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Pastor David’s Message 
Storms of Life 

 
Jesus Calms the Storm 

35 That day when evening came, he said to his disciples, “Let us 
go over to the other side.” 36 Leaving the crowd behind, they 
took him along, just as he was, in the boat. There were also 
other boats with him. 37 A furious squall came up, and the 
waves broke over the boat, so that it was nearly 
swamped. 38 Jesus was in the stern, sleeping on a cushion. The 
disciples woke him and said to him, “Teacher, don’t you care if 
we drown?” 39 He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the 
waves, “Quiet! Be still!” Then the wind died down and it was 
completely calm.  40 He said to his disciples, “Why are you so 
afraid? Do you still have no faith?”41 They were terrified and 
asked each other, “Who is this? Even the wind and the waves 
obey him!” Mark 4:35-41 NIV 

The storms of life come and go.  For the last two weeks, I been 
visiting my home town called, “Sauble Beach.”  This place is 
located on Lake Huron.  In the evenings when I am there, I try 
to watch the sunset.  When I do, I often can determine by the 
horizon if a storm is coming through the night.   I must say that 
I don't always predict the right weather pattern and I would 
make a lousy weather man.   We are always aware of storms 
that are brewing and the threat of them.  Even though they 
may never materialize we do worry about them. When they do 
happen, we need to hold on to something, especially when 
things may start to feel rough.     In the gospel lesson where 
Jesus calms the storm, there are three things that we can learn 
from Jesus when we face difficult issues.   

 1. First you must let Jesus take control and have a 
willingness to let Him lead.   In the story we assume 
that when Jesus was in the boat he was given the 
position as the most distinguished guest.  In Jesus' 
time these boats usually had a place for distinguished 
people.   It could consist of a place with a little seat 
placed at the stern, where a carpet and cushion 
maybe present.   Another distinguished place was 
where the helmsman stood. This was a little farther 
forward on the deck, though near the stern, so it 
would give a person the advantage to have a better 
look-out ahead.   Either way we must have a special 
place in our hearts for Jesus to be the one who directs 
us through.   No matter how bad things may get, if we 
have confidence in the Captain it makes all the 
difference. 
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 2. The second interesting point of the story is how Jesus' 
word has power.   Jesus addressed the wind and 
waves in exactly the way he did when he spoke to the 
demon-possessed man in Mark 1:25.   When we face 
the storm, as Christians, we pray first and maybe ask 
questions later. When we pray, we do it in the Name 
of Jesus.  There is a power here that we will never 
completely grasp but, if we trust in the Captain, then 
we must name that Captain.   For that power to be 
real, the command comes from Him and not from us. 

 3. The third point that we can learn from this passage is 
that we need to hold on and trust Jesus in the ride 
that we are on.   Sometimes, it may feel that we 
should give up or jump ship.   For the disciples, the 
safest place was in the boat with Jesus.  They would 
have drowned without Him.  In the Gospel, when the 
disciples understood the real presence of Jesus, the 
storm for them became a place of calm.  Storms are 
never that bad when we know that we are going to 
get through them. To voyage with Jesus makes all the 
difference in the journey of life.   

 
I must say that I am still learning. I may not get any better in 
predicting the storms on the horizon, but I am getting better at 
putting my faith in the one that helps me through them.   Of all 
the times that I have been stressed or worried I would love to go 
back and talk to the younger version of myself and say to him: 
“This too will pass;” and “Oh, you of little faith, don't you know 
Jesus is in the boat with you? He will see it through to the shores 
of peace that will come to you.  Keep the faith and enjoy the 
voyage, otherwise you will miss out the peace and joy that 
comes with it.” 

In Christ, Pastor David  

 

A Letter to the 2018 Confirmation Class 

John21:15-17 - When they had finished eating, Jesus said to 
Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me more than 
these? “Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.” Jesus 
said, “Feed my lambs.” 16 Again Jesus said, “Simon son of 
John, do you love me?” He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know 
that I love you.” Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.” 17 The 
third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” 
Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do 

you love me?” He said, “Lord, you know all things; you know 
that I love you. “Jesus said, “Feed my sheep.” 

