples there later. Jesus 

appeared to Mary Magdalene later the same morning. 

(John 20:11-19) She told the disciples all these things. 

Peter and some other disciples went to see the tomb. They 

saw the stone rolled away. They saw linen that had been 

wrapped around Jesus’ body just lying there. They did not 

believe.  

St. John’s Gospel reveals that the evening of the first 

Easter Sunday, the disciples gathered in a secret location 

in Jerusalem. They shut and locked the door to the house. 

Jesus had kept them safe by his miraculous power. He had 

given them purpose and hope. They came to believe they 

would reign on earth with him. Jesus and his protection 

were now gone. They feared retribution and death at the 

hands of the religious and political authorities that had 

killed Jesus.  Their consciences were wracked with guilt. 

Peter had denied Jesus and the others had abandoned 

him.  The room and the locked door pointed to their own 

entombment. They were imprisoned by their fear and 

guilt. The locked door, was the large stone that sealed the 

entrance to their tomb. How could they be saved from this 

tomb? Who would roll their stone away?  

John’s Gospel declares that the locked doors and windows 

could not keep Jesus out. He miraculously appeared 

among his disciples.  He showed them his hands and feet 

with the nail holes intact and his gashed side, evidence of 
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his crucifixion and death. He announced peace to them. 

The nail holes and wound in his side preached a sermon 

to them. The words of the Prophet Isaiah had been 

fulfilled: “But he was pierced for our transgressions, he 

was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that 

brought us peace was on him,  and by his wounds we are 

healed.” (Isaiah 53:5). By his innocent suffering and death, 

Jesus had rolled the stone away from their hearts and 

minds, freed them from their sin and guilt and opened the 

way to new life for them, for this life and for eternity.  

Some things have not changed much from that first Easter 

Sunday. I, like the disciples, often become entombed in 

the same way. Something happens, a button is pushed 

and I begin to think of a thorny situation from the past. A 

time when I hurt another by my actions and then the other 

turned around and hurt me.  As I replay the situation in 

my mind again and again I am grieved and shamed of my 

own un-Christian actions toward that other and angered 

by the hurt inflicted by the other on me. I demand that the 

other suffer for the trespasses against me. I just can’t stop 

thinking about it.  I become a prisoner in my own mind. 

Circular thinking holds me hostage, it locks the door and 

throws away the key. I am trapped. How can I be saved 

from this tomb? 

When the Gospel is proclaimed to me, Jesus appears in 

my tomb. He reminds me of King David and the many sins 

he had committed: adultery with Bathsheba and the 

murder of her husband Uriah. King David confessed this 

about all the sin he had committed: “Against you, you 

only, have I sinned    and done what is evil in your sight” 

(Psalm 51:5). King David boldly declared that all sin, 

regardless of the identity of the victim or perpetrator, is, 

in the final analysis, against God. God is thus completely 

justified in punishing me for the pain, loss and grief I 

caused others and punishing all those who caused my 

pain, grief and loss.  I need this stone rolled away. 

The Gospel shocks me and causes me to see my life in a 

different way. The situation which caused my circular 

thinking is not about determining which of two sinful 

people was just and right. The situation is about God and 

how God is maligned and grieved by me, and the other 

person involved, in a sinful exchange.  Jesus reminds me 

that he has taken my punishment upon him. He was 

pierced for my transgressions and by his stripes I am 

healed.  He has freed me from the sins I have committed. 

He rolls that stone away. He opens the door for new 

thoughts to enter into my mind. A deep desire to forgive 

those who have hurt me; a deep desire that Jesus would 

move those whom I hurt to forgive me; and a prayer that 

Jesus would make peace between us. Hope arises.   

Got a stone that needs to be rolled away? The Gospel is 

proclaimed at Grace Lutheran Church every Sunday 

morning at 9:00AM (Contemporary with Praise Band), and 

10:30AM (Traditional Service). We also have a healing 

service the last Wednesday of every month at 6:00PM.  

See you there. In Christ, Pastor Ed Skutshek 

 

Pastor David’s Message  
Easter Terror Attack in Pakistan 

On Easter Sunday of this year, it is estimated that around 

70 individuals were murdered in a terrorist plot.  The 

target was a Christian Community in Pakistan. The attack 

took the lives of many women and children, but also a 

number of Muslims were hurt or killed.  It saddens many 

to hear this news on Easter weekend.   As a Christian living 

in the West, I woke up to a peaceful morning greeting my 

family with a Happy Easter smile.  My family and I enjoyed 

a peaceful day of worship and fellowship with our friends 

and family.   We are so blessed to live in a country where 

our lives are not threatened when going to church or to 

practice our faith.  We tend to forget about other 

Christians around the world who have to stand up for their 

faith, not knowing if they will be attacked in their acts of 

prayer and worship. Places like Pakistan, Iraq, North Korea, 

and Eritrea are the most difficult places in the world right 

now to be a Christian.   In Eritrea, the population is divided 

between Christians and Muslims.  Christians are often 

forced to pray in secret and if they are caught they may 

be jailed or beaten.    

