
To Err is Human 

Once upon a time, a young pastor accepted a call to a small rural parish, his first pastoral 

charge.  His first order of business was to visit every family on the church’s membership 

list.   

A common topic of conversation began to emerge as he went from home to home. 

Conversation always seemed to shift to a widow who lived out on a local farm. She was 

once a key leader of their congregation. She had organized the annual congregational 

fundraisers with great success. She sat on church council and always gave wise advice and 

counsel.  However, after her husband passed, things changed.  At the end of a council 

meeting she made a startling revelation. She declared that every Thursday at noon God 

came and spoke to her in an intimate one-on-one conversation. The council’s response 

was an uneasy silence. No one made eye contact with her. Council members left in silence. 

The woman resigned from council and her fundraiser committees. On Sunday mornings 

she was always the last person into the sanctuary at the beginning of worship and the first 

to leave. After a time, she stopped coming to church altogether.  

The pastor knew he had to visit that woman. One Friday morning he went out to see her. 

After a cup of tea and the exchange of the usual pleasantries, the pastor blurted out: 

“People say that you claim to have a real conversation with God every Thursday at noon. 

Is that true?” She nodded in response. He continued: “I don’t believe it. Prove it to me. 

Ask God to describe my secret thought I had in seminary that almost made me quit 

seminary and even leave the church.” Once again she nodded and asked him to return 

next Friday morning.   

The young pastor was on edge from the moment he had issued the challenge. He believed 

that God is omniscient, or knows all. “You know when I sit and when I rise; you perceive 

my thoughts from afar.  You discern my going out and my lying down; you are familiar 

with all my ways. Before a word is on my tongue you, Lord, know it completely.” (Psalm 

139:2-4).  God knew the young pastor’s terrible secret thought, even before he first 

thought it. The ugly thought would ever be in God’s mind forever. How could God truly 

love the pastor if that terrible secret was ever before God? What if the widow did talk to 

God? What if God revealed the pastor’s terrible thought to her? If she revealed my secret 

thought to others he will surely be forced to leave the ministry.    These thoughts swirled 

around his mind. He could hardly sleep.  

The fateful Friday finally came. He bolted out to the widow’s farm. After a cup of tea and 

the exchange of the usual pleasantries, he blurted out: “Did you ask God?” She nodded 

yes.  

“Well what did God say? What was my terrible thought?”   

She responded: “He forgot.” 



To err is human. God knows that we will sin against one another, and we will, like the 

young pastor, sin against God by our doubts and failure to forgive others who have sinned 

against us. However, to forgive is truly divine.  Speaking through the Old Testament 

prophet Isaiah God promised: “I, even I, am he who blots out your transgressions, for my 

own sake, and remembers your sins no more.” (Isaiah 43:25). In Isaiah, God defines Himself 

as one who blots out sin and then literally forgets these sins. God blots out these sins, for 

His own sake, for those who believe in the innocent blood shed by His Son Jesus on the 

cross, which reaches back to the creation of the world (Revelation 13:8). God gives us this 

faith through the Holy Spirit who calls and enlightens us through the preaching of the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ. The all-knowing God shows His love for us by intentionally 

choosing to forget our sins, for Jesus’ sake. 

Did that woman truly talk to God face to face? Only He knows. However, she does teach 

us something important. She speaks to those among us who carry sins, those secret sins 

that we believe God will not forget. She points us back to God’s conversation with Isaiah 

and assures us that not only has God forgiven that sin He has forgotten it. She teaches us 

to ask God for the grace to be able to overcome this lack of faith and believe we are 

forgiven and with God’s help can forgive others. Are you burdened by the past? Come 

have a conversation with God at Grace Lutheran Church on Sundays at 9:00 & 10:30 AM, 

ask His forgiveness and hear His response.  

In Christ, 
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