It your confirmation day! Good for you! You made it! When we 
say that we made it, we must ask the question what we are 
made into? What are we made of? We as the church and 
parents have been working hard to make something out of you 
and oh yes, and we cannot forget that God plays a big role in 
this too. Life is going to test you to see what you are made of. 
Life will batter you like the wind hitting a tree. There was once 
a tree that was a young sapling. The one who planted it made 
sure that the roots were planted deep into the soil. When the 
winds came it stood its ground. When the tree grew up it also 
faced the hard elements, yet the winds and rains came, and 
even though battered and shaken it still stood its ground. My 
question to you is do you want to know why?  It’s because the 
tree had good roots and hung on to its roots, and that made all 
the difference. You must have good roots and hold onto them. 
We, as your church and parents, planted you deep to be rooted 
in the faith and it is our hope that you never neglect them. For 
if you read Psalm 1 it says: “Blessed is the one who does not 
walk in step with the wicked or stand in the way that sinners 
take or sit in the company of mockers, but whose delights in 
the Law of the Lord, and who meditates on His Law Day and 
night. That person is like a tree planted by streams of water, 
which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not 
wither—whatever they do prospers.”  

We want you to prosper in the Lord.  If you stay in the Lord, 
you will not wither but shine and reflect the light of God into 
the world.   We planted you in the faith, and we did this to fulfill 
a promise to the Lord on the day of your baptism. This was the 
promise we made. When we presented you for Holy Baptism.   
The Pastor asked us to agree with these promises, YOU 
SHOULD THEREFORE, BRING YOUR CHILD TO GOD'S HOUSE, 
AND TEACH (HIM/HER) THE LORD'S PRAYER, THE CREED AND 
THE TEN COMMANDMENTS. AS (HE/SHE) GROWS IN YEARS, 
YOU SHOULD PLACE IN (HIS/HER) HANDS THE HOLY 
SCRIPTURES AND PROVIDE FOR (HIS/HER) INSTRUCTION IN 
THE CHRISTIAN FAITH, THAT, LIVING IN THE COVENANT OF 
(HIS/HER) BAPTISM AND IN COMMUNION WITH THE CHURCH, 
(HE/SHE) MAY LEAD A GODLY LIFE UNTIL THE DAY OF JESUS 
CHRIST. DO YOU PROMISE TO FULFILL THESE OBLIGATIONS? IF 
SO SAY, "I DO." And we did.  

We as parents tried our best to fulfill these promises, and if we 
have not, may the grace of God be upon us. We all remember 
when you first came to us.   When we were told that a special 
gift was coming to us we had to wait nine months.  When it 
happened, and you came into our arms we said, "You are a 
blessing from God." We remember when we took you to be 
baptized.  We looked in your eyes to tell you that you are part 
of the Family of God and again we said, "You are a blessing.” 
When we tucked you in, we kissed you good night and again 
we said, "You are a blessing." When we took your hand and led 
you to Sunday school and you came back with those Sunday 
school crafts and you told us about Jesus we said again, "You 
are a blessing."    Now there were times when we struggled to 
say you were a blessing, like birthing pains and sleepless 
nights, from changing diapers to driving us crazy, but still we 
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could say at the end of the day, "You are a blessing."   Now that 
you are here on your Confirmation Sunday, the real question 
is, do you still want to be a blessing to the world?  Do you still 
want to be a blessing in our eyes, but most of all, do you still 
want to be a blessing to the Lord Himself?  