This reminds me of the story in the Bible of Daniel in the 

lion’s den.  Daniel in the Old Testament was an honest 

government official who served a King and kingdom that 

did not share his beliefs.   The king was good to Daniel, 

however, others were very jealous of him.  His enemies 

tricked King Darius to pass a law stating that no one could 

pray to other gods unless it was to the king himself.  

Daniel knew about this new decree but, never changed his 

devotion to God.  When he was caught praying to his God, 

they reacted by throwing him to the lions, as this was a 

common practice at that time.  God did not forget Daniel, 

and saved him by closing the mouths of the lions.  Daniel 

says in the Bible:  "My God sent his angel, and he shut the 

mouths of the lions. They have not hurt me, because I was 

found innocent in his sight. Nor have I ever done any 

wrong before you, O king." Daniel 6:22 

In the New Testament we have many stories of those 

whom God saved from persecution and others who 

became martyrs of the faith.  The Christians who were 

killed recently in Pakistan, are martyrs of our faith and our 

prayers go out to all who suffered that day.  When we look 

at the story of Daniel, or the story of Peter, who was 
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crucified in Rome under Emperor Nero, we know which 

outcome we want.  We want all stories to end like Daniel’s 

story of course.  Sometimes that is not the case, yet our 

God has a special place for those like Peter and those who 

lost their lives because of their faith.  We can take comfort 

in the passage of the final book called Revelation.  Blessed 

and holy are those who share in the first resurrection. The 

second death has no power over them, but they will be 

priests of God and of Christ and will reign with him for a 

thousand years. Rev. 20:6   We can also take comfort in 

what St. Peter says: “If you are insulted because of the 

Name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and 

of God rests on you... However, if you suffer as a Christian, 

do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that 

name” 1 Peter 4:14 Peter offers encouragement and 

reminds us that Christians will go through hard times.  In 

these times our faith will be tested as it is now when we 

hear of bad news.   Unfortunately, we will hear more news 

about these matters, and Peter does warn us about that.   

We, as Christians, are expected to suffer and be tested.  

We are an Easter people, and we can take comfort that, 

because of Easter and its message, nothing, not even 

death, can separate us from the love of God and His 

eternal promises.   In conclusion, I am writing this article 

because what happened in Pakistan often gets no more 

than a day or two in the press.   I feel like this is one of 

those stories where it’s here today and gone tomorrow.  

In writing this article I hope people will reflect more on 

this topic.  My hope is that this story does not fade away 

in our memories too quickly or too easily, and if it does, 

then we are a very vain people indeed.     

In Christ,   

Pastor David Wunderlich 

 
 

 

  

 
 

Christian Education  

 

Sunday Morning:   

Discussion Group 

Led by: Pastor Jim Statham  

Time: 10:15 AM (after 9:00 AM service)  

Location: Fireside Room  

Topic: The Ten Commandments  

Wednesday Morning:   

Ladies Bible Study 

Led by: Lilias Statham  

Time: 9:30-11:00 AM   

Location: Fireside Room  

Topic: The Parables  

Bible Study/Table Talk 

Led by: Pastor Ed Skutshek   

Time: 11:00 AM to noon.  

April Classes: 13, 20 & 27.  (No classes on April 6th) 

Location: Fellowship Hall   

Topic: The Book of Revelation  

Bag luncheon and discussion follows the Bible Study.  

Confirmation  
Classes are held on Wednesdays  

Led by: Pastor David Wunderlich   

Time: 4:00-5:00 PM   

Location: Fireside Room  

Sunday School  
Sunday School Resumes April 3rd   

Time: 10:45 AM  

Children leave our 10:30 AM worship service, for Sunday 

School, after the Children’s Time. 

Location: Church Basement 

Superintendent:  Heidi Vant Geloof 250.764.7544 or 

hlvantgeloof@telus.net 

  

Congregational Life 
Opportunities for Study, service and 

Fellowship this Winter: 
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Service  

Rides to Church 
Would you be willing to give a ride to one our 

parishioners, who lives close to you but is no longer able 

to drive to Sunday services or attend other congregational 

events? Call Nora Steffenhagen at 778. 478.4117, she will 

put you on a roster of drivers and will match you with a 

parishioner that lives near you. 

