
Two Signs 

Last month, I found myself traveling northbound on Interstate 5 freeway deep in the heart 

of the city of Los Angeles, California.  My eye caught a huge billboard on the side of the 

road. The billboard asked passersby this question: “Where Are You Going?” Below this 

question were two pictures and two destinations. One picture was of a blue sky gilded 

with soft white clouds and labeled, Heaven. The other picture was of angry flames and 

labeled, Hell.  At the bottom of the sign a 1-800 telephone number. 

About two minutes later I passed another sign. Big letters at the top of the sign spelled 

out: “Stay Out of Jail.”  It was an advertisement for a law firm. To keep out of jail, the sign 

said, you need a good lawyer. It proudly stated that the LA Law Group was the law firm 

that would keep you out of jail. A 1-800 number was emblazoned on the bottom of the 

sign.   

These two signs really preached to me. Both signs were meant to shock and produce a 

response.  

The question: “Where they were going to Heaven or Hell?” will cause some to laugh it off. 

Some folks do not believe in Heaven or Hell. This life is all there is. On your last day, you 

fade-to-black, never to see the light of life again. Others believe in an afterlife, that better 

place where our friends and relatives go. They believe all human beings go to a happy 

place without much reflection on why or how. Still others believe in Heaven and Hell. They 

believe that if you have lived a good clean life, you merit life in Heaven above. They take 

solace in their basically good life. Still others, while fearing Hell, will take solace in an 

agreement or contract they have entered into with the divine. They have agreed to accept 

a doctrine about the divine and live their lives according to a code of ethics or law given 

by the divine. They believe if they hold up their end of the bargain and live according to 

the divine code, they will, in the end make it to Heaven.     

Some, however, will reflect deeply on the question of Heaven and Hell and themselves 

and conclude as the Apostle Paul did, “I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot 

carry it out.  For I do not do the good I want to do, but the evil I do not want to do—this 

I keep on doing. ….. What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body that 

is subject to death?”   (Roman 7:18-19, 24) Like the Old Testament Prophet Job, these 

souls will come to understand that God is not like a human being, that you could take 

Him to court. You cannot hire a good defense attorney and stay out of jail. They will 

conclude that, even if they or their lawyer, argued a solid case in a lawsuit against God, 

and even won; who could force God to comply with that judgment? (Read Job 9:1-32). 

Like Job they will lament: “If only there were someone to mediate between us, someone 

to bring us together, someone to remove God’s rod from me, so that his terror would 

frighten me no more.” (Job 9:33-34). A mediator is one who puts a hand of friendship and 



reconciliation on the shoulders of two parties that are in a dispute and makes peace 

between them. 

Jesus did not mediate the dispute between God and humanity by a winning word as the 

best defense attorney in the universe. We see Christ’s mediation clearly in his outstretched 

arms on the cross. One hand on God’s shoulders and the other hand on our shoulders. By 

his innocent suffering and death on that cross, Jesus paid for our sins and their 

consequences, and thereby made peace with God. By his resurrection, he promised that 

all who believe in him, his guiding presence in this life and eternal life with God in the 

next.   

Where are you going? Want to change directions? Jesus is the way, the truth and the life 

and the only off-ramp that takes you off the highway to Hell and gets you onto the narrow 

road to Heaven. So…. Sunday morning, take a trip down Highway 97 to Hudson Road. Get 

off on Hudson and you will see Grace Lutheran. We worship at 9:00 and 10:30. You will 

meet Jesus and He can change your direction.  

In Christ,  

Pastor Ed       