In the gospel lesson Peter is having his confirmation service by 
a fire, having breakfast. We thought that he had his first 
confirmation service when he was first to proclaim that Jesus 
was the Messiah, yet he slipped and later denied Jesus three 
times. Peter said, I will never deny you, yet he did. It is in our 
human nature to get scared and forsake our Lord.  Jesus asked 
him, “Do you love me?” and he asked three times because 
Peter denied him three times. Peter said yes and the third time 
He said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter 
was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love 
me? “He said, “Lord, you know all things; you know that I love 
you. “Jesus said, “Feed my sheep.” Now that you have said, 
“Yes,” to the love of Jesus, it is your turn to feed and help His 
church, to root people in the faith. Heidi, our Sunday School 
superintendent is already vetting these girls to be future 
Sunday school teachers.   God is going to use you for many 
special purposes.  

Your job is to give hope to a world full of doom and gloom. The 
world has a different message than we do. The world will tell 
you that you were a cosmic mistake. The Bible tells us that God 
knew you before you were in your mother’s womb. The world 
will tell you that you are a burden to the carbon foot print. The 
Bible tells you to bear fruit and be a blessing to others. The 
world will tell you don't believe in anything, don't be rooted in 
the faith. But when the winds of life come your roots in the 
faith will rescue you.  

In Christ, Pastor David 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This year our Vacation Bible School (VBS) will be held the week 
of Monday July 16th through Friday July 20th from 9:00 AM to 

noon each day. Our theme is, “The Parables of Jesus.” 

The children will all gather in our sanctuary at 9:00 AM each 
day for an opening program. During the opening they will sing 
songs, learn to pray the Lord’s Prayer and receive some 
instruction on the Bible lesson for the day. The children will 
then split into four groups. Each group will receive more 
focused instruction on the Bible lesson for the day and 
complete a craft. At 11:15 AM on Friday the children will 
participate in a closing program. The program will include 
dialogue and singing. A pizza lunch will follow. Please come out 
for the closing program.  

It takes teachers, teaching assistants, music leaders, kitchen 
help, recess facilitators and administrators to make our VBS 
happen. Volunteers are always welcome. If the Holy Spirit is 
nudging you to volunteer contact Heidi Vant Geloof at 
250.764.7544 or hlvantgeloof@gmail.com. 

Watch upcoming weekly bulletins for further information on 
VBS 2018.  

VBS is an important outreach for our congregation. Many of 
you may not be able to help with the VBS. However, everyone 
one can pray to God for the success of our VBS. Everyone can 
inform a neighbor, friend or relative of our VBS and invite and 
encourage them to send their children or grandchildren to our 
VBS. Families living as far away from our church as Rutland 
have faithfully sent their children to our VBS.  Everyone can 
come out to the closing program on Friday.  
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Congregational Life 

Christian 
Education 
Sundays  
10:15AM: Discussion Group has 
ended for the Summer and will 
resume in September. 

10:30AM: Sunday School. Our 
Sunday School meets during the 
10:30 AM service. Sunday 
School will resume September. 

Wednesdays 
Bible Studies: will resume in 
September. 

Confirmation Classes: are in 
hiatus until September. Pastor 
David will meet with the 
Confirmands on Wednesdays at 
4:00PM and the last Sunday of 
each month at 10:30AM. 
Students who turned 12 years 
of age in 2018, or are older, may 
be eligible for our Confirmation 
program. Please call Pastor 
David at 250.769.5685 for 
information. 

 

Serving in 
Worship 

 
Special Music 
We love to include Special 
Music at the 10:30 service.  If 
you would be interested in 
singing a hymn for special 
music, or playing an 
instrumental piece during the 
offering, please put your name 
on the special music sign-up 
sheet on the bulletin board and 
Miriam will be in touch with 
you. 

Praise Band  
Praise Band practices on Friday 
afternoons at 4:00 p.m. They lead 

the congregation in song at the 
9:00 AM service. We welcome 
anyone who has a voice and 
wants to sing to the Lord. Please 
speak to Deni Skutshek 
250.862.9098 or the Church 
Office 250.769.5685 for 
information. 

 

 

 

Grace Choir 
Choir is in hiatus until September. From 
September through May, Grace Choir 
provides a special musical offering during 

worship on the first and third Sunday of 
each month. We welcome anyone who 
has a voice and wants to sing to the Lord. 
We practice on Thursdays from 7:00-
8:30PM.  If you have any questions, 
please speak to Deni Skutshek 
250.862.9098 or the Church Office 
250.769.5685 for information. 