Sunday Coffee Fellowship   
Following our 10:30 AM Sunday worship service all are 

invited to our coffee hour. Members and friends of Grace 

Lutheran are generally assigned to a group which hosts 

coffee fellowship for the Sundays in a given month. Each 

group typically serves for two months a year. Our service 

groups need extra from time to time (during the summer 

and winter when many are away). If you love to serve God 

in this way, why not consider signing up as a spare. Service 

group leaders could call upon you. Let our church office 

know if you are willing 250.769.5685.  
 

Special Music 
We love to include Special Music at our 10:30 AM service 

on the second, fourth and fifth Sundays. If you would be 

interested in singing a hymn for special music, or playing 

an instrumental piece during the offering, please put your 

name on the special music sign-up sheet on the bulletin 

board and Miriam will be in touch with you. 
 

Praise Band  

Praise Band practices on Friday afternoons at 4:00 p.m. 

They lead the congregation in song at the 9:00 AM service. 

We welcome anyone who has a voice and wants to sing 

to the Lord! Please speak to Deni Skutshek 250.862.9098 

or the Church Office 250.769.5685 for information.  
 

Grace Choir  

Our Grace Choir performs a musical offering during 

worship on the first and third Sunday of each month from 

September to May. We practice on Thursdays from 7:00- 

8:30 PM. We welcome anyone who has a voice and wants 

to sing to the Lord! Please speak to Deni Skutshek 

250.862.9098 or the Church Office 250.769.5685 for 

information.  

Grace Lutheran Women 
Date: NO Meeting in April     

Time: 9:30 AM 

Place: Fireside Room  

The women of Grace Lutheran Church minister to the 

congregation in so many ways. They maintain our kitchen 

and supply pantry. They minister to grieving families by 

offering hospitality. They support local, national and 

international missions.  

Community OUTREACH  

Kelowna’s Gospel Mission 
251 Leon Ave, Kelowna, BC 

The 4th Tuesday of every month a team from Grace 

Lutheran goes to the Gospel Mission. They help in the 

kitchen with lunch and dinner preparation.  

If you are called to help, contact Penny Pfahl at 

250.707.0418 or by email: pennymelvin@shaw.ca 
 

Youth at Risk 
Grace Lutheran congregation has committed to preparing 

a meal for 50 youth on the 2nd Tuesday of each month.  

You can help in many ways: 

 Make a special donation for the cost of the food used 

to make the meal. 

 Transport the meal from our church to the Boys and 

Girls Club facility on Main Street. The meal is served 

at 4:30 PM.  

Make a dessert or other item for the meal at your home 

and bring it to the church on the 2nd Tuesday at noon. If 

you want to help call Iris MacKinlay at 778.754.1541 or 

Innes Wunderlich at 778.754.3212. 

  

NOW HERE… 

 

A collection box is available in the narthex where 

you can drop off any new or gently worn shoes 

that you no longer need.  Kelowna Sunrise Shoe 

Bank will see that these shoes go to needy 

people in the community. 

 

mailto:pennymelvin@shaw.ca


5 
 

Fellowship 

Secret Sister 

Luncheon  

Find out who your secret 

sister was and receive a new 

secret sister at the potluck 

lunch at 11:30 AM on 

Saturday April 2nd in the 

Fellowship Hall.  

 

Next Ladies’ Breakfast  
Saturday May 7th at the Gatekeeper Restaurant (Holiday 

Inn) at 9:00 AM 

Next Men’s Breakfast  
Saturday April 9th at the Gatekeeper Restaurant (Holiday 

Inn) at 8:30 AM 
 

 

  

Lawrence & Ann Slind Africa Mission  
Special Presentation by Ann Slind 

Sunday April 24th during the 10:30 AM Service  
 

 

 

Hotdog Luncheon 
Sunday April 24th after the 

10:30 AM service hosted by 
GLC Youth 

 

 

Youth Events 
Looking forward to another year of youth activities.  

Below are upcoming events for the year.   If you have 

any questions or want to join in call Pastor David at 

the office:  250.769.5685   

2016 

April 24th - Youth Service, Hotdog Lunch & Laser Tag 

May 22nd – Youth Trip to Mission, BC 

July 1st - Canada Day Parade in Peachland 
 

Happiness Group  

Luncheon & 

Hymn Sing  
   

Tuesday June 14th, 2016 at 11:30 AM 

“Growing in Grace” 

2 Peter 3:18 

A ministry of Grace Lutheran Church 

1162 Hudson Road, West Kelowna, BC, V1Z 1J3 

Please RSVP with: Church Office: 250.769.5685 or 

Wilma Lechner 250.765.5649 
 

March Review of GLC Events 

Lent Holy Week:  Worshipers attended three midweek 

Lenten services, March 2nd, 9th, and 16th. The last two 

services were healing services. Three of the five Lenten 

services were healing services. The healing services were 

the best attended. Next healing service Wed. April 27th. 

