
The Toolbox 

I recently presided at a graveside memorial service for Ernest Amundrud, a 95-year-old 

resident of West Kelowna. I had never met Ernest or his family before then. When I arrived 

at the graveside, I learned that Ernest’s family had placed his cremated remains in his 

own well-used and well-loved toolbox. The toolbox, and the remains inside, spoke 

volumes to me. 

I was reminded that we live in a “throw-away” culture. When things break down they end 

up in the trash or the recycle bin. Ernest’s toolbox declared that some have a very different 

attitude. They see past the defects and/or obsolescence of a broken appliance. They can 

see a treasure that can be fixed and given new life and new purpose. So they tinker with 

the broken appliance and do everything they can to give it a new life and a new purpose.  

Ernest’s toolbox pointed me to the many people God has given toolboxes. I thought of 

the doctors and nurses across our land whose calling is to repair us. They see life as 

precious and worthy of saving. Their toolbox includes medications of every conceivable 

kind, bandages, casts, surgical procedures, dialysis, organ transplants, dietary regimes, 

radiation and chemotherapy. Doctors and nurses use the tools in their toolbox to keep us 

running.  They give us new life and a second chance.   

The well-worn toolbox pointed me to those special people that God endows with a special 

toolbox. When we suffer an emotional breakdown, they come to our aide. They can see 

past our brokenness and our present situation. They take out their emotional tool kit and 

go to work on us. They assure us that we are loved and despite the present situation they 

are so very proud of us. They assure us that we have the skills and aptitudes to go on 

with life. They declare their unswerving faith and trust in us and our ability to go on with 

life and find new meaning and purpose.  They offer us their wisdom, give us options and 

ways forward. They give us the courage to move forward. They walk alongside of us we 

as we navigate life’s dark valleys. They guide us to the other side.  Ernest’s family 

declared that God had given him such a toolbox and he had used it on them many times.  

The remains inside Ernest’s toolbox pointed to a stark reality. The best we can do for our 

bodies and our minds is tinker with them and repair them, so we can keep going. We are 

reminded that each one of us has an expiration date stamped on us.  When that date 

comes up, whether we like it or not, we can no longer be repaired or refurbished, our 

motor stops running.  

We are plagued by regrets from our past, by what we have done and left undone. We 

experience anxiety as we struggle with the challenges that face us. When we contemplate 

our future and the future of our loved ones, in this uncertain world, we can be overcome 



with fear.   Regret, fear and anxiety are tumors, bruises and open wounds. They threaten 

to infect us, invade our bodies and choke the life out of us. A remedy to our ills seems 

impossible. How can I go back and change the sins and regrets of my past? How can I 

face the present with integrity and grace? How can I face an uncertain future and my own 

mortality? The Apostle Paul came to this conclusion: “What a wretched man I am! Who 

will rescue me from this body that is subject to death?” (Romans 7:24) Like Paul, we 

realize that in the end our situation is beyond capability of any toolbox given to a human 

being.   

God does not leave us in this hopeless estate. He has seen past our present state, our 

sinfulness and inadequacies. He has demonstrated His profound love for us in the 

incarnation of Jesus Christ. Jesus became one of us. He lived a perfect life for 

us.  Because he was perfect, he was capable of taking upon himself, our sins, our 

wounds, tumors and bruises. His innocent suffering and his death paid for those sins and 

their consequences. Jesus’ resurrection from the dead opens to door to eternal life.  Faith 

in Jesus innocent suffering and death frees us from the burden and suffering caused by 

sin and the power of death over us. God’s Word provides the guidance we need to 

navigate our lives. Jesus is a living savior who will guide us through the peaks and valleys 

of life.  

Jesus will give us the courage to face an uncertain future. God promises to repair and 

equip us so the we can move forward into the future.  Most importantly God promises that 

when our last day comes, we will leave all toolboxes behind. One day the Father, Son 

and Holy Spirit will be fully revealed.  God will make all things new. He will give us eternal 

life.  We will be His people and He will be our God in a way we can’t imagine.  No more 

toolboxes! 

Are you broken down? Grace Lutheran Church is one of God’s many repair depots. Jesus 

repairs us every Sunday morning at 9:00 and 10:30. Come join us, restoration and new 

life are guaranteed.  

In Christ,  

Pastor Ed Skutshek 

 