Sound Booth 
Are you interested in working with the 
team that run the sound booth? Please 
contact our church office an 
250.769.5685 and Miriam will put you in 
touch with Al Hamilton or another 
member of our tech team. 

Serving Others 

Youth at Risk – Meal Preparation  
Grace Lutheran congregation has 
committed to preparing a meal for 50 
west-side youth on the 2nd Tuesday of 
each month.   

You can help in many ways: 

• Make a special donation for the cost 
of the food used to make the meal. 

• Transport the meal from our church 
to the Boys and Girls Club facility on 
Main Street. The meal is served at 
4:30 PM.  

Prepare an entrée, dessert or other item 
for the meal at your home and bring it to 
the church on the 2nd Tuesday at noon. If 
you want to help call Innes Wunderlich at 
778.754.3212. 

____________________________ 

Rides to Church   
Do you need a ride to Sunday services or 
special congregational events? Would 
you be willing to give someone a ride to 
Sunday services or special events?  

Call Nora Steffenhagen at 778. 478.4117, 
she will match those who need a ride and 
those willing to give a ride.  

Kelowna Gospel Mission -  On the 

4th Tuesday of every month a team from 
Grace Lutheran goes to the Kelowna 
Gospel Mission. They help in the kitchen 
with lunch and dinner preparation. If you 

are would like to serve in this way, please 
contact Corinn Lutz at 250.869.8092 or by 
email:   timcorlutz@gmail.com 

 

Fellowship 
Men’s Breakfast: Our men gather at 8:30 AM for 

breakfast at Grace Lutheran in the Fellowship Hall 
the first Saturday of the month. Next breakfast 
Saturday July 7th   

 All men are welcome! 

________________________ 

Happiness Group Luncheon 
The next Happiness Group luncheon will be in 
December. The date to be announced.  Singing, 
devotions, fellowship, fun, and a lovely luncheon 
with all the trimmings. 

 

Register by calling the church office 
250.769.5685; sign-up sheet (posted in 

November); or email us at: 
info@gracelutherankelowna.com 

_______________________________________ 

Council and Committee 
Meetings 

Church Council Tuesday September 12th at 

7:00 PM Fireside Room. 

Worship and Music Committee:  in hiatus for 

the summer. Next meeting to be in September. 
Building & Grounds Committee: Next 

meeting will be on September 18th at 2:00PM. 

_______________________________________ 

Pastor Ed Sidelined By 

Health Issues  
Pastor Ed is now recovering at home following 
emergency surgery.  

His ordeal began last Tuesday morning June 26th 
when he experienced an acute attack of chest 
pain.  By Wednesday evening Pastor Ed was in 
emergency at KGH. He was sent home later that 
evening and was told to return the next morning 
for an ultrasound. He had the ultrasound 
Thursday morning and was later admitted to 
Hospital and placed on the standby list for 
surgery.  

On Friday morning, Pastor Ed underwent a 
common bile duct procedure and at 9:05PM on 
Friday, he underwent laparoscopic surgery for 
gall bladder removal. His gall bladder was no 
doubt the cause of the health problems he had 
been experiencing for the past three years. 
Pastor Ed is expected to return to the church 
office on Tuesday July 10th. Please pray for his 
speedy and complete recovery.    
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Bringing a Cake to Sunday Coffee Fellowship? 
 

 

 

 

 
If you are bringing a Birthday or Anniversary Cake to share 

during Coffee Fellowship, please let the group leader for 

the month know. 

Coco Heebner 250.769.6124; Karen Arend 250.769.5126; 

Erika Burt 250.768.5912; Frieda Schwarz 250.452.9245; 

and Margaret Knoess 250.768.0157. 

WE NEED YOU!!! 
What is Our Need? To keep the coffee fellowship every 

Sunday, we need your help and we encourage every person to 
get involved whether you are first or second service. 

