
Called to Travel 
 
Summer is here!  Travel is often a part of our summer activities. Travel can be such a 
wonderful gift. When we travel we leave our daily lives behind and head out on an 
adventure.   We might see sights we have never seen before and meet new people. We 
might sample foods and beverages we have never tried before. All these new 
experiences can change us for a lifetime. 
 
During June my wife and I visited Germany.  I was invited to give two presentations at a 
conference held at St. Martini Church in the City of Bremen. My wife and I had never 
been to Bremen before, so this was a new adventure. We learned many new things 
about the City of Bremen. The City of Bremen, which covers 326.7 square kilometers 
(roughly 6 by 5.5 kilometers), is also Germany’s smallest state or province. It has been 
a free city since the 1400’s, which means they could enact their own laws. Bremen’s 
independence and authority is seen when you drive the autobahn (a system of freeways 
in German). In every other part of Germany there is no official speed limit on the 
autobahn. In the sections of the autobahn that run through Bremen the speed limit is 
120 kilometers an hour and is strictly enforced. 
 
The City of Bremen embraces and practices individual liberty and freedom. In Medieval 
times, most people were serfs. They rented land from the Lord of an estate and paid 
him a share of their crops as rent. They could also be required to work in the Lord’s 
fields, forests and mines and work to maintain the Lord’s roads. Many sought to escape 
serfdom. If a serf ran away from his estate to Bremen and remained in the city for a year 
and one day, he became a free man. He could work and invest freely in Bremen. After 
the Reformation, a free man was also free to choose to be a Roman Catholic or 
Protestant. Serfs in other areas were forced to practice the religion of their Lord. 
 
The City of Bremen is located on the Weser River a short distance from the North 
Sea.  Bremen’s merchant class financed merchant ships that sailed all over the world. 
These ventures were very risky. If the ship sank and the venture failed many investors 
would be ruined. A successful voyage would mean great wealth.  Bremen has a port 
located about 70 kilometers north called Bremerhaven. It has always been an important 
port.   More than seven million emigrants, left from Bremerhaven between 1830-1974 
on their journey to the New World (USA, Australia, Canada, and parts of South 
America).  My parents and Grandparents were among this number. A wonderful 
museum on the docks of Bremerhaven tells the stories of these emigrants. 
 
My experience in Bremen caused me to reflect on my experience as a Christian. The 
books of the New Testament reveal that Jesus literally called His disciples to leave 
home and family behind and come on a trip with him. As they traveled from city to city 
they came to know Jesus in the most profound way. 
 
Jesus revealed that his mission was to free people. They witness Jesus free people 
from the power of disease and deformity. Jesus restored sight to the blind, hearing to 
the deaf, speech to the dumb, and mobility to the lame and paralyzed. He freed lepers 



from the grips of this horrible disease. By these miracles Jesus revealed that we are 
spiritually deaf, blind, lame and mute and He can free us from these spiritual infirmities. 
Jesus revealed that like medieval serfs people were in bondage to many things. Some 
were in bondage to blindness, deafness, muteness, lameness and all manner of 
diseases. Others were in bondage to guilt for the sins we they had committed and the 
pain and suffering caused by the sins committed by others. Some were tormented by 
the Devil and still others lived in the shadow and fear of death.   
   
The four Gospels reveal that Jesus came to free us from spiritual blindness, deafness, 
muteness and paralysis and the power of sin, death and the Devil. Jesus did this by 
voluntarily giving up His freedom. He submitted to a religious court and civil court that 
both wrongly convicted Him of the crime of blasphemy and sentenced Him to death by 
crucifixion. He submitted to mocking and beating by religious and civil authorities. He let 
the civil authorities nail him to a cross. He suffered on the cross for the sins of others, 
died and was buried. On the third day, He rose from the dead. 
 
By His ministry, innocent suffering, death and glorious resurrection Jesus revealed He 
was and is the Son of God. All who believe this are freed from their sins and have the 
hope and assurance of eternal life. Like Bremerhaven, the Holy Christian Church and 
each expression of it, becomes a port of emigration, a place where we go as we wait to 
go on a new journey, to a new world, a new land: eternal life with God. Because of 
Jesus, and our faith in Him, our journey to the grave is not an end, but a journey to a 
new beginning and a new life. 
 
Jesus is calling you to travel with Him. We travel with Jesus Sunday mornings at 9:00 
and 10:30. You will meet Him and get to know Him and you will meet many other new 
people. This trip can change you forever. Come and see! 
 
In Christ’s service, 
Pastor Ed Skutshek  
 
 
 
  