Happiness Group. On March 15th, 98 participated in our 

luncheon and sing-along. They enjoyed a delicious roast 

pork luncheon.  Brian Byrne sang two solos, Janet Scholz 

accompanied and led us in hymns, and Pastor David gave 

the devotion. Next Happiness Group luncheon June 14th.  

Palm Sunday 13 new members joined our congregation: 

Lilli Grub, Frieda Woerler, Alice & Albert Kropp; Dallas & 

Linda Hassman, Reinhold & Lydia Ponto, Judy & Herbert 

Heise, Marlene Gouldie, Norma Keller and Rose Mary 

Burnett. 

Maundy Thursday 49 of us dove deep into the meaning 

of Holy Communion as we remembered the night on 

which Jesus was betrayed.  

Good Friday 108 of us listened as Jesus’ Passion from 

Matthew’s Gospel was read and we meditated on the 

meaning of Christ’s humiliation at the hands of the Roman 

guard.   
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Easter Sunday The 8:00 AM Sonrise Service scheduled to 

be held at the Gellatly Nut Farm Regional Park was rained 

out. The service was held at Grace with 40 attending. At 

the 10:30AM service we had 230 in attendance, 

celebrating the Jesus’ resurrection from the dead. Jake 

Akira Hertel, Paul and Rosi Hertel’s grandson, was 

baptized during the service.   

 

 

COMPASSION CORNER 

We remember all the families of 

those who have recently gone 

on to be with the Lord including 

the Slind, Muri, Norheim/Arend, 

Hamlin/Pearston, and Semeniuk 

families.  

We lift up Clayton Hack who recovers in hospital 

from Bacterial Spinal Meningitis. We lift up those 

in need of prayer at home including Gerald 

Schuler, Gloria Szabo, baby Ewen Wilson, Mary 

Toth, Gertraude Kreissig, Bruce and Kristian 

Poirier, Ken Napora, Eric Godlien (Karl Broz’s 

friend), Lorraine Wentland, Diane Hamilton, 

Annamarie Mayer, Marian Ruff, Ferne Sather, Alf 

Schmidt, Sharon Sowles (Diane Hamilton’s 

sister), Dean Rigsby (Deni Skutshek’s step-

brother), Pastor Horst Gutsche, Helene Hack, 

Arline Nikolaj, Tema Fenson, Charlene Klingbeil-

Anderson, George Osness, and Dixie Schoepp. 
And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick 

person well; the Lord will raise them up. James 5:15a 

 

CALC President’s itinerAry 

April 2-3 Pastor Ed is in Vancouver, BC, for a follow-up 

cluster meeting with the group that met on December 5. 

He will preach at Martin Luther Evangelical Lutheran 

Church on the 3rd and he and Deni participate in an 

afternoon program.  

April 5-8 Pastor Ed will attend the Rocky Mountain 

Theological Conference in Canmore, Alberta. 

April 16-17 Cluster meeting of 6 CALC congregations 

along Highway 14 east of Edmonton, Alberta.  

May 28-29 Pastor Ed participates in the 25th Anniversary 

of Vancouver Chinese Lutheran Church, of Burnaby, BC.  

In Loving Memory 
 

Lawrence Milton Slind  

November 1, 1933 - March 6, 2016 

Lawrence died peacefully at MOOG and Friends Hospice. 

He is survived by his wife Ann of 57 years together, his 

daughter Lori-Ann (David) Kaminski of Carman, MB; his 

son Joel (Lorraine) Slind of Archerwill, SK, and his son 

Daniel (Susan) Slind of Birch Hills SK, and 8 Grandchildren.   

Lawrence was born in Rose Valley, SK and grew up on the 

family farm near Archerwill, SK.  He attended Archerwill 

Elementary school, and graduated from Naicam High 

school. 

Shortly after graduation he travelled to Vancouver to 

work.  He obtained his Heavy Duty Mechanics 

Journeyman ticket in 1959. 

He met Ann while in Vancouver and they were married in 

1959.  In 1962 they moved to Prince George where he 

worked as a mechanic until 1965 when they took the 

challenge to return to Archerwill to farm. 

Lawrence was active in a number of Farm organizations.  

He served on the Local and Regional School board as well 

as being active in their local Church while enjoying his 

farming and growing family. He always looked forward to 

visits and times together with family and the 

grandchildren. 

He will be remembered for his passion and commitment 

to farming and later he and Ann spent many fulfilling 

years in Development work in The Gambia, West Africa. 

He built a Compressed Earth Block Press, sending several 

presses to Africa and recently was able to train young men 

over there in the building of the press and making strong 

blocks using local materials. This enables villagers to have 

affordable, strong, secure homes. 
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