What is the commitment? 
Your commitment would be to help in the kitchen ONE 
SUNDAY EVERY FIVE MONTHS. Your team leader will work 
with you to pick a Sunday on your work month that will work 
into you schedule. 

What would I have to do? 
You will be part of a team and jobs can be assigned to ability. 

• Bring something for the goodie table, i.e., cut up fruit, 
cookies, a loaf or squares; about 6 dozen pieces. Home-
made or store-bought goodies are ok or give your team 
leader money to pick something up. 

• Prepare the fellowship room this will involve taking down 
the chairs if they are still on the tables. 

• Help set up the cups, coffee, cream & sugar; make coffee 
and tea and set out glasses for water & juice prior to 
service. 

• Collect the cups wash them put them through the 
sterilizer and back in the cupboard after fellowship. 
Communion Sundays clean the communion cups and put 
them away. 

• Wash the tables off after fellowship and clean the coffee 
makers. 

• Put the chairs back on the tables.  

We have 5 faithful group leaders who really need your help on 
their teams.  Please consider volunteering in this very 
important part of ministry at Grace Lutheran Church. It is a 
great way to meet everyone in the congregation and make 
new friends at the same time! Contact Miriam at the church 
office 250.769.5685 or one of the five team leaders: Coco 
Heebner 250.769.6124; Karen Arend 250.769.5126; Erika Burt 
250.768.5912 Frieda Schwarz 250.452.9245; and Margaret 
Knoess 250.768.0157.  

COMPASSION CORNER 
 Remember in prayer everyone 
in our church family who 
mourns including the Lesosky 
and Melsness families; those 
recovering from surgery 
including Pastor Ed, Marie 
Gering & Lilli Grub; those in 
need of prayer at home 
including 14-yr-old Logan, 
Myrtle Wilson, Diane 
Hamilton, Cindy Cressman, 

Martha Gust (Linda Lutz’ mother), Frieda Splett, Mary 
Timmerman, Bruce Poirier, Arline Nikolaj, Tom Lesosky, Evelyn 
Werner, Doris Lyseng, Lilly Matzigkeit, Don Nikolaj, Bill Doyle, Jake 
Pauls, Mary Pauls, Ella Balija, Clayton Hack, Gertraude Kreissig, 
Krystian Poirier, Mary Toth, Lorraine Wentland, Annamarie Mayer, 
Ferne Sather, Dean Rigsby, Helene Hack, Tema Fenson and Lil 
Smith   I will say to the LORD, “He is my refuge and my fortress, 
my God in whom I trust.” Psalm 91:2 

 

CALC President’s trAveL itinerAry 

February 8-10, Pastor Ed participated in the Board Meeting for 
the Institute of Lutheran Theology in Brookings South Dakota.  

February 17-18, On the 17th Pastor Ed attended a cluster 
meeting at Martin Luther Evangelical Lutheran Church, met 
with the host church council. On the 18th he led worship at 
Martin Luther. It was a special service celebrating the 100th 
Birthday of Martha Byer a longtime member of Martin Luther.   

February 23-24, Meetings re: April 20-21 cluster and church 
council of Immanuel Lutheran, Stony Plain, AB. 

March 10 CALC National Council Meeting, Calgary, AB 

March 18 Installation of Pastor Marc Lapointe at St. Andrew’s 
Lutheran Church in Kamloops, BC.  

April 20-21. Alberta Cluster meeting at Deer Valley Meadows 
Christian Camp and Retreat Center near Alix, Alberta.  

June 1-3. Pastor Ed participated in a cluster meeting of Ontario 
CALC congregations hosted on a farm near Goodwood, ON 
(near Toronto). He preached and presided at Good Shepherd 
Lutheran in Toronto and discussed the call process with the 
congregation.   

June 12-13. Pastor Ed to participate in ILT Board meeting by 
video conference.   

September 8. Pastor Ed to participate in CALC Cluster Meeting 
in Vancouver. 

September 17-22 Pastor Ed to participate in Board Meeting for 
the Institute of Lutheran Theology in Brookings South Dakota. 

October 7-10 Pastor Ed will attend the LCMC Annual Gathering 
in Des Moines, Iowa, USA. 

October 23-25 Pastor Ed will facilitate the CALC Pastors’ 
Retreat at Deer Valley Meadows Christian Camp and Retreat 
Center near Alix, Alberta.  

October 26-28 Pastor Ed will chair the CALC Annual General 
Convention at Deer Valley Meadows Christian Camp and 
Retreat Center near Alix, Alberta. 
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 JULY 2018 – Grace Lutheran Church 
Sunday Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

Pentecost 6 
 9:00AM C-Worship   
10:30AM T-Worship  
 
Pastor David Vacation 

Office Closed 
-Canada Day- 

 

    
 
 
 
 
 

4:00PM Praise 
Band 

8:30 AM Men’s 
Breakfast Fellowship 
Hall 

 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

 Pentecost 7 
 9:00AM C-Worship   
10:30AM T-Worship  
1:30PM Brookhaven SK 
 

 2:00PM Village at 
Smith Creek Chapel 
PD 

  4:00PM Praise 
Band 

  
 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

Pentecost 8 
 9:00AM C-Worship   
10:30AM T-Worship  
 

9:00-NOON 
Vacation Bible 
School 

9:00-NOON 
Vacation Bible 
School 

9:00-NOON Vacation 
Bible School 

9:00-NOON 
Vacation Bible 
School 

9:00-NOON 
Vacation Bible 
School 
4:00PM Praise Band 

 
 
 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

Pentecost 9 
 9:00AM C-Worship   
10:30AM T-Worship  
1:30PM Brookhaven SK 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

4:00PM Praise 
Band 

 

 
 
 
 

 
29 30 31     

Pentecost 10 
 9:00AM C-Worship   
10:30AM T-Worship  
 

 
Pastor David 

Vacation 

 
Pastor David 

Vacation 

    

AUGUST 2018 – Grace Lutheran Church 
Sunday Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

   1 2 3 4 
 
 
 

   
 

Pastor David 
Vacation 

 
 
Pastor David 
Vacation 

4:00PM Praise Band 
 
Pastor David 
Vacation 

8:30 AM Men’s 
Breakfast F-Hall 
Pastor David 
Vacation 

5 6 7 8 9 10  
Pentecost 11 
 9:00AM C-Worship   
10:30AM T-Worship  

Pastor David 
Vacation 

CIVIC HOLIDAY 
-Office Closed- 

 
Pastor David 

Vacation 

2:00PM Lakeview 
Lodge Chapel PE 
 

  4:00PM Praise Band  
 

 
 
 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
Pentecost 12 
 9:00AM C-Worship   
10:30AM T-Worship  
1:30PM Brookhaven 
SK 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   4:00PM Praise Band 
 
 
 
 

 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
Pentecost 13 
 9:00AM C-Worship   
10:30AM T-Worship  
 
 
Pastor Ed on Vacation 

 

 
 
 
 
Pastor Ed on Vacation 

1:30PM Pine Acres 
PP 
 
 
 
Pastor Ed on Vacation 

 
 
 
 
 
Pastor Ed on Vacation 

 
 
 
 
 
Pastor Ed on Vacation 

4:00PM Praise Band  
 
 
 
 
Pastor Ed on Vacation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Pastor Ed on Vacation 

26 27 28 29 30 31  
Pentecost 14 
 9:00AM C-Worship   
10:30AM T-Worship 
 
Pastor Ed on Vacation 

 
 
 
 
Pastor Ed on Vacation 

10:00AM-1:00PM 
Gospel Mission  
 
 
Pastor Ed on Vacation 

 
 
 
 
Pastor Ed on Vacation 

 
 
 
 
Pastor Ed on Vacation 

4:00PM Praise Band 
 
 
 
Pastor Ed on Vacation 
 
 
 

